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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 

Atlanta, Georgia, October 31, 1868. 

Brevet Major General John A, Rawlins, Chief of Staff, Washing* 

ton, D. C. 

General:— I herewith transmit, for the information of the Gene- 
ral-in-Chief, a brief abstract of the operations under my command, 
whilst in charge of the late Third Military District, and subsequently 
in command of the Department of the South. 

War Department, General Orders, No. 104, of date December 28, 
1867, assigned me to the command of the Third Military District, and 
on the 6th of January, 1868, I assumed the command with the Head- 
quarters in this city* 

The Third Military District at that time, consisted of the States of 
Georgia, Alabama and Florida. The condition of affairs was simply 
as follows : In the State of Georgia, a Convention elected under the 
Reconstruction Laws, was in session in Atlanta, but hampered and 
embarrassed for Want of funds. 

In Alabama, a Convention had met, framed a Constitution, nomin- 
ated a ticket for State officers, and adjourned. 

In Florida an election had been held for members of a Convention, 
but the body did not meet, under the orders of my predecessor, till the 
20th of January. 

It is impossible in a report of this kind to give all the various ques- 
tions and their details, Which arose and were adjusted by my action ; 
but as by the provisions of the Reconstruction Laws, from whence 
my authority emanated, the power of disapproving my acts was vested 
in the General-in-Chief of the Army, 1 from the first, before taking 
action in any important matter, laid before that officer my views and 
proposed course. I have therefore deemed it best to append to this 
report, as part of it, a full file of the telegrams between the Head- 
quarters of the Army and myself; and it is with great pride and sat- 
isfaction I refer to the same, as they will show that it was rarely thsX 
the General-in-Chief was called on to overrule my judgment. 

I shall confine myself in this report to the briefest allusion to the 
special points to which I wish to incite particular attention. 

One of the first questions that presented itself to my action, was the 
financial difficulty in the Georgia Convention. I found my predeces- 
sor had endorsed the requisition of the Secretary of the Convention, 
and directed its payment out of the Treasury, and that the Treasurer 
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had refused payment, on the ground that money could only he paid 
out of the State Treasury on warrants drawn hy the Governor. Find* 
ing this to be the state of the case, I appealed to His Excellency, Charles 
J. Jenkins, and requested, in view of the necessities of the Convention, 
of the law of Congress authorizing this Convention, and the ordinan- 
ces levying a tax for the payment of its expenses, that he would draw 
the necessary warrant for the sum required for their immediate and 
pressing expenses. The Governor in reply declined to draw any war- 
rant except under appropriation by Law, and informed me very dis- 
tinctly, that he did not acknowledge, and would not be bound by the 
Reconstruction Acts of Congress, which, in his judgment were uncon- 
stitutional, null and void. On receipt of this communication there 
was no alternative but the removal of Governor Jenkins, which was 
accordingly done, and Brevet Brigadier General Thomas H. Ruger 
assigned to duty in his place. Subsequently I was compelled to 
remove the State Treasurer and Comptroller, assigning to these posi- 
tions Captains Rockwell and Wheaton of the Army. I considered it 
judicious policy to avail myself of the authority granted in the Re- 
construction Laws, to detail officers of the army to perform these du- 
ties, as in this way I gave evidence to the people of the State and of 
the country, that my only object in making the removals, was the ex- 
ecution of the Law, and that the same was free from any personal or 
political bias. It affords me gratification to say that I believe the ef- 
fect of these changes was most beneficial, and that the administration 
of General Ruger and his associates, who continued in office 'till the 
State was admitted to representation, was in every way creditable to 
them and satisfactory to the people of all parties in the State. 

Soon after my arrival at my post I received numerous communica- 
tions from respectable citizens, complaining of the effect of the pass- 
age, by the Conventions of Alabama and Georgia, of acts known as 
Relief Laws, which were intended as stay laws, to afford relief to 
debtors from the immediate pressure of their creditors. It was urged 
that the acts of these Conventions, not being binding nor having the 
effect of law till ratified by a vote of the people, and it re- 
quiring time before this vote could be taken, that in view of the 
probable acceptance by the people of these acts, creditors were hurry- 
ing their action and pressing their debtors, thus making these measures 
really acts of oppression, and I was called on to interpose my authori- 
ty, and give to these acts the force of law until the people could vote 
on them. Although personally opposed in principle to any laws in- 
terfering with the rights of creditors, there was nevertheless so much 
force in the reasoning advanced, and the demand from all classes was* 
so imperative, that after consultation and approval of the General-is- 
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t^hief, orders were issued making said acts laws, until reversed or con» 
firmed by the vote of the people* 

Immediately on taking command I was applied to from all parts of 
the several States comprising the District, for the removal of incum- 
bents in office and the substitution therein of individuals nominated, 
These applications were based on various grounds, some purely per* 
sonal or political, others on the necessity of a change in order to carry 
reconstruction, and sometimes on the ground of neglect of duty, or 
malfeasance in office. As it was impossible for me, in my ignorance 
of men, to form any judgment on the complaints preferred, or on the 
fitness and capacity of those seeking office, I determined to abstain 
from making any changes except where there was proved neglect of 
duty, malfeasance in office, open refusal to obey the Reconstruction 
Laws, or attempts to obstruct their execution. In all oases I required 
Written charges and evidence to be produced, and when these charges 
affected, as they did in many instances, whole municipal bodies, I di- 
rected investigation by boards of officers, and in all cases gave those 
accused, a fall hearing and every opportunity to defend thomselves. 
A firm adherence to this rule, and the reports of several boards non- 
concurring in the charges presented, relieved me, after a while, from 
the great pressure brought to bear and during the whole course of my 
administration there was not a removal made that the archives of the 
District will not show was made for some cause alleged, and after in- 
vestigation. There were necessarily many appointments made to fill 
vacancies caused by deaths, resignations and removals of incumbents 
from the Counties or States they were living in. Another difficulty 
which operated to compel me to adopt the course above reported, was 
the fact that by the Reconstruction laws no person could be appointed 
to office without taking the oath prescribed, which was of such a 
character that it limited to a very small number the persons able to 
hold office. So great was this difficulty, that when I saw a bill in Con- 
gress requiring the vacation of all offices by those not able to take 
the test oath, I felt it my duty to telegraph the General-in-Chief that 
if this became a law, it would be impossible to fill the offices, as there 
were not enough such persons in either of the States to fill half the civil 
offices in these States, and I urgently recommended authority be 
granted me to appoint to office registered voters. The bill did not 
becomo a law, and no change was made in my policy. 

As previously stated the Convention in Alabama, had under my 
predecessor, assembled and framed a Constitution which was to be 
submitted to the people. The Convention had fixed the 4th day of 
February on which to hold the election, and my predecessor directed 
in orders, the election to continue for two days, with as many precincts 
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as the managers might deem advisable. On representation to me thai 
two days was insufficient to enable all the votes to be received, an ex- 
tension by my authority was made of the time to four days, but the 
precincts limited in each county to three. The election was held at 
the time specified, but owing to a violent storm occurring the first two* 
days, the time was further extended one day, making five in all. A 
special report having been made on the subject of this election, I 
deem it only necessary to say here, that from all the evidence 1 could 
procure, (and I caused the most thorough investigation to be made), the 
Constitution was fairly rejected by the people, under the law requi- 
ring a majority of the registered Voters to cast their ballots for or 
against, and that this rejection was based on the merits of the Consti- 
tution itself, which was obnoxious to a large body of the friends of 
reconstruction, proved so by the fact, that out of nineteen thousand 
(19,000) white voters for the Convention, there were only five thou- 
sand (6,000) for the Constitution, and partially from the fact that the 
Constitutional Convention had made nominations to all the State offi- 
cers, which ticket was not acceptable in all respects to the party fa- 
voring reconstruction. It will be seen by an inspection of the tele- 
grams accompanyingthis report, that I had advised against an election 
for State officers at the same time the Constitution was being voted 
on, believing that the same was not only not required by the [Reconstruc- 
tion Laws, but that there were objections arising out of personal and 
partisan feelings that would or might affect the vote on the Constitu- 
tion. After the rejection of the Constitution, I was in favor of its 
being revised by re-assembling the Convention, and so officially re- 
ported. Congress, however, admitted the State, and the Legislature 
convened under the Constitution, has in some measure, modified its 
most obnoxious features* Upon the subject of this election in Ala- 
bama, I beg leave to refer to my special report and to the telegraphic 
correspondence hereto annexed. 

The election for members of the Constitutional Convention in Flo- 
rida having been held under the direction of my predecessor, he had 
advised the assembling of the same on the 20th of January, 1868. 
Prior to the assembling of the Convention, I had referred to me by 
the President of the United States, a memorial, sent to him by the 
Provisional Governor of the State, and signed very unanimously by 
prominent citizens, in which the gravest charges were brought against 
the managers of the election, involving frauds of all kinds, and even 
charging the registration of the State, and the districting of the same 
us having been fraudulently executed, the memorialists urging me to 
interpose my authority, suspend the meeting of the Convention, and 
proceed to investigate the charges which they pledged themselves te 
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pTove. Upon examination of the law I could find no remedy short 
of Congressional action, even should their grave charges be proved. 
I therefore made no change in the period fixed for the assembling of 
the Convention, but ordered a Board of Officers to investigate the 
charges, notifying the memorialists of my action, and pledging my- 
self to place before Congress all the testimony they might put before 
the Board, It is hardly necessary to say, that when it was found the 
Convention was allowed to meet and do its work, the Board had little 
to do ; and after remaining in session for some weeks, and calling 
without avail on the signers of the memorial for their evidence, the 
Board closed its session without having any charge proved of all 
those made. The Convention met, but soon after meeting, there arose 
■dissensions and bickerings, resulting in the secession of a large part of 
the Convention, and the claim of both parties to be regarded as the 
legitimate Convention. For some time I allowed these dissensions to 
proceed, not seeing clearly how I couldact until I had found that the Con* 
vention which had originally assembled, and which I had recognized 
as the legitimate body, had, by the secession of its members, been re- 
duced below a legal quorum. When this arrived, I required this body 
either to bring in sufficient members to give them a legal quorum, or, 
failing in that, to accept certain terms of compromise, which, after re- 
flection, I deemed just to both parties ; or if this failed, I intimated I 
should assume the authority and proceed, in view of the impossibility 
of harmonizing the difficulties, to adjourn both Conventions, and re- 
fer the points in dispute to Congress for such action as it might deem 
proper to take. The compromise proposition having been accepted, 
the two parts of the Convention assembled, re-organized and pro- 
ceeded to frame a Constitution, which was subsequently ratified by the 
people and adopted by Congress. 

The Convention in Georgia, after being in session several months, 
finally, in March, adopted a Constitution, which, together with a State 
ticket, was submitted to the people in April, and ratified by a very 
handsome majority of the registered votej all parties taking paTt in 
the election. This Constitution with some modifications was adopted 
by Congress ; and the Legislature, which convened in July, making 
these modifications and otherwise complying with the requirements of 
the Beconstruction Laws, the State, together with Alabama and Flo- 
rida, were, by Act of Congress, formally admitted to representation. 
There is one point in regard to the admission of the State of Geor- 
gia, to which I feel called upon to make special allusion. When the 
Legislature was convened by the Provisional Governor and Governor 
elect, the question arose whether as Military Commander, I was called 
on to enquire into the eligibility of the members, either under the 
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United States laws, or the Constitution of Georgia. The Convention 
of Georgia had in its ordinance calling an election, directed that all 
returns should be sent to the Military Commander of the District, who 
was requested to issue the necessary certificates of election. In car~ 
rying out this request of the Convention, I deemed my duty simply 
required that I should give the member having the greatest number 
of votes the ordinary certificate of election, and that it would be for 
each House to decide on the legibility of these members, whose seats 
were on any grounds contested. Whilst I admitted as District Com- 
mander, executingthe law, I was to see that no one ineligible to of- 
fice under the Fourteenth Article Constitutional Amendment should 
be allowed to take office, I did not see that in the case of a parlia- 
mentary body, I was called on to decide on the qualifications of the 
members. In this view, I was sustained by a telegram sent to me for 
my information from the War Department, which had been sent to 
the Governor of Lousiana and the Military Commander of the Fifth 
District, and which I quote : 

" Washington, June 30, 1868. 
14 To Governor Warmouth, New Orleans: 

11 We think that persons disqualified under the Fourteenth Article 
of the Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, are not 
eligible to your Legislature. This is to be determined by the respec- 
tive Houses, but no oath can be imposed except the oath prescribed by 
the State Constitution. 

(Signed) "JAS. WILSON, 

** Chairman Judiciary Committee* 

(Signed) " GEO. F. BOUT WELL, 

(Signed) " J. F. FAKNSWOKTH, 

(Signed) " H. E. PAINE, 

•* Reconstruction Committee." 

It will be seen by the above telegram that the distinguished gentle- 
men whose names were attached, were of the opinion, First, that no 
one ineligible to office under the Fourteenth Article could take a seat 
in the Legislature } Second, that the respective Houses were to judge of 
the question; r lhird> that no oath testing this eligibility could or should 
be prescribed in advance of the meeting of the Legislature. These 
views being in accordance with my own, I acted on them, and was 
present at the organization of the two Houses of the Georgia Legisla- 
ture ; to the members declared in my order as having the highest 
number of votes, there being administered only the oath prescribed by 
the State Constitution. After these Houses were organized, the Pro- 
visional Governor informing me officially of their organization, but 
that as far as he could learn, no steps had been taken to test the ques- 
tion of the eligibility of members under the Fourteenth Article, I 
replied to the Governor that until the State was admitted to represen- 
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tation, the Legislature and all the officers were only provisional, and 
subject to the paramount authority of the District Commander, and 
that in the exercise of this power I should consider ail acts of the 
Legislature null and void, until satisfactory evidence was presented to 
me that each House had purged itself of ineligible members under the 
Fourteenth Article, provided there were any such in either House ; 
and I desired the Provisional Governor to communicate these views 
to each House. On the receipt of this letter, each House at once or- 
dered an investigating committee and enquired into the qualification 
of* each member, and duly reported this fact through the Provisional 
Governor, stating at the same time that neither House had found any 
member ineligible. 

The Provisional Governor, in transmitting these communications, 
expressed the opinion, founded on evidence presented to him, that seve- 
ral members in both Houses were ineligible, and called on me to exer- 
cise my power, and require said members to vacate their seats. On 
reflecting upon this subject, I could not see how I was to take the in- 
dividual judgment of the Provisional Governor in the face of a solemn 
act of a parliamentary body, especially as, from the testimony pre- 
sented, I did not, in several cases, agree with the judgment of the 
Provisional Governor. The question was simply whether, in the 
construction of a law and in considering the facts of individual cases, 
I should make myself the judge, or take the opinion of the Provisional 
' Governor, in the face of the official information that a parliamentary 
body had gravely and formally, through a committee, examined, re- 
ported and acted on these cases. My judgment was decidedly that I 
had fulfilled my duty in compelling the Houses to take the action 
they had, and that having thus acted, I had neither authority, nor 
was it politic or expedient, to overrule their action, and set up my in- 
dividual judgment in opposition. By an inspection of the telegram 
sent July 18, and the reply of the General-in-Chief, July 23, it will 
be seen that my views and actions were approved. I allude thus in 
extenso to this subject, because His Excellency, the Governor of 
Oeorgia, in a public speech recently delivered at Albion, New York, 
is pleased to attribute the failure of Georgia to be properly reconstruc- 
ted, to my action in failing to purge the Legislature of his political 
opponents, he having advised me, when he urged sueh action, that 
his friends had been relieved of their disability by Congress. 

The States being admitted to representation, the civil power vested 
in the Military Commander by the Reconstruction Acts ceased, and 
civil authority resumed its way. The inauguration of civil govern- 
ment was to me, personally, a source of great relief; charged as I had 
been with almost unlimited powers. Notwithstanding the utmost of- 
2 
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fort on my part to abstain from all interference, except in cases, where 
in my judgment there was no alternative, I found myself the subject 
of virulent abuse, my motives impugned, and every imaginable mode" 
of attack resorted to, that malice and partisan malignity could devise. 
Determined from the first, to ignore all partisan considerations, and 
to faithfully execute the laws, without reference to any personal or 
political considerations, I encountered, as was to be expected, the ani- 
mosity of both sides, without having the benefit of the sympathy of 
either. I can, however, with just pride refer to my administration, 
as being free from any design to interfere with the rights or liberties 
of any individual, much less any portion of the people ; and if in 
some instances, as in the prosecution of the assassins of the Honora- 
ble G. W. Ashburn, of Columbus, Georgia, there was, as I have freely 
admitted, arbitrary measures resorted to, which in a different condi- 
tion of society, and under a well ordered government, might seem to 
deserve reprobation, X feel satisfied the evidence published in the 
Special Report made upon this subject, will fully convince any candid 
and impartial judge, that my course was imperatively urged upon me. 
I encountered from the outset great embarrassment from the want 
of judgment and knowledge on the part of subordinate agents, and 
from the great desire of those expecting benefit from military inter- 
vention, that I should interpose my authority and set aside the civil 
power. Against these influences I opposed a steady resistance. Soon 
after assuming command, I issued an order both to civil and military 
officers, informing the first they would not be interfered with so long 
as they faithfully executed their duties ; and enjoining on the latter 
to abstain from interfering with the civil powers, and in all cases to 
report to me and receive my decision before taking any action ; as, on 
my construction of the law, in the military commander and in him 
alone, rested the authority to supersede the civil power. I beg leave 
to call attention to the report of the Acting Judge Advocate of the 
Department, herewith appended, from which it will be Been that 
during the whole period of my civil administration, extending over a 
space of eight months, there were tried by Military Commission in 
three (3) States of Georgia, Alabama and Florida only thirty-two (32) 
persons j of these but fifteen (15) were convicted ; and of these fifteen 
(15) the sentence of four (4) were disapproved ; of eight (8) others 
remitted ; of two (2) referred to the President of the United States, 
and still awaiting action, leaving but one (1) person convicted and in 
confinement for violation of civil law and tried by Military Commis- 
sion on the cessation of military authority. This simple statement of 
facts I deem a complete refutation of the charges that military power 
was so despotically and arbitrarily exercised. 
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As with regard to the rights of person, so Also with those of proper* 
ty. It was my study and effort to zealously guard the rights of indi- 
viduals, without reference to any consideration but that of justice and 
law so far as I could comprehend it. The adoption of the relief laws 
in the several States ; the loose manner in which these laws were 
drawn by the several legislatures, involved an immense amount of 
business in receiving, examining into and deciding on the innumerable 
cases which were presented ; one side always claiming military inter* 
vention for their protection* As far as it was possible to do so, these 
applicants were always referred to the Judiciary, whose duty it was 
to construe these laws, and it was only in cases where the courts could 
not act, or could not be referred to, or in cases where legislative action 
was necessary — in other words, cases where action on the part of the 
military commander seemed to be imperative, that I would take any ac- 
tion. And it is gratifying to be able to state that since the resumption of 
civil authority and the right of appeal given to the dissatisfied parties, 
I have had no call for any papers or evidence touching any of the few 
cases acted on. 

The amount of labor performed in carrying out the civil and, mill* 
tary administration of my command, independent of what specially 
related to the Civil Bureau, during the period covered by this report, 
(from January 1st, to November 1st, 1868,) will be seen by reference 
to the accompanying statement of k my Assistant Adjutant General, 
wherein is shown that there were five thousand four hundred and 
thirty-two (5482) letters received, and eighteen hundred and eighty* 
three (1888) letter*, and six thousand and eighty-four (6084) endorse- 
ments covering orders, instructions and decisions* sent from my 
Headquarters. 

The States comprising the district having been admitted to repre- 
sentation, orders were issued declaring the cessation of all interven- 
tion on the part of military officers in civil affairs ; and the troops that 
had suffered greatly in discipline by the manner in which they had 
been detached and scattered, were concentrated on railroad centres, 
from whence, in the event of their services being required, they could 
be promptly moved. This movement proved very distateful to the 
people and' the civil authorities, who, having accustomed themselves 
to rely on the troops for maintaining order, were at first apprehensive 
of the consequences of their withdrawal 

Instructions werfe relieved from the President and Secretary of 
War confining the troops to the simple preservation of the peace, and 
and that only, after the civil authorities had exhausted ail the means 
in their power, and called on the military through the proper chant* 
feels. (See instruction* eontamed m letter* mddresmd to Brevet Mcyor 
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General Buchanan and id myself, appended.) It nowbecame my embar- 
rassing duty to decline using the forces under my command, and 
to impress on all parties, the altered condition of affairs. Soon 
after announcing the position of the military, the outrage at 
Camilla, in Georgia, was committed, where as I have sta- 
ted in a special report, the evidence would seem to show, 
that the authors of the outrage were civil officers ; who, under the 
guise of enforcing the law and suppressing disorder, had permitted a 
wanton sacrifice of life and blood. At the same time the report 
stated that the opposite parties,-^-for the affair was a political one — 
had, by their want of judgment, and their insistance on abstract 
rights in the face of the remonstrances of the law officers, giving these 
officers the opportunity of acting as they did. Immediately on this 
outrage being reported, an officer was dispatched to the scene, who 
made a thorough investigation and report. I found from the report 
that the affair lasted but one day and that there was no occasion to 
employ troops for the preservation of order or the protection of the 
people. Being satisfied that the matter had been, and so far as the. 
detection and punishment of the criminals was concerned, should con- 
tinue to be, in the hands of the civil authorities, I transmitted the 
report of the investigation, together with the evidence collected, to 
his Excellency, the Governor of Georgia. 

Early in August, by the order of the President of the United States, 
the Second and Third Military Districts were abolished and consoli- 
dated into the Department of the South, to the command of which, I 
was assigned. This added to my command the States of North and 
South Carolina, increasing greatly the duties, because in these States, 
particularly in South Carolina, military authority had, during recon- 
struction, almost entirely superseded the civil. 

Soon after taking command of the Department of the South, I re- 
ceived communications from the Governors of North and South Caro- 
lina urging the use of the troops, in sustaining the Civil Governments 
in these States, and notifying me of their possessing satisfactory evi-' 
dence, of armed bodies being organized for the purpose of overthrow- 
ing the government. I had previously received somewhat similar 
communications from the Governors of Georgia, Florida" and Ala- 
bama. The sum and substance of these letters were an admission that 
the several State governments were powerless and unable to enforce 
the laws, without the aid and co-operation of the Military. I replied 
to these several applications, that I could find nothing in the existing 
laws or the instructions from superior authority, which would justify my 
answering their call ; which virtually amounted to taking charge of 
the State governmental,-— employing the civil officers as agents of the 
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lailitary; that my sole and exclusive duty was to preserve the peace,, 
and that only, after it was evident that the civil power was unable so 
to do, and had called on me in the manner prescribed by law. These 
applications became so numerous and pressing, that in view of the 
approaching Presidential election, on which day, by the Act of Con- 
gress approved March 2, 1865, I deemed I was authorized to employ 
the military forces to preserve the peace, and to calm the apprehen- 
sions of the anxious, and make known my views to the evil disposed, 
I issued, early in October, an order distributing the troops in the sev- 
eral States in the Department, and gave in the order, not only instruc- 
tions to the officers and men, but deemed it my duty to make an ap- 
peal to the people of the several States, urging calmness and absti- 
nence from those political excitements, tending to riot and bloodshed. 
Although, particularly careful to require all intervention of the troops 
to bo subordinate to, and in aid of, and co-operation with the civil au- 
thorities, this order was misconstrued and subjected to tho most viru- 
lent criticism. I am gratified however, in being able to state that the 
effect of the order, and the movements made by virtue of it, were in 
the highest degree satisfactory. At the same time, I take this occa- 
sion to call the attention of the General-in-Chief, and through him, 
those having the power to act, to the anomalous condition of affairs 
existing in this Department, and the necessity, if it be deemed proper 
for the military to intervene in civil affairs ; that more power be giv- 
en to the Department Commander, than existing laws confer. 

I beg leave to refer to the reports of the several heads of the Staff 
Departments at these Headquarters for the necessary information in 
relation to the position, condition and discipline of the troops. So 
soon as the approaching election is over, it is contemplated to re-con- 
centrate the troops, and to require the strictest attention to be paid to 
the drill and discipline of the several commands. 

I take this occasion to express to my several District Commanders, 
and to the officers of the Staff Departments, and to the officers and 
men of the several commands, my thanks for the prompt and efficient 
co-operation I have ever received at their hands. No army, in pre* 
vious history, was ever called on to discharge such delicate and re- 
sponsible duties, involving powers that, if abused, might have led tq 
the most serious consequences ; and yet the transition from military 
to civil power was so imperceptible as to have passed unnoticed but 
for the special means, by way of proclamations, orders, etc. , to make 
it public. I do not mean to deny but that there were individual ex*, 
ceptions, and that in some cases, bad judgment, political bias, or per- 
sonal feelings, may have influenced the course of some individual 
officer or soldier — this is no more than is to be expected from, oar 
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nature—but I do maintain , that taking the large force extending over 
fuch an extent of territory, and vested with supreme power, that in-* 
stead of the few instances where, perhaps, criticism might be appro- 
priate,^ wonder was — and it is to be said to the credit of the army—' 
that so little abuse was made of a power by those who might very 
readily be supposed difficult to restrain and control. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

GEORGE G. MEADE, 
Major General U* S. Army, Commanding* 



TELEGRAMS RECEIVED AND SENT. 



Atlanta, Geokqia, January, 8, 1868. 
General U* & Grant: 

The passage of ordinances by the Conventions of Alabama and 
Georgia, enacting relief laws, are producing great suffering in these 
. States, by causing expedition to be used in making levies in anticipa- 
tion of these ordinances having the force of law. advantage is beiDg 
taken of the interval of time before these ordinances are laws to bring 
levies and executions, thus causing these ordinances, intended as a 
measure of relief, to become, in reality, the means of increasing and 
greatly aggravating the burdens of the people. I am, therefore, in- 
clined to adopt the ordinances as the act of the military authority 
and declare tnera to have force until the question is settled as to the 
adaption or rejection of the Constitutions enacting them. I refer to 
you, because your telegram ot December 23d is adverse to enforcing 
any of the ordinances of the Conventions prior to the adoption of the 
Constitutions, and to obtain your approval of my proposed action* 
Answer immediately * 

(Signed) GEORGE G. MEADE, 

Major General* 
A true copy : 

R. C. DRtJM, AtsUtattt Adjutant General. 

WAR DEPARTMENT, 

Washington, D, C, January 10, 1868. 
Major General George G, Meade, Commanding Third Military District? 
As District Commander, I think you will be perfectly justifiable in 
adopting as your own order the Stay Laws proposed in the Constitu~ . 
tiuns to be submitted to the people of Alabama and Georgia. Thia 
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coarse is different from adopting, as law, the provisions of the Consti- 
tutions in advance of their ratification. 

(Signed) U. 8. GRANT, 

General* 



A true copy: 
R. C. 



DRUM, Assistant Adjutant General* 



Atlanta, Georgia, January 9, 1868. 
General U. S. Grant y Washington, D. C: 

I have had a conference with Governor Jenkins, and exerted all my 
influence to induce him to consider the appropriation by the Conven- 
tion as an appropriation made by law, and not inconsistent with the 
provisions of the Georgia Constitution, and urged him to sign the war- 
rant required by the Treasurer. The Governor declined, and there is 
no alternative but the exercise of my power to obtain control of the 
State Treasury. To avoid making any more changes than are required 
to effect the object, and also the difficulty of finding a suitable person 
and the questions of bonds, I propose to remove only the Treasurer, 
and to assign to the duty Brevet Brigadier General Ruger, with in- 
structions to continue payments as heretofore, in accordance with the 
existing laws of the State, and to make suoh payments to the Conven- 
tion as I shall authorize, checking thus unnecessary expenditures. I 
see no other mode of supplying the wants of the Convention, and its 
continuance in session is dependent on its wants being immediately 
supplied. It is probable other steps may have to be taken before the 
money can be secured, as it is intimated that an issue will be made, 
with a view of testing the validity of my powers Your approval or 
disapproval is asked at once. 

(Signed GEORGE G. MEADE, 

Major General* 
A true copy: 

R. C.JDRTJM, Assistant Adjutant General. 

WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, D. C, January 10, 1868. 
Major General George G, Meade, Commanding Third Milvtary District: 
Plan proposed in your dispatch of last evening to remove State 
Treasurer of Georgia, is approved. 

(Signed) U. 8. GRANT, 

GeneraL 
A true copy : 

R. C. DRUM, Assistant Adjutant General. 

Atlanta, Georgia, January 11, 1868, 
General U. S. Grant, Washington, D. C: 

The Convention of Alabama, ordained that when the election for 
the ratification of the Constitution should be held, tne people should 
vote to fill ail the offices created by the Constitution, and for members 
of Congress. General Pope, in his order authorizes the officers of the 
election to receive the votes cast in conformity with this ordinance. 
Governor Patton and many influential citizens, advocate strongly the 
withdrawal of this authority, alleging it will affect injuriously the 
question of ratification, and the nominees, mostly members of the 
^Convention, are not such as the people wculd put in nomination, if 
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they had a fair chance. General Swayne admits some of the objetw 
tions, but strongly reports against the revocation, on the ground thai 
it would be disastrous to reconstruction ; that it would require addi- 
tional elections, greatly to be deprecated and that though not required 
explicitly by the Reconstruction Act, the power exercised by the Con*, 
vention is implied in these Acts. My own judgment, wduld be against 
authorizing this election, were the question submitted ab initio. As 
the order ha£ been ismiod, there are reasons against any change provi- 
ded the order is legitimate. The ordinance contemplates the whole 
of the State machinery going into effect, so soon as the Constitution 
Is ratified j but I do not "think the officers elected, can take office with- 
out my authority, until the Constitution under which tbeyare elected 
receives the approval of Congress. But, there will undoubtedly b* 
great pressure brought to bear, to obtain my authority ; and recent 
action in Congress, would seem to indicate a desire to place the State 
Governments in the hands of the Conventions. I should be glad to 
have your views, and as the urgency is immediate, I ask for them by 
telegraph. 

GEORGE G. MEADE, 

Major* General* 
A true copy i 

R. C. DRUM, Assistant Adjutant General. 



WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, D. C, January 13, 1868. 
JMayor General Meade, Commanding Third Military District : 

You will perceive by the Reconstruction Acts that Conventions ar« 
to frt»me constitutions and civil governments for their respective 
States, which already implies authority to order the election of officers 
thereunder, and in fixing the day of election, Alabama has only fol- 
lowed an established precedent. 

The Governments elected cannot assume authority except under 
orders from the District Commander, or after action of Congress upoa 
their Constitutions. 

(Signed) U. S. GRANT, 

Generak 
A true copy : 

R, 0. DRUM, Assistant Adjutant General. 



WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, D. C, January 13, 1868. 
Major General George G. Meade, Commanding Third Military District: 
I would not advise interference with elections ordered by the State 
Constitutions, unless very satisfactory reasons exist for doing so. 

('Signed) U. 8. GRANT, 

General, 
A true copy : 

R. C. DRUM, Assistant Adjutant General. 



Atlanta, Georgia, January 12, 1868. 
General V. S. Grant f Wash'mfft >n, D. C: 
General Swayne, upon further reflection, and fuller information as 
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to the character of the nominees, withdraws the ohjections, reported 
In my dispatch of yesterday, to the postponement of the election of 
State officers in Alabama on the 4th of February proximo. 

GEORGE G. MEADE, 

Major General. 
A true copy : 

R. C, DRUM, Assistant Adjutant General* 



Washington, D. f!., January 15, 1868. 
Major General George G. Meade, Commanding Third Military District : 
Telegram to General Grant received. He replies, act according to 
your own judgment about postponing Conventions. 

(Signed) ADAM BADEAU, 
Brevet Brigadier General and A. D. C. 
A true copy : 

R* C. DRUM, Assistant Adjutant General. 



HEADQUARTERS THIRD MILITARY DISTRICT, 
Atlanta, Gkorqia, January 12, 1868. 
General U. & Grant? 

Unless the pending bill in Congress, directing military commanders 
to fill all the offices in the States under their commands rescinds the 
test oath and provides for selection from qualified voters, I am in- 
formed its execution in this District will be entirely impracticable. 

GEORGE G. MEADE, 

Major General. 
A true copy ^ 

R. C DRUM, Assistant Adjutant GtweraL 



HEADQUARTERS THIRD MILITARY DISTRICT, 

Atlanta, Georgia, January 15, 1868. 
General U. S. Grant, Washington, D. C: 

The Governor of Florida has laid before me, and endorsed the same, 
a petition numerously signed, asking that the order of General Pope 
calling together the Constitutional Convention on the 20th inst., be 
suspended for a period sufficiently long to enable me to decide on the 
nu^stions raised iy them invalidating the election of the members. 
The points raised, are the violation of the Reconstruction Laws by 
General Pope. First, in the manner of districting the State, Second- 
ly, in the registration thereof. Thirdly, in the conduct of the election. 
^There is not time for me to deliberately examine these points, but 
there is prima facie evidence justifying me in the belief that perhaps, 
according to my judgment, the Reconstruction Laws have not be< n 
etrictly adhered to, or at least there are grave questions raised. 
Under this view, I am disposed to postpone the meeting of the Con- 
vention for thirty days; but in this, as in all cases, refrain from act- 
ing until advised that you do not disapprove my proposed action. 
Please reply immediately. 

(Signed) GEORGE G. MEADE, 

Major QeneraL 
A true copy : 

R. 0. DRUM, Assistant Adjutant General. 
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HEADQUARTERS THIRD MILITARY DISTRICT, 

Atlanta, Georgia January 16, 1868. 
General U. S. Grant, XJ. S. Army, Washington, D. C. : 

Has a District Commander any authority, under the law, to correct 
infractions of the law ? Has be any power, supposing he is satisfied 
that an. election had not been properly conducted, or that great frauds 
existed, to set the election aside, and order another ? My own opinion 
is, that he has' not, and that the only appeal in cases of improper dis- 
tricting, or fraudulent election, is to be found in Congress when the 
Constitutions are acted upon. Answers to these questions are impor- 
tant because if I cannot correct the evils charged in the case of Flo- 
rida, there is no occasion to postpone the meeting of the Convention. 

GEORGE G. MEADE, 

Major General. 
A true copy : 

R. C. DRUM, Assistant Adjutant General, 

Washington, D. C, January 17, 1868. 
Major General George G. Meade, Commanding Third Military Dis- 
trict: 

Congress unquestionably can determine upon the question presented 
by the Governor of Florida, whatever may be the authority of Dis- 
trict Commanders over such cases. 

Major General Pope having practically settled the matter com- 
plained of, by his action, before you assumed command of the Third 
District, it is deemed judicious, not to interfere with meeting of the 
Convention at the time ordered by him ; but leave the whole matter 
to Congress, on its final action. 

(Signed) U. S. GRANT, 

General, 



A true copy : 



DRUM, Assistant Adjutant General. 



HEADQUARTERS THIRD MILITARY DISTRICT, 
Atlanta, Georgia, January, 18, 1868. 
General XJ. S. Grant, Washington, D. C. : 

General : The State Treasurer and Comptroller General of this 
State, have not only removed beyond my jurisdiction all the funds in 
their charge, but all the books and records of their offices, hoping by 
these means to force a resort to civil process. As these acts are not 
only in violation of the statutes of Georgia, but clear cases of contempt 
of the power and authority of the United States, I have ordered the 
arrest, and if necessary, confinement of these derelict officers, and 
their trial by Military Commission for malfeasance in office and con- 
tempt of authority. 

(Signed) GEORGE G. MEADE, 

Major General, 
A true copy : 

R. C. DRUM, Assistant Adjutant General. 



Washington, D. 0., January 18, 1868. 
Major General George G. Meade, Commanding Third Military Dis- 
trict: 
Tell me whether you think the election for civil officers in Alabama, 
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ahould take place as now ordered, op not. It looks to me, better that 
it should : but, being present, you can tell better than I can. 

(Signed) U. S. GRANT, 

General* 
A true copy : 

B. 0. DRUM, Assistant Adjutant General. 



HEADQUARTERS THIRD MILITARY DISTRICT, 
Atlanta, Georgia, January 18, 1868. 
General U, S. Grant, Washington, D. Cj 

I have nothing to add my telegrams of the eleventh and twelfth 
instants in relation to postponement of Alabama election. My own 
judgment was in favor of rescinding General Pope's order authorizing 
it, but your dispatches of the thirteenth instant were so conclusive, 
and the delicacy I have in regard to General Pope's orders, caused 
me to notify Governor Patton that I should take no action. It is now, 
in my judgment, as the election is so near, too late to make any 
change. 

(Signed) GEORGE G. MEADE, 

Major General. 
A true copy: 

R. C» DRUM, Assistant Adjutant GeneraL 



HEADQUARTERS THIRD MILITARY DISTRICT, 
Atlanta* Georgia, January 19, 1868. 
General U. S. Grant, Washington, D. C. > 

The conduct of the officials of Georgia, embarrass me in procuring 
funds for immediate purposes. I am informed the Georgia State 
Road, under instructions from the Governor, and doubtless, in antici- 
pation of existing condition of affairs, has recently, without regard to 
the wants of the State Treasury, paid large sums to the Quartermaster 
General, on account of its indebtedness to the Government. It has 
occurred to me, that if this money has not yet reverted to the Treas- 
ury, and is under the control of the War Department, that a tempo- 
rary return of a portion of it might be made to the Treasurer of 
Georgia or myself, for immediate wants; and when the present diffi- 
culties are overcome, and the revenue of the State derived from the 
regular sources, this loan could be returned. If this is practicable, I 
would most urgently recommend it, as if I can only get money, the 
officials are flanked. I am further advised by the Superintendent of 
the State road, who is faithfully co-operating with me, that if the 
auditing and settlement of bis accounts could be transferred from 
Colonel Dana, at Washington, to an officer here— ^either General Sax- 
ton or Captnin Farnsworth, that the settlement would be greatly ex- 
pedited, and the ievenue derived from the road, placed in the State 
Treasury in a much shorter time. This is very desirable, and I would 
urge said transfer be authorized. 

(Signed) GEORGE G. MEADl, 

Major General* 
A true copy : 

R. 0. DRUM, Assistant Adjutant General. 
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HEADQUARTERS THIRD MILITARY DISTRICT, 
Atlanta, Georgia, January 23, 1868. 
General U. 8. Grant, Washington, D. C. : 

The importance of the subject and the very great embarrassment I 
find myself in, owing to the financial condition of this State, author- 
ize and compel me to call your attenton to my telegram of the 19th 
instant, and to urge immediate action thereon. 

(Signed) GEORGE G. MEADE, 

Major General. 
A true copy : 

R. 0. DRUM, Assistant Adjutant General. 



Washington, D. C, January 24, 1868. 
Mayor General George G. Meade, Commanding Third Military District: 
I have recommended the adoption of your suggestions about Geor- 
gia Railroad and funds. 

(Signed) U. S. GRANT, 

General, 
A true copy : 

R. 0. DRUM, Assistant Adjutant General. 



HEADQUARTERS THIRD MILITARY DISTRICT, 
Atlanta, Georgia, January 31 , 1868. 
General U. 8. Grant, Washington, D. C: 

I am sorry to seem to be importunate, but the Convention presses 
me with their wants, and are making various propositions to raise 
money which, in the event of any action being nad on my telegrams 
of the nineteenth instant, I am reluctant to accede to. I therefore, 
would like to hear what probability there is of my proposition and 
your recommendation being acted on. 

(Signed) GEORGE G. MEADE, 

Major General. 
A true copy : 

R. C. DRUM, Assistant Adjutant General. 



"Washington, D. C, February 1, 1868. 
Major General George G. Meade, Ckmimanding Third Military District: 
Report of action on your dispatch of 19th January, was sent by 
mail several days ago. There it scarcely any hope of anything from 
here, of a pecuniary nature. 

U. 8. GRANT, 

General. 
A true copy : 

R. C. DRUM, Assistant Adjutant General. 



HEADQUARTERS THIRD MILITARY DISTRICT, 
Atlanta, Georgia, January 21, 1868. 
General U. S. Grant f Washington, D. C. : 

I have received, through the President of the United States, a com- 
munication from the Governor of Florida, relating to the meeting of 
the Convention. May I ask you to show to the President my tele- 
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grams on this subject, with your replies. I am advised to-day, by tele- 
graph, that the Convention met yesterday and adjourned. 

(Signed) GEORGE G. MEADE, 

Major General, 



A true copy 
R. C. 



DRUM, Assistant Adjutant General. 



WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, D. C, January 25, 1868. 
Major General George G. Meade, Commanding Third Military District : 
Will it not he well to extend the number of days the Polls are to 
be kept open at the Alabama election, in order to give full opportuni-' 
ty to all who register, to vote? Two days will hardly be sufficient 
time. 

It would be better to amend General Pope's order now, than after 
the election had commenced* 

(Signed) U. & GRANT, 

General, 
A true copy : 

R. C. DRUM, Assistant Adjutant General. 



HEADQUARTERS THIRD MILITARY DISTRICT, 
Atlanta, Georgia, January 26, 1868. 
General U. 8, Grant, Washington, D. C. : 

After reference to Commanding Officer, in Alabama, I have modi- 
fied General Order No. 101, so as to allow four days for voting, and 
confined the number of precincts to not more than three, in any one 
county. 

(Signed) GEORGE G. MEADE, 

Major GeneraU 
A true copy : 

R. C DRUM, Assistant Adjutant General. 

Washington, D. C, February 5, 18G8. 
Major General George G, Meade, Commanding: 

Your application in relation to the bill to be filed in the Supreme 
Court of the United States by Charles J. Jenkins, is received. 
Counsel will be employed and the matter attended to. 

(Signed) E. M. STANTON, 

Secretary of War. 
A true copy: 

R. C. DRUM, Assistant Adjutant General. 

Washington, D. C, February 10, 1868. 
Major General G. G. Meade: 
Tell me the probable result of Alabama election. 

(Signed) U. S. GRANT, 

General. 



HEADQUARTERS THIRD MILITARY DISTRICT, 
Atlanta, Gbobgia, February 10, 1868. 
General Tf. 8. Grant, Washington, D. C: 

I returned from Alabama yesterday. The election passed off with- 
out disorder of any kind. It is not practicable, as yet, to form any 
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ilCCUYate opinion of the vote, but indications would* seem to snow* (hat 
it will not be greater than the vote cast for Convention, perhaps less, 
and if the registered vote has been much increased, the Constitution 
may be lost. In some of the Counties, no polls were opened — cause as 
yet unknown. In others, neither of the oraers extending time of elec- 
tion were received* I am having a thorough investigation of these 
cases, and wherever I am satisfied the facilities required by the law 
have not been furnished, I shall re-open the polls, or have polls 
opened for a sufficient length of time to enable all who desire tp vote 
to do so*. 

GEORGE G. MEADE, 

Major General* 
A true copy i 

R. C. BRUM, Assistant Adjutant General. 

Washington, IX C, February 12, 1868. 

Major General George G. Meade, Commanding Third Military District, 
Atlanta, Georgia : 
Your dispatch, stating that you Would investigate causes for non- 
holding of election, in pans of Alabama, and non-extension of time 
in other*, and determination* to give time hereafter, is right. We 
have riot hi Ug to do with defeat or success of the Constitution of Ala- 
bama ; but it is the duty of the Military to see that all who are enti- 
tled toy should have an opportunity to express their will in the matter 
st the polls. 

(Signed) U. S. GRANT/ 

General* 
A true copy i 

& C. DRUM, Assistant Adjutant General. 



I*EBRtrABT 12, 1868. 
Genefal Grant, Washington, P. C. i 

Out of for'ty-six delegates elected to the Convention of Florida, and 
ordered by General Pope to assemble at Tallahassee, forty appeared 
and organized. Subsequently, dissensions arose, — principally on the 
question of distribution of officers— ^when eighteen of the members 
withdrew from the Convention. The twenty-two left, proceeded to 
form a Constitution and have notified me of tneir having done so, and 
ask an order for an election, and await my action prior to adjourn- 
ment. In the mean time, the eighteen seceders joined by three of the 
delegates who failed to appear at the original organization, making 
twenty-one elected members, have organized and sent a protest against 
the action ot the original body, and claim they have twnty-foui 
members present. Up to this time, I have declined to interfere with 
their dissensions or to allow the military power to intervene in aid of 
one or the other party, deferring any action till their proceedings re* 
quired it on my part. I must now decide on the legality of the acts 
of twenty-two who present a Constitution. If this party had a ma- 
jority of the original members elected, I would have no doubt of their 
status,—* but they have not. They have a majority of the members 
present at the organization, but three are known to nave since joined, 
and the seceders claim that six have joined them. In other words, 
are twenty-two members of a body to which forty-six were elected, 
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forty otjflpanizocl, and three subsequently appeared, competent to dis- 
charge the functions assigned by law to the Convention. 

I should have gone to Florida but for the Alabama election, and 
shall now go so soon as affairs in Alabama will permit. I have used 
«veiy effort by recommendations to produce harmony, and perhaps, 
unless otherwise advised by you, shall continue to refuse any action 
until sufficient number of the seceders shall return to the original 
body, so as to make their number a majority of the number elected. 
This will require the return of two of the Senators. Your views are 
asked as soon as possible. 

(Signed GEORGE G. MEADE, 

Major General* 
A true copy : 

E. G..DRUM, Assistant Adjutant GeneraL 



Washington, D. C, February 13, 1868. 
Major Genernl George G. Meade, Commanding Third Military District, 
Atlanta, Georgia: 

Has not the Convention of Florida expelled some of the members 
elect as ineligible to seats ? If so, is not twenty-two members a quo- 
rum, and are not the expelled members among the seceders? 

(Signed) U. 8. GKANT, 

General, 
A true copy : 

R. C. DRUM, Assistant Adjutant General. 



Washington, D. a, February 13, 1868. 
Major General George G. Meade, Commanding Third Military District : 

I suggest that you advise Florida Convention that their acts can 
toot be recognized unless they are the acts of an undoubted quorum of 
the whole number of Delegates elected. Unless such a quorum open 
In their acts in a reasonable time, I would refer the whole matter, 
with all facts, to Congress. It will be well for you to go to Florida 
as soon as possible. 

(Signed) U. S. GRANT, 

General, 
A true copy: 

R. C. DRUM, Assistant Adjutant General. 



WAR DEPARTMENT, 

Washington, D. C, February 28, 1868. 
Major General George & Meade, Commanding Third Military District, 
Atlanfa, Georgia: 
If any notice, subpoena, or other paper is -served on you, in th« 
Georgia case, give no answer whatever, other than to refer any party 
or paper to our Qouncil, care of the Secretary of War. Give the 
same notice to Ruger and Rockwell. 

(Signed) U. S. GRANT, 

General. 
A true copy : 

R. C. DRUM, Assistant Adjutant General 
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Atlanta, Gjsoegia, February 20, 18<& 
General tt. S. Grant , Washington, i>. C: 

The Florida Convention have submitted to me an ordinance relating 
to the ratification of the Constitution and election of officers under it. 
This ordinance provides that when the election is held under my or- 
ders for ratification, that the judges, inspectors and other officers shall 
provide separate ballot boxes, etc., and shall receive the ballots for 
Congressional, State and County officers, of all persons qualified to 
vote under the provisions of the Constitution, or, in other words, the 
votes of persons not .registered under the Reconstruction Laws, are to 
be allowed to vote for these officers. Is this election of officers under 
the Constitution, and only to take office on the adoption of the Con- 
stitution, to be considered as an election for officers under the Pro- 
visional Government referred to in section six of Act approved March 
2, 1867, and all non-registered voters, excluded by this section at first 
election held tinder the new Constitution 7 Again, the ordinance 
designates certain days in May for holding the election. Since ad- 
journing, the President of the Convention, on behalf of a majority of 
its members, applies to have the date of election advanced to some 
time in April. Does section four of Act approved March 23, 1867, 
authorise District Commander to fix day of election, or change the 
same, after the Convention has designated a day ? 

GEORGE G. MEADE, 

Major General* 
A true copy i 

B. C. DRUM, Assistant Adjutant General. 

Washington, D. C, March 2, 1868. 
Major General George G. Meade, Commanding Third Military District : 

The election proposed by the Convention for officers under the new 
■Constitution, I do not consider as an election for officers under the 
Provisional Government, referred to in Section six (6) of the Act ap- 
proved March 2, 1867. It is clear to my mind, that a proper con- 
struction of Section four (4), of Act approved March 23, 1867, does 
not authorize District Commanders to fix or change the day of elec* 
tion, after it has been designated by the Convention. 

U. 8, GRANT, 

(JeneraL 
A true copy ? 

R. C. DRUM, Assistant Adjutant General. 

HEADQUARTERS THIRD MILITARY DISTRICT, 
Atlanta, Georgia, March 6, 1868. 
General Grant, Washington, D. U : 

Can you not send me an official or certified copy of the supplemen- 
tary Reconstruction Act, recently passed by Congress, — I mean ther 
one authorizing elections for State officers, at same time that Consti- 
tution is submitted for ratification. 

(Signed) GEORGE G. MEADE, 

Major GeneraL 

Washington, D. 0., March 7, 1868. 
Major General George G. Meade, Commanding Jhird Military District: 
Please transmit immediately, a copy of the protest of the Georgia 
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Convention, against the proceedings of Governor Jenkins, now pend- 
ing in the Supreme Court of the United States, which you lately for- 
warded. The copy to be authenticated by the signatures of the Pres- 
ident and Secretary of the Convention, without any State; but certi- 
fied by you to be genuine signatures of those officers, and that they 
are the President and Secretary of the State Convention now in ses- 
sion. The paper should reach here before next Friday, and may be 
sent by special messenger, to be detailed for that purpose. To have 
the authentication correct, it would be well to send a copy of the au- 
thentication by telegraph, omitting the protest itself, so that any 
changes desired by counsel cad be made. Acknowledge this tele- 
graph. 

EDWIN M. STANTON. 
A true; copy: 

R. C. DRUM, Assistant Adjutant General. '> 



HEADQUARTERS THIRD MILITARY DISTRICT, 
Atlanta, Georgia, March 9, 1868, 
Eon. KM. Stanton, Secretary of War, Washington, D. C: 

Sir : — I send herewith by the hands of Brevet Lieutenant Colonel 
C. D. Emory, Aide-de-Camp, an official copy of the resolution of the 
Georgia Convention in relation to the suit brought in the Supreme 
Court of the United States in the name of the State of Georgia. 
Very respectful lv, your obedient servant, 

(Signed) GEORGE G. MEADE, 
l Major General U. S. A,, Commanding, 

A true copy : 

R. C. DRUM, Assistant Adjutant General. 

Washington, D. C, March 8, 1868. 
Major General George G. Meade, Commanding : 

The proposed certificate is right, but to use every precaution, it 
would be well to add also your affidavit. The papers must be here by 
Thursday night, and as much earlier as possible. 

E. M. STANTON. 
A true copy : 

R. C. DRUM, Assistant Adjutant General. 

Washington, D. C, March 7, 1868. * 
Major General George G. Meade. Commanding : 
Law asked for by you, sent by mail. 
When may vour report on Alabama election be looked for? 

(Signed) U. S. GRANT, 

General, 
A true copy : 

R. C. DRUM, Assistant Adjutant General 



HEADQUARTERS THIRD MILITARY DISTRICT, 

Atlanta, Georgia, March, 9, 1868. 
General U. S. Grant, Washington, D. C: 

I have only to-day received report on Alabama election. Vote for 
Constitution 70,812*; against it 1,005; total vote cast 71,817; total 
vote cast for Convention 91,808; white vote for Constitution 6,702 j 
white vote cast for Convention 18,563 : vote on Constitution lacks for 
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ratification 13,550. Out of 62 Counties, twenty voted four days, thir- 
teen voted two days, and two bad no election, the balance, twenty- 
seven, voted five days. I am satisfied the Constitution was lost on it» 
merits, and I think the best to do, would be for Congress to re-assemble 
the Convention to revise the Constitution and then re-submit it to the 
people under the new law, giving a majority of votes cast the power 
to ratify. I do not see much use in re-opening the polls as I proposed, 
as there is no possibility the votes that would be cast affecting the 
result. As soon as I can get away from here, I shall go to Montgome- 
ry to decide the question. In the mean time, as soon as I can have 
prepared the data, I will send you a report, showing the election as it 
took place ; this will require perhaps a week. 

(Signed) GEORGE G. MEADE, 

Major General 

Washington, D. C, March 9, 1868. 
Major General George G. Meade, Commanding : 

Telegraph me the number of votes cast for Constitution; the num- 
ber against, and the total number registered. Resolution of Congress 
calls on me for this information. 

(Signed) U. S. GRANT, 

General. 
A true copy : 

R. C. DRUM, Assistant Adjutant General. 



HEADQUARTERS THIRD MILITARY DISTRICT, 

Atlanta, Georgia, March 10, 1868. 
General U. S. Grant , Washington, D. C.\ 

I telegraphed you yesterday the result of Alabama election. By 
adding the amount, vote on Constitution fails of ratification, to that 
vote, and doubling, you will get amount of registered votes, viz : one 
hundred and ninety thousand seven hundred and thirty four, — but I 
should explain, that this amount is partly estimated, as some of the 
counties had not all sent in their revised registration. Again, this 
amount includes registration in these counties where no election was 
had, which ought not, in my judgment, to be included. All these 
points I will give you when my written report goes on. I telegraphed 
yesterday only the substance of Hay den's report. 

(Signed) GEORGE G. MEADE, 

Major General. 

HEADQUARTERS THIRD MILITARY DISTRICT, 
Atlanta, Georgia, March 12, 1868. 
General Grant, Washington, D. C: 

Alabama election returns show that the vote on Governor is eleven 
hundred and eighty-six less than vote on Constitution, and vote on 
Probate Judges is seven hundred and forty-two less than vote for 
Constitution. I send these because it has been charged that gross 
frauds were perpetrated in mutilating the tickets of colored men by 
tearing off the vote on the Constitution, and it was predicted that the 
vote for Probate Judges would exceed the Vote on the Constitution by 
many thousands. 1 am of the opinion that most of the charges of ex- 
tensive frauds will prove as illusory as the above. There were un- 
doubtedly irregularities in the election sufficient to justify its being 
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sot aside as recommended, and I believe a more liberal Constitution 
would command a majority of votes. In this State and Florida, 
where the Constitutions do not go beyond the requirements of Con- 
gress, but fully comply with them, there seems to be no doubt among 
all parties but that the people will ratify them by large majorities. 
The Georgia Convention adjourned yesterday, and the election for 
ratification will be held on the twentieth proximo. 

(Signed) GEORGE G. MEADE, 

Major General U. & A. 



Washington, D. C, March 13, 1868. 
Major General George G. Meade^ Commanding : 

The last amendatory Reconstruction Act is now law. 

U. 8. GRANT, 

General. 
A true copv : 

ft. d. DRUM, Assistant Adjutant General 

Washington, D. C, March 13, 1868. 
Major General George G. Meade* Commanding 'Third MUUary District : 

If you think it advisable to authorize the Florida election to take 
place in April, do not permit anything in my dispatch on that sub* 
ject to keep you from it. 

U. S. GRANT, 

General 
A true copy : 

R» <i DRUM, Assistant Adjutant General 



HEADQUARTERS THIRD MILITARY DISTICT, 
Atlanta, Georgia, March 14, 1868. 
General Grant* Washington, D. d: 

Georgia Convention, in ordering election of members of Congress 
and State officers, after prescribing that at these elections the qualifi- 
cations for voters shall be the same as prescribed by acts of Congress 
for voters on ratification, require voters to swear they will support the 
Constitution submitted, and that they have not prevented, or at- 
tempted to prevent, any one from voting. Is this permitted by the 
law of March 12, 1868, which prescribes that at these elections regis- 
tered voters may vote? If permitted, do you think any oath should 
be required of registered voters for officers under the Constitution 
which is not required of voters on the Constitution ? 

(Signed) GEORGE G. MEAD& 



Washington, D. C, March 16, 1868. 
Major General George G. Medte, Commanding Third Military District : 

Section two of the last amendatory Reconstruction Act provides the 
same qualifications for voters for members of Congress and the elective 
officers provided for by the Constitution submitted, as are prescribed 
for voters on the ratification of the Constitution. Voters on the rati* 
fication of the Constitution cannot, under the law, be required to take 
the oath prescribed by the Convention, and, in my opinion, it woultj 
be in contravention of the acts of Congress to require voters' for Coa- 
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gressraen and other elective officers to take it. Section second, re- 
ferred to, is applicable to the Florida election. 

U. S. GRANT, 

General, 
A true copy : 

R. 0. DRUM, Assistant Adjutant General, 

Washington, D. C, March 28, 186a 
Major General George G. Meade, Commanding Third Military District : 

The motion for injunction against you and General Ruger, and Col- 
onel Rockwell, was postponed by the Court yesterday, until the 1st of 
December next. 

E. M. STANTON, 
A true copy r 

R. C. DRUM, Assistant Adjutant General, 

Washington, D. C., April 2, 1868. 
Major General George G. Meade, Ckmtmanding Third Military District, AU 
lanta* Georgia. 

I suggest that the murder of Mr. Ashburn be investigated and 
justice be meted out promptly by Military Commission if the civil 
courts cannot be relied on. 

(Signed) U. S. GRANT, 

General, 
A true copy r 
R. C. DRUM, Assistant Adjutant General. 



HEADQUARTERS THIRD MILITARY DISTRICT, 
Ati*anta, Gbobgia, April 3, 1868. 
General Grant: 

I have just returned from Florida, and find your dispatch in rela- 
tion to the murder of Mr. Ashburn. Captain Mills, commanding at 
Columbus, reports he is doing everything in co-operation with the 
civil authorities, to detect arid arrest the murderers j and if any are 
caught, I intend trying them by Military Commission. 

(Signed) GEORGE G. MEADE,/ 

Mcyo?* General, 
A true copy : 

R. C. DRUM, Assistant Adjutant General, 



HEADQUARTERS THIRD MIUTARY DISTRICT, 
Atlanta, Georgia, April 4, 1868. 
General Graft, Washington, D. C: 

There are unmistakable signs of disorder in this State and Ala- 
bama from secret organizations, such as have disturbed Tennessee. I 
am about issuing a very stringent order, and shall take very summary 
measures to check this evil, if practicable, but the force under my 
command is insufficient to control all parts of these States, and in 
▼iew of the approaching elections I would be much relieved if the 
forces here could be temporarily increased, say an additional regiment 
tor two months. The moral effect of re-inforcements would be very 
great, besides the actual benefit of additional forces. The people are 
Becoming alarmed, the negroes getting excited threatening retaliation, 
and affairs within the last ten days assuming a serious aspect. The 
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object seems to be to drive obnoxious men out of the country. If you 
cannot spare a regiment, any companies you can send will be of great 
value. 

(Signed) GEORGE G. MEADE, 

Major General. 
A true copy ; 

R» C. DRUM, Assisianl Adjutant General* 

• Washington, D. 0., April 7, 1868. 

Major General George G. Meaxfo> Commanding Third Military District At- 
kuila, Georgia : 
Will it not be well to remove all the civil officers in Columbus, and 
all other places, where like outrages occur. 

In Alabama, where outrages are committed, the men elected might 
be installed. 

(Signed) U. S. GRANT, 

General. 
A true copy : 

R. 0. DRUM, Assistant Adjutant General 

HEADQUARTERS THIRD MILITARY DISTRICT, 
Atlanta, Georgia, April 9, 1868. 
General ft & Grant: 

I have not Removed civil authorities of Columbus, because Captain 
Mills, commanding there, reported they were acting in concert with 
him, and evinced every disposition to ferret out murderers. I did 
not. send any Board to investigate, because Mills and his subordinates 
were doing every thing it was practicable to do. I have been fully 
alive to the necessity of action, but am waiting till I see the time 
wJfren action will be available. Captain Mills has made some ten ar*.' 
r«sts, principally of people whom he has reason to believe haveknowl* 
edge of the perpetrators of the deed. I have sent Major Smyth, of 
the Judge Advocate GeneraPs Department, to assist in the investiga- 
tion, and have written to Mills to get his judgment on expediency of 
ranking removals of the civil officers. There will be difficulty just 
now in finding people willing to assume the responsibilities and dan- 
gers of the position. 

(Signed) GEORGE G. MEADE, 

Major General. 
A true copy : 

R. C DRUM, Assistant Adjutant General. 

HEADQUARTERS THIRD MILITARY DISTRICT, 
Atlanta, Georgia, April 11, 1868. 
&enemt ft S. Grant, Washington, D. C. : 

Have requested General Gillem to send companies at once to this 
place. These, with those from Thomas, will answer all purposes so 
far as can be anticipated. Matters have become in appearance much 
quieter, since issuing General Orders No. 51. 

(Signed) GEORGE G. MEADE, 

Major General. 
A true copy : 

R. C. DRUM, Assistant Adjutant General 
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HEADQUARTERS THIRD MILITARY DISTRICT, 

Atlanta, Gboroia, April 29, 1868. . 
General U. S. Grant f Washington, D. C. : 

Election passed off as quietly a9 could be expected, one Or two seri- 
ous outbreaks only. Many complaints of frauds from both aides, and 
some applications based on them for re-election. These will be 
thoroughly investigated, and action predicated on result of investiga- 
tion. Official returns come in slowly. No accurate judgment can as 
yet be formed, but the probabilities are that the Constitution is rati- 
fied by a very large majority; Bullock* Republican, elected by a small 
majority, and Democrats carried a majority of the Legislature. No 
acknowledgment has been received by me of my letter to you of the 
16th instant, and I would be relieved to know, at the earliest moment, 
your views on the points raised therein. £ 

GEORGE d. itfEADE, 

Major GeneraL 
A true copy r 

R. C* DRUM, Assistant Adjutant General. 

HEADQUARTERS, WAR DEPARTMENT, 

Washington, P. ri. f April 29, 1868. 
Major General George G. Meade^ Commanding Third Military District : 
I have carefully read your letter of 16th April, and its enclosures^ 
I see nothing in them to change my opinion as expressed to you in 
my dispatch of March 2, 1868. 

The officers elected under the new Constitution of Georgia, are not 
officers of the Provisional Government referred to in the Heconstruo- 
tion Acts, nor are they officers elected under any so-called State au- 
thority, and are not therefore required to take the oath prescribed in 
section nine, Act of July 19 r 1867. The eligibility to hold office 
must be determined by the new Constitution, and the Amendment to 
the Constitution of the United States, designated as Article Fourteen; 

(Signed) U. ». GRANT, 

General. 
A true copy : 

R. 0. DRUM, Assistant Adjutant GeneraL 



HEADQUARTERS THIRD MILITARY DISTRICT, 
Atlanta, Georgia, May 2, 1868. 
General U. 8. Grant, Washington, D. C. : 

Ryland Randolph, editor of the Tuscaloosa Monitor, whose paper 
has been frequently sent to you, as well as myself, recently assaulted, 
with intent to kill, a freedman in that town. The disordered condi- 
tion of the State; the influential position of the criminal, induced 
General Shepherd to have Randolph arrested and to prefer charges 
against him, which I have ordered tried by Military Commission. 
Judge Busteed, of the United States District Court, has granted a 
writ of habeas corpus returnable on the 5th inst. Under my orders, 
(General Orders No. 11,) this writ will be obeyed so far as presenting 
the body in court and making respectful return, setting forth the 
ground and authority of arrest. It is not kDown whether Judge 
Busteed will acknowledge the authority or admit the justification on 
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the grounds set forth. Should he order the discharge of the prisoner, 
your opinion of the course to be pursued is solicited. 

(Signed) GEORGE G. MEADE, 

Major General, 
A true copy: 

R. 0. DRUM, Assistant Adjutant General. 



Washington, D. C, May 4, 1868. 
Major General George G. Meade, Commanding : 

Randolph being taken before a United States Court, I advise sub- 
mission to decision of that court. 

U. S. GRANT, 

General, 
A true copy: 

R. (J. DRUM, Assistant Adjutant General. 



HEADQUARTERS THIRD MILITARY DISTRICT, 
Atlanta, Georgia, May 8, 1868. 
General Grant, Washington, D. C. : 

Colonel Sprague telegraphs, election in Florida passed off without 
disorder ; judging from partial returns, Constitution ratified by about 
three thousand majority, and Reed ticket, (Republican,) elected by a 
small majority. The official returns have been received in this State 
from all but one county, and show Constitution ratified by 17,978 ma- 
jority ; Bullock elected by 7,279 majority; Senate 27 Republicans, 16 
Democrats, 1 doubtful. House 95 Republicans, 74 Democrats, and 6 
doubtful. 

(Signed) GEORGE G. MEADE, 

Major General. 
A true copy : 

R. C. DRUM, Assistant Adjutant General. 



Washington, D. C, May 9, 1868. 
Major General Gewge G. Meade, Commanding : 

Do you think it advisable to appoint civil officers elected at late 
election in Georgia to relieve all army officers heretofore appointed 
by you ? 

(Signed) U. S. GRANT, 

General. 
A true copy : 

R. C. DRUM, Assistant Adjuta?it General. 



HEADQUARTERS THIRD MILITARY DISTRICT, 

Atlanta., Georgia, May 11, 1868. 
General U. S. Grant, Washington, D C~: 

It was not my intention to put in office any of the civil officers 
recently elected until Congress had acted on the Constitution. The 
only army officers detailed are the Governor, Comptroller and Trea- 
surer. The Governor, if put in office, could not appoint any one, 
and would have to appoint every one through me. I do not desire 
any such position, and doubt if it would result harmoniously. Again, 
all appointees would have to take the test oath, and I question 
whether many of the elected men can do this. I have been greatly 
embarrassed in the few appointments I have made to find men who 
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could take this oath. "When the Constitution is sent to Congress, if 
they authorize the civil government going into office in advance of 
the admission of the State and on the same terms as if the State had 
been admitted — that is, without requiring the test oath, I think this 
would be well. I am not disposed to relieve Governor Ruger at 
present, as there are certain financial and other questions originating 
under him, which it is due to him, he should have time to adjust and 
settle. 

I perhaps ought to explain what I mean by want of harmony between 
the Governor elect and myself. Of course you will understand his 
appointments will be made on political and party grounds, and will 
be undoubtedly from his standpoint, on good and sufficient reasons, 
but I have nothing, and wish to have nothing to do with these mat- 
ters, and if he mak«s appointments through me, the responsibility of 
concurrence, if nothing more, must rest on me. 

(Signed) GEORGE G. MEADE, 

Major General. 
A true copy : 

R. C. DRUM, Assistant Adjutant General. 



Washington, D. C, June 1, 1868* 
Major General George G. Meade, Commanding Third Military District : 

I would suggest that the military interfere no obstacle to the meet- 
ing of the legislature of Florida. Leave Congress to reject or affirm 
their acts. 

I do not suggest ordering the legislature to meet, but mere in- 
structions to the commander of the State that he do not interfere in 
the matter. 

(Signed) U. S. GRANT, 

UtneraL 
A true copy : 

. R. C. DRUM, Assistant Adjutant General. 



HEADQUARTERS THIRD MILITARY DISTRICT, 
Atlanta, Geobqia, June 1, 1868. 
General U. 8. Grant, Washington, D. 0.: 

It will not be practicable to adopt your suggestion in regard to the 
Florida; Legislature without some action on my part. When the 
election of State and County officers were ordered, I directed the re- 
turns to be sent to the Superintendent of Registration, instead of the 
Board of Canvassers, as provided in the ordinance of the Convention. 
The members of the Legislature cannot get their certificates of elec- 
tion, without my directing the returns to be turned over* M} T object 
was and is to retain control of the whole subject, because if the Legis- 
lature is permitted to convene without orders from me, and without 
regard to the paramount authority which the Reconstruction laws vest 
in me, interminable confusion and conflict of authority will be sure to 
result. So long as the Reconstruction laws are in force, I should be 
opposed to the convening of the Legislature, except by my order, and 
under my authority. If these Legislatures would confine themselves 
to simply acting on the Fourteenth Article, and then adjourning to 
await Congressional action, I would not object so much, but once 
assembled tney will do as they please, pass laws inconsistent with my 
powers and orders, tax ad libitum the State Treasuries, without any 
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control and without any means of enforcing their acts except through 
me ; whereas, if <7ongress will only act on the Constitution, and au- 
thorize District Commander to instal the elected governments, on 
some terms as if State was admitted, there would he no difficulty in 
the Govern rr-elect calling together the Legislature, and controlling 
their actions through the veto. Unless, therefore, you. send positive 
orders, I sfiall require the Legislatures of Georgia and Florida, to 
await action of Congress on the presented Constitutions of those 
States. 

(Signed) GEORGE G. MEADE, 

Major General. 
A true copy : 

K. C. DRUM, Assistant Aajaiant General. 

HEADQUARTERS THIRD MILITARY DISTRICT, 
Atlanta, Georgia, June 2, 1868. 
General V. S. Grant, Washington, D. C. : % 

Official returns of the Florida election this day received, show for 
the Constitution, fourteen thousand five hundred and sixty-one 
(14,561) votes; against the Constitution, nine thousand five hundred 
and eleven (9,511) votes '.majority for the Constitution, five thousand 
and fifty (5,650) votes. For the office of Governor, — Harrison Reed 
received fourteen thousand four hundred and twenty^one (14,421) 
votes ; George W. Scott received seven thousand seven hundred and 
thirty-one (7,781) votes, and Samuel Walker received two thousand 
two hundred and fifty-seven (2,257) votes. 

(Signed) GEORGE G. MEADE, 

Major General. 
A true copy : 

R. C. DRUM, Assistant Adjutant General. 

Atulnta, Georgia, June 22, 1868. 
To Major General George G. Meade, (Care Adjt. General U. S. Army): 
General Dunn requests me to say that the trial of Columbus pris- 
oners has not yet commenced, nor can it probably before the last of 
this week. There is no prospect that the trial can be completed be- 
fore the State is admitted. Can a trial by Military Commission be 
continued after admission of State ? He desires you to see if Congress 
will not pass an Act for the disposition of all trials that may be pend- 
ing on admission of a State. 

R. C. DRUM, 

Assistant Adjutant General. 
A true copy : 

R. C. DRUM, Assistant Adjutant General. 



Washington, D. C, June, 26, 1868. 
Major General George G. Meade, Commanding Third Military District: 
The act to admit the States of North Carolina, South Carolina, 
Louisiana, Georgia, Alabama and Florida to representation in Con- 
gress, became a law June 25, 1868. 

Please notify the Governors elect of the States in your district, for 
under the act, the Governor elect may, if he deems it necessary, con- 
5 
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▼en© the Legislature thereof at an earlier date than that fixed by law. 

U. S. GRANT, , 
General, 
A true copy : 

R. C DRUM, Assistant Adjutant General* 



WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, D. 0., June 27, 1868. 
Major General George G. Meade, Commanding Third Military Dis- 
trict : 

Your proposition relative to employment of Counsel in the mur- 
der case, is approved. 

(Signed) J. M. SCHOFIELD, 

Secretary of War. 
A true copy : 

R. 0. DRUM, Assistant Adjutant General. 



WAR DEPARTMENT, 

Washington, D. C, June 29, 1868. 
Major General George G. Meade, Commanding Third Military District: 

To avoid any questions as to who shall exercise the offices of Gov* 
ernor and Lieutenant Governor, in the State of Georgia and Ala- 
bama, notice convening of the Legislatures of said States, under the 
Act of Congress passed June 25, 1868. You will appoint the Gover- 
nor and Lieutenant Governor elect, of Georgia, Governor and Lieu- 
tenant Governor of said State, vice present incumbents removed ; and 
the Governor and Lieutenant Governor elect, of Alabama, Governor 
and Lieutenant Governor of said State, vice present incumbents re- 
moved. These appointments and removals to take effect at the date 
of the convening of said Legislatures, respectively. 

(Signed) U. S. GRANT, 

General. 
A true copy : 

R. C. DRUM, Assistant Adjutant General. 



HEADQUARTERS THIRD MILITARY DISTRICT, 

Atlanta, Georgia, June, 30, 1868. 
Hon. Secretary of War and General U. S. Grant, Washington, D. C. : 
When I left Washington, I was of the opinion that the trial of all 
civil prisoners might he, and should be left to the oivil authorities on 
the admission of the State. Since my arrival, owing to the develop- 
ments in the Ashhurn murder case, the intense excitement produced 
hy the stone, and the false and malicious statements made for political 
purposes, I deem it most urgent that the trial should he carried on to 
the end hy the military authorities. Colonel Schofield will apprise 
yon of the character of the evidence, hut every conceivable obstacle is 
being resorted to to produce delay, with the intention of taking the 
prisoners out of my hands by writ of habeas corpus so Boon as the 
State is supposed to be admitted. I think, therefore, for the purposes 
of justice, some action should be had in Congress continuing the trial 
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of all eases fey Military Commission pending at the time the State is 
admitted. Cannot this be done ? 

(Signed) GEORGE G. MEADE, 

Major General 
A true copy : 

R. C. DRUM Assistant Adjutant General. 

WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, D. C., July 1, 1868. 
Major General George G. Meade, Commanding Third Military Dis- 
trict: 

In the absence of General Grant, your dispatch of yesterday was 
to-day submitted to the Secretary of War, and it is his opinion that 
the suggested Congressional action cannot be had. 

(Signed) JOHN A. RAWLINS, 

Chief of Staff. 
A true copy : 

R. C. DRUM, Assistant Adjutant General. 

' HEADQUARTERS THIRD MILITARY DISTRICT, 
Atlanta, Georgia, July 6, 1868. 
General V. S. Grant, Washington, D. C. : 

Both Houses of the Legislature of this State organized on the 4th 
instant, by electing a President of the Senate and Speaker of the 
the House. Indications would seem to point to a Democratic majori- 
ty in the lower House, and probable rejection of the Fourteenth Arti- 
cle. When the Houses were organized, all members who had received 
the largest number of votes were allowed to qualify by taking the 
oath prescribed by the Constitution of the State, and no reference was 
made to the eligibility of members under the Fourteenth Article. It 
is believed there are several in both Houses who are disqualified, but, 
of course, it is not to be expected that a Democratic majority will 
make any haste to unseat such. The question is, have 1 any authori- 
ty in the premises ? A legislative body is undoubtedly the judge of 
the qualifications of its own members ,* but has a Legislature convened 
under the Reconstruction 'Acts, and, therefore, provisional, under 
these Acts and the Act of June 26, until it has passed the Fourteenth 
Article, the right to pass the Fourteenth Article, or do any act be- 
yond mere organization until it has purged itself of disqualified mem- 
bers, and can I, in view of the powers conferred by the Reconstruc- 
tion acts, exercise any control over them in case of their failure so to 
do ? An early reply to this telegram is requested. 

(Signed) GKORGE G. MEADE, 

Major General. 
A true copy : 

R. 0. DRUM, Assistant Adjutant General. 

WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, D. C, July 7, 1868. 
Major General George G. Meade, Commanding Third Military District: 
Your dispatch relative to the eligibility of members of the Georgia 
Legislature, and your authority touching the same, has been received 
and forwarded to General Grant for instructions. 

It is clear tor my mind, that under the' Reconstruction Acts, includ* 
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ing the one passed June 25, 1868, that no person prohibited from hold- 
ing office under the United States, or under any State, by section 
three (3) of the proposed Amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States, known as Article 14, unless relieved from such disa- 
bility, is eligible to a seat in the Legislature, and is, therefore, not 
competent to take part in its deliberations, or to pass upon the ratifi- 
cation of said Amendment. Under ordinary circumstances, the Leg- 
islature itself would be the proper judge of the qualifications of its 
members, and bearing upon this latter point, I send you herewith 
copy of dispatch of Hon. J. F. Wikon, George S. Boutwell and 
others, to Governor War mouth, of Louisiana. 1 also send one from 
General Grant to me, for General Buchanan, which most unroistake- 
ably defines his views of the character of these Governments, and 
authority of the District Commanders. The Reconstruction Acts are 
required to be construed liberally, to the end that all the intents 
thereof, viz : the re-establishment of Civil Governments in the States 
lately in rebellion may be fully and perfectly carried out ; and it would 
seem that persons ineligible to hold office under their provisions should 
not be permitted to defeat them, 

(Signed) JOHN A. RAWLINS, 

Chief of Siaff. 
June 80, 1868. ^ 

To Governor Warmouth, New Orleans : ! 

We think that persons disqualified by the 14th Article of the 
amendment to the Constitution of the United States, are not eligible 
to your Legislature. This is to be determined by the respective 
Houses ; but no oath can be imposed except the oath presented by the 
State Constitution. 

(Signed) JOSEPH S.WILSON, Chairman Judiciary Committee. 
GEO. S. BOUTWELL,) 

J. F. FARNSWORTH [ Reconstruction Committee. 
H. E. PAINE. ) 

Relat Hottse, Maryland, June 80, 1868. 
To General John A. Rawlins : 

Instruct General Buchanan that the Government of Louisiana is 
provisional, and the Lieutenant Governor is bound by the decision of 
the District Commander, right or wrong, whilst it remains so. 

(Signed) U. S. GRANT, 

General. 
(Signed) JOHN A. RAWLINS, 

Chief of Staff. 
A true copy : 

R. C. BRUM, Assistant Adjutant General. 

Washington, D. 0. f July 9, 1868. 
Major General George G. Meade, Commanding Third Military District: 
In answer to dispatch of the 6th instant, the following has been re- 
ceived from General Grant : ^ 

St. Louis, Mo., July 8, 1868. 
To John A. Rawlins, Chief of Staff: 

No person unable to hold office under the 14th Article of the Con- 
stitutional Amendment, should be allowed to qualify. District Com-p 
manders are the Judges of the qualifications of civil officers, until all 
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the requirements of the different Acts of Congress to complete Recon- 
struction of the seceded States, are fully complied with. 

(Signed) U. S. GRANT, 

(Signed) JOHN A RAWLINS, 

Chief of Staff. 
A true cop j : 

R. a BRUM, Assistant Adjutant General 

Washington, D. 0., July 11, 1868. 
Major General George G. Meade, Commanding Third Military District : 
The Secretary of War desires to know whether you can spare ft 
■ t Regiment of Infantry from your command. 

(Signed) EDMUND SCHRIVER, 

Inspector General* 
A true copy : 

R. C. DRUM, Assistant Adjutant General. 

HEADQUARTERS THIRD MILITARY DISTRICT. 
Atlanta, Georgia, July 11, 1868. 
Xflmund Schriver, Inspector General, War Department : 

I would not recommend any reduction of the force in this District 
at the present moment. When Alabama and Georgia are admitted, 
and their civil governments peacefully inaugurated, there will be no. 
objection to the withdrawal of a regiment of Infantry. 

(Signed) GEORGE G. MEADE, 

Major GeneraL 
A true copy: 

R. C. DRUM, Assistant Adjutant General. 



HEADQUARTERS THIRD MILITARY DISTRICT, 
Atlanta, Georgia, July 16, 1868. 
General Rawlins, Chief of Staff: 

I am officially advised by the Commanding Officer, Sub-District of 
Alabama, that the Legislature which convened on the 13th instant, 
adopted on that day the Fourteenth Article Constitutional Amend- 
ment, and otherwise complied with the requisitions of the Act of 
June 25, 1868 ; and that on the 14th, the Governor elect was duly in- 
augurated and installed in office. 

(Signed) GEORGE G. MEADE, 

Major General* 
A true copy : 

R. C. DRUM, Assistant Adjutant General. 



HEADQUARTERS THIRD MILITARY DISTRICT, 
Atlanta, Gbobgxa, July 18, 1868. 
General U. S. Grant, Washington^ 2). C.: 

On the 8th instant, having been officially notified by the Provisional 
Governor of Georgia that both Houses of the Legislature bad reported 
to bim they were organized, and ready for any communication from 
him, I instructed the Governor to communicate to both Houses that 
until compliance was had with the laws of Congress, I considered 
them as provisional, and subject to my control, and that I could not 
consider either House legally organized until it had examined into and 
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decided on the eligibility of its members tinder the fourteenth Article. 
On receipt of this communication, each House appointed a committee 
to investigate and report. In the Senate, a majority of the committee 
reported all eligible. One member of the minority reported two ineli- 
gible. Another member of tho minority reported nine ineligible. 
The Senate, after hearing the report of the committee, and excluding 
the Senators reported against from voting, endorsed and adopted the 
report of the majority, declaring none ineligible. This action is to- 
day transmitted to me by the Provisional Governor, who adopts the 
extreme report of the minority, gives his judgment that the action of 
the majority of the committee and of the Senate is illegal, and that 
the nine members are ineligible; states, however, that he has official 
information that certain of these members have had their disability 
removed by Congress, and calls on me to overrule the decision of the 
Senate, ana declare vacant the seats of those members reported against 
by one member of the minority, whose disabilities have not been re- 
moved. I am not disposed to alter the position I have assumed, that 
it is the prerogative of each House to judge of the facts and the law in 
the cases of members of their Houses. I consider I have performed 
my duty when I called their attention to the law, and required action 
to be taken under it. I do not feel myself competent to overrule the 
deliberate action of a legislative body, who report they have conformed 
to the rule I laid down for their guidance. If I was the sole and ex- 
clusive judge of the qualifications of members, I should have exercised 
my prerogative before allowing the Houses to organize. I construed 
the dispatch of Mr. Wilson to Governor Warmouth, prohibiting any 
oath but such as the Constitution prescribed, as prohibiting any test 
in advance of the House having control, and as leaving to each House 
the right to decide. My judgment, therefore, is to acquiesce in the 
decision of the Senate, and leave to Congress such action as may here- 
after be deemed proper in case the Senate has failed to comply with 
the law. To adopt the course proposed by the Provisional Governor, 
and overrule the action of the Senate, will bring me in immediate con- 
flict with the Legislature, and produce results which, in my judgment, 
will be worse than allowing a few doubtful members to retain seats 
under the vote of their own body. It is proper I should add, that 
there appears at present no doubt but that the Congressional acts will 
be complied with, even if members whose seats are questioned are left 
undisturbed. So far as I can ascertain, the trouble is a personal one, 
arising out of the contest for United States Senatorship. I should also 
add that the Senate, whose action is reported, has a decided Republi- 
can majority, and could have purged itself of such members as are 
clearly ineligible. What I desire to know is whether, in your judg- 
ment, my duty requires me to overrule the deliberate act of the Se- 
nate, and judge for myself on the qualifications of members. I have 
no doubt of my power in the premises, but do not feel that I am 
called on to do more than I have done. 

(Signed) GEORGE G. MEADE, 

Major General. 

A true copy : 

R. a DRUM, Assistant Adjutant General. 
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Washington, D. C, July 20, 1868. 
Major General George G. Meade : 

i our dispatch has been received, and forwarded to General Grant 
for instructions. 

(Signed) JOHN A. RAWLINS, 

Chief of Staff, 
A true copy : 

R. C. DRUM, Assistant Adjutant General. 



Washington, D. C, July 20, 1868; 
Major General George G. Meade, Commanding Third Military District : 

General Grant is now at Denver. Answer will probaoly reach you 
day after to-morrow. I have no doubt he will agree with you. 

(Signed) JOHN A. RAWLINS, 

Chief of Staffi 
A true copy : 

R. 0. DRUM, Assistant Adjutant General. 

Washington, D. C, July 23, 186a 
Major General George G. Meade, Commanding Third Military District : 
The following dispatch just received: 

Denver, Colorado, July 21, 1868. 
To John A. Bawlins : 

Major General Meade's dispatch just received. His conclusions are 
approved. 

(Signed) U. S. GRANT, 

General. 
(Signed) JOHN A. RAWLINS, 

Chief of Staff. 
A true copy : 

R. C. DRUM, Assistant Adjutant General. 



HEADQUARTERS THIRD MILITARY DISTRICT, 
Atlanta, Geobgia, July 21, 1868. 
General U. S. Grant, Washington, D. C: 

Both Houses of the Legislature of Georgia having examined into 
and decided upon the qualifications of their respective members under 
the 14th Article Constitutional Amendment, I yesterday instructed 
the Provisional Governor to communicate to each House that I con- 
sidered their organization legal and withdrew any opposition to their 
proceeding to the business which called them together. To-day both 
Houses, by decided majorities, have passed the Constitutional Amend- 
ment known as Article 14, and will, without doubt, at Once other- 
wise comply with the requisition of the act of June 25, 1868. 

(Signed) GEORGE G. MEADE, 

Major General. 
A true copy : 

R. 0. DRUM, Assistant Adjutant General. 



HEADQUARTERS THIRD MILITARY DISTRICT, 
Atlanta, Geobgia, July 21, 1868. 
Brevet Major General Schrtoer, War Department, Washington, D. C. : 

Civil Government being established in Florida and Alabama, and 
the Georgia Legislature having to-day passed the Fourteenth Article 
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Constitutional Amendments) indicating that in a few days this State 
will have Civil Government re-established, 1 am prepared to dispense 
with one of the regiments of Infantry in this District, and would 
recommend the withdrawal of the 15th Regiment now in Alabama. 
Please notify me at the earliest moment that I may make the Pf <JflflC: 
arrangements for relieving it. ^ : 

(Signed) GEORGE & HEADS, 

Major General U. S. A, 
A true copy : 
R. C. DRUM, Assistant Adjutant General 

Washington, D. C., July 22, 1868. 

Major General George G. Meade, Commanding Third Military District : 

The Secretary approves the recommendation in your telegram of 
yesterday. The Adjutant General will send instructions by mail. 
(Signed) EDMUND SCHRIVER, * 

Inspector General. 
A true copy : 

R. C. DRUM, Assistant Adjutant General 

HEADQUARTERS THIRD MILITARY DISTRICT, 

Atlanta, Georgia, July 22, 1868. 
General U. & Grant, Washington, 2>. G: 

Yesterday, the Governor elect of Georgia notified me officially that 
both Houses of the General Assembly of Georgia, had by solemn act 
complied with the requisitions of the Act of Congress, which became 
a law June 25, 1868; and to-day, I have witnessed the inauguration 
of the Governor elect. The State of Georgia is therefore under the 
Acts of Congress, entitled to representation. The official documents 
will be carried to-day by Brevet Brigadier General R. C. Drum, sent 
to Washington for this purpose. 

(Signed) GEORGE G. MEADE, 

Major General U. S. A, 



A true copy : 
R. C. 



DRUM, Assistanl Adjutant General 



HEADQUARTERS THIRD MILITARY DISTRICT, 
Atlanta, Georgia, July 30, 1868. 
General U. <S* Grant, Washington, D. C: 

The Governor of Georgia advises me there is reason to believe the 
municipal authorities of Augusta are about being resisted by a combi- 
nation made for that purpose. These authorities were the appointees 
of my predecessor, and it is probable the resistance anticipated is on 
the ground that military authority having ceased, all agents deriving 
their power from the military are functus officio. The Governor calls 
on me to sustain the civil authorities if necessary. Instructions and 
advice is requested on the position the military power now occupies. 
In my judgment, I have no right to interfere or use the military 
forces under my command except where so instructed to do from supe- 
rior authority, and that the Governor should report to Washington 
his inability to preserve order and enforce the law, before any orders 
are sent to me. If I am to preserve order in these States and do the 
police duty of municipalities whenever the civil authorities choose 
to call on me, I shall nave my hands full, as the facility of having 
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order preserved through the United States forces Will act to deter 

rper efforts on the part of the civil power. Besides, my force will 
inadequate to do this duty. Not expecting any such duty, I con- 
sented to the withdrawal of the 16tb regiment of Infantry. I am not 
disposed, and do not desire, to use my command on the judgment of 
others, or at their dictation. As the Reconstruction Laws a*nd the 

Sowers given me under them no longer exist, I must ask explicit and 
istinct instructions as to my powers and their proper exercise. 
This dispatch can he shown the Secretary of War if General Grant 
is not at Headquarters. 

(Signed) GEORGE G, MEADE, 

Major General 
A true copy : 

R. 0. DRUM, Assistant Adjutant General. 

WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, D. C, July 31, 1868. 
Jfajor General George G. Meade, Commanding Ihird Military District: 

Your telegram to the General Commanding, req uesting instructions 
a»d advice on the position the military power occupies in Georgia, 
has been submitted to the Secretary of War, and by bim laid before 
the President and Cabinet. 

Your views as to when and how the military forces under your 
command maybe used, were approved of, and I am instructed by the 
Secretary of War to say to you that he will prepare and send to you 
instructions for your guidance; also, that should any insurrection or 
riot break out before you receive them, to advise the Governor to 
telegraph to the President for the requested authority to use the 
troops in quelling the same. ■ 

By referring to General Grant's letter to you, dated June 27, 1868, 
you will find his opinion upon the tenure of office of military 
appointees, which is against their continuance, unless provided for by 
State authority. 

(Signed) JOHN A RAWLINS, 

Cliief of Staff. 
A true copy : 

R. C. DRUM, Assistant Adjutant General. 

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Atlanta, Ghokqia, August 17, 1868. 
General ifcwcHn*, Chief of Staff, Washington, D. C. : 

When may I expect the instructions of the Secretary of War, re- 
ferred to by you in your telegram of the thirty-first ultimo. I am 
awaiting them to instruct Commanders of Districts, and communicate 
with Governors of States. 

(Signed) GEORGE G. MEADE, 

Major General U, S. A. 
A true copy ! 

R. (5 DRUM, Assistant Adjutant General. ' 

Dated Washington, D. 0. August 20, 1868* 
Received Atlanta, Georgia, August 20, 1868. 
Vo Major General Gtotge G. Meade, Vonxmanding : 
* The subject matter ot your dispatch is still under consideration. 
6 
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The answer however will probably be similar to instructions sent 
General Buchanan. 

(Signed) JOHN A RAWLINS, 

Chfy 0/ Staff. 
A true copy : 

£. C. DRUM, Assistant Adjutant OmeraL 

OFFICE UNITED STATES MILITARY TELEGRAPH. 

[Telegram received at Headquarters Second Military District.] 

Charleston, S. C August 5, 1868. 
From Atlanta, Ga., August 5, 1868. 
To Major General Meade, Charleston, 8. C, 

Washington, D. 0., August 5, 1868. 
The Secretary of "War directs that you suspend concentration of* 
troops under your late order, until he has time to communicate with 
you on the subject. 

(Signed) E. D. TOWNSEND, 

Assistant Adjutant General, 
(Signed) S. F. BARSTOW, 

Assistant Adjutant General. t 
A true copy : 

R. C. DRUM, Assistant Adjutant General. 

HEADQUARTERS SECOND MILITARY DISTRICT, 
Charleston, Sotjth Carolina, August 5, 1868. 
Secretary of War, Washington, R C: 

I have received a telegram from Adjutant General directing sus- 
pension of order concentrating troops, until you can communicate with 
me. As the suspension of this order will produce much confusion — 
indeed, is almost too late — and as it will delay the departure of the 
16th Regiment for Texas, which General Buchanan is urging to be 
sent to him, and as I feel confident you will be satisfied with my rea- 
sons, I shall delay suspension till a reply is received to this telegram. 

My reasons for concentrating the troops, and only occupying such 
positions as the public exigencies require, are as follows : First, econo- 
my ; Second, to increase the discipline and efficiency of the troops, 
which, from their being scattered and divided into small detachments 
has become lamentably low ; Third, to do away with the number of 
subordinate officers, in whose hands the relations between the military 
and civil authorities must be left, and who often produce difficulty by 
want of judgment, or hasty temper; Fourth, to let the minor civil 
authorities and Bureau Agents know and realize tbat they are not 
to depend on the military to settle any trifling difficulty that may 
occur ; Fifth, to have the troops in hand and ready, in case any emer- 
gency should occur requiring their employment, that they could be 
sent in large force without having to collect them from a number % of 
points. I am very well aware that this arrangement is distasteful *to 
the people, who have been depending on the troops for the preserva*- 
tion of order, and to others who wish the Government to scatter the 
troops, that money may be distributed. But as you hare approved 
of my views of the relative position of the civil and military power, I 
trust you will, approve of my programme for holding the troops in 
hand at railroad centers, where they can be promptly used in case of 
necessity. In other words, all the arguments are in favor of concen- 
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tration, and T know of none in favor of their being scattered, unless it 
is to gratify local influences. 

I occupy two points in Alabama — Mobile and Huntsviiie ; three in 
Georgia — Savannah, Atlanta, Dahlonega; six in Florida — Jackson- 
ville, St. Augustine, Tampa Bay, Key West, Tortugasand Pensacola. 
I should deeply regret my programme being overruled, as I acted on 
mature reflection, and to the best of my judgment. An early reply is 
requested. 

(Signed) GEORGE G. MEADE, 

Major General, 
A true copy : 

R. C. DB0M, Assistant Adjutant General. 

OFFICE UNITED STATES MILITARY TELEGRAPH. 

[Telegram received at Headquarters Second Military District.] 

V Chaklbston, S. 0., August 6, 1868. 

From Washington, August 6, 1868. 
2b Major General George G. Meade, Commanding Department of the South: 
Your cipher telegram of August 5, is received. The Secretary of 
"War will be back from short absence to-morrow. 

(Signed) E. D. TOWNSEND, 

Assistant Adjutant General 
A true copy: 

R. C. DRUM, Assistant Adjutant General. 



HEADQUARTERS SECOND MILITARY DISTRICT, 

Charleston, S. C, August 6, 1868. 
Brevet Major General Rawlins, Washington, D. C. : 

Please get from Adjutant General and forward to General Grant, 
my telegram of yesterday to Secretary of War, giving reasons for 
concentration of troops. It was not with any intention of not an- 
swering any proper calls made on me by the constituted civil author- 
ities—though I am of the opinion that said calls should be made 
through the authorities at Washington — on the contrary, my disposi- 
tion of troops was made with a view of promptly acting by masses, 
if action was required. I did not station any at Montgomery, because 
the place is unhealthy, and I thought it better to remove the troops 
from the centre of political agitation ; but I have four companies at 
Mobile and eight at Atlanta that can be sent to Montgomery in less 
than a day. It is now too late to change, without great confusion, 
existing orders, and I trust the General-in-Chief has that confidence 
in my judgment, that when he is apprised of my reasons, and himself 
examines the disposition of the troops, that he will refrain from over- 
ruling me. If, however, he is still of the opinion that four compa- 
nies should be at Montgomery, they can be sent from the troops now 
in this command, the late Second District. I would state there never 
•has been over three companies at Montgomery, and that I do not 
know of a .single reason for troops being at Montgomery, than any 
other town in the {State. 

(Signed) GEORGE G. MEADE, 

Major General 



A true oopy : 
R. C. ] 



DRUM, Assistant Adjutant General. 

Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



44 

OFFICE UNITED STATES MILITARY TELEGRAPH; 

[Cipher telegram received at Headquarters Second Military District.] 

Chableston, S. G, August 6, 1868. 
[Prom War Department, Washington, August 6, 1868.] 
To Major General George (?, Meade % Commanding Department of the 
South : 
The following dispatch is transmitted for your, guidance : 

St. Louis, Mo., August 5, 1863. 
To Major General John A. Rav>lins % Chief of Staff": 

Direct Major General Meade to leave troops as now stationed in 
Alabama, if they have not been already concentrated. If they have 
been sent to Hunteville, direct that at least four Companies be sta- 
tioned at the State Capital of Alabama, and the rest held in reserve to 
answer calls, should they be made by the Governor of the State. 

(Signed) IT. S. GRA^NT, 

General. 
(Signed) JOHN A. RAWLINS, 

Chief of Staff. 



A true copy 
R. 0. 



DRUM, Assistant Adjutant General 



HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Atlanta, Georgia, August 8, 1868. 
Colonel Sprague Commanding District of Florida, St. Augustine, Fla. : 
Tour course in receiving and confining criminals against the laws 
of the State of Florida, on the urgent application of the Governor, is 
disapproved; and you are hereby notified that there is no authority 
vested in you, as District Commander, to grant or deny any applica* 
tion of the Governor ; but the same should be referred to these Head- 
quarters* You will require the Governor to call upon the Legisla- 
ture^ — whose duty it is to provide for the safe-keeping of criminals — 
to take the necessary steps to have this duty discharged*; and you will 
abstain from assuming any further responsibility in such matters, 
without specific instructions from these Headquarters. However la- 
mentable may be the state of affairs as reported, you have no power 
to remedy it. If the Governor is unable to enforce law and order in 
the State, he should so report to the President, when orders will be 
given for the military power to intervene. 

(Signed) GEORGE G. MEADE, 

Major General U. S. A., Commanding. 
A true copy : 

R. C. DRUM, Assistant Adjutant General. 

HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF FLORIDA* 
St. Augustikk, Fla., August 8, 1868. 
Jdajor General George G. Meade, Commanding Department of the 
South: 

Your telegram of to-4ay is received, and will bo rigidly enforced. 
J have called upon Governor Reed to take charge of the prisoners at 
once. 

. (Signed) JOHN T. SPRAGUE. 

Colonel, Commanding* 
A true copy : 

R. C. DRUM, Assistant Adjutant General < 
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Atlanta, Gkorgia, August 10, 1868. 
Brevet Major 0eneral JEL D. Townsend, Wat Department, Washington: 
I propose to concentrate the troops in North and South Carolina in 
the same manner as I have done in the States composing the late 
Third Military District. In North Carolina, I propose to concentrate 
the 40th Infantry at Goldshoro', the squadron of the 5th Cavalry at 
Raleigh, and to occupy Ports Johnson and Macon each with a Com- 
pany of the 6th Artillery. In South Carolina, I design concentrating 
the 8th Infantry at Columbia, the six Companies of the 6th Infantry 
at Charleston, and to order the squadron of the 6th Cavalry now at 
Aiken, and the Light Battery now at Columbia, to this place, to form 
a reserve for the whole Department. The four Companies of the 12th 
Infantry I propose to send to Savannah, so that I can concentrate at 
this point the 83d Regiment of Inlantry. 

I aesire these proposed movements may be laid before the General- 
in-Chief and Secretary of War, and their approval or disapproval 
transmitted at the earliest moment. 

(Signed) GEORGE G. MEADE, 

Major General* 
A true copy: 

R. CI DRUM, Assistant Adjutant General 

Washington, D. C, August 11, 1868. 
To Major General George G. Meade, U. S. A. : 

Your dispatch of the tenth received, and disposition of troops ap* 
pioved, with qualification in my dispatch to you, at Charleston, dated 
sixth instant, as follows: — Two (2) companies will answer at Mont- 
gomery, that being capitol of the State. In view of force you design 
for Atlanta, they can be taken from any point you deem best. 
. By Command or Genbbal Grant. 

(Signed) E. D. TOWNSEND, 

Assibiant Adjutant General, 
A true copv : f 

, R, & DRUM, Assistant Adjutant General. 

Washington, D. C, August 20, 1868. 
To Major General G. G. Mt&le, Commanding Department of the South: 

The following telegram, which has been received by the Secretary 
of War, is referred to you for such action as you may deem necessary : 

Montgomery, Ala., August 20, 1868. 
Honorable J. M. Schofield, Secretary of War : 

It is understood that a Company of the 83d United States Infantry 
is at Selma under marching orders. I hope the Company will be per- 
mitted to remain there for the present. 1 think their presence there 
indispensable to the preservation of peace. 

WILLIAM H. SMI I H, 

Governor of Alabama, 
By order of the Secretary of War : 

^Signed) J. C KELTON, 

Assistant Adjutant General 
A true copy t 

R. C. DRUM, Assistant Adjutant eneral. 
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Atlakta, Georgia, August 20, 1868. 
Adjutant General, Washington, ZX C. ; 

Dispatch in reference to troops at Selma, Alabama, received. Has 
been leferred to Brevet Brigadier General Ruger, Commanding in 
that Statey and as soon as his report is received, the Department will 
be notified of action, if any is taken. 

(Signed) GEORGE G. MEADE, 
A true Copy : Major General. 

R. C. DRUM, Assistant Adjutant General, 

Atlanta, Georgia, August 2d, 1868 
Brevet Brigadier General Ruger, Huntsville, Alabama : 

Governor of Alabama telegraphs Secretary of War, that the pres- 
ence of a company of troops at Seltna, is indispensable to the preser- 
vation of the peace. Please communicate with the Governor and 
ascertain the ground on which such opinion is predicated? whether 
general, and as applies to all towns in Alabama, where there is a large 
proportion of negroes, or whether there are any luqal causes, render- 
ing it likely that such contingencies, as justify the intervention of 
United States troops, will immediately occur. Communicate with 
commanding officer at Selma, for report on condition of affairs. In 
other words report in full, to enable me to decide whether any modi- 
fication of existing orders, based on principles communicated to you, 
is required at Selma. Also report why this company is so long in 
obeying the order of concentration, issued several weeks since. 

(Signed) GEORGE G. MEADE, 
Major General, 

A true copy : 

R. C. DRUM, Assistant Adjutant General. 

HuNTstTLLfc, AiiA., August 21; 1868. 
To Major General George G. Meade, Commanding Department of the 

South : 

Telegram of 20th received to-day. The following received from 
Governor Smith fc reply to mine : 

" Application as to Company at Selma is based on application of 
good citizens of that City. They fear disturbance if the Company is 
removed, and think its mere presence will secure tranquility. " 

This application is in reference to that Company only, and for the 
reason here given. Company from Selma will be here to-day. Will 
send full report by mail. No emergency at Selma, I think. 

(Signed; THOMAS H RUGER, 
Col. 33d Infantry, Bui. Brig. General, Commanding Bisttict of Alabama. 
A true copy : 

R. C. DRUM, Assistant Adjutant General 

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OP THE SOUTH, 
Atlanta, Georgia, August 21, 1868. 
Brevet Major General Rawlins, Washington, D. C. : 

Can vou send me by telegraph, an, official copy of instructions to 
General Buchanan ? 

(Signed) GEORGE G. MEADE, 
A true copy : Major GemeraL 

R. C. DRUM, Aeeuiant Adjutant General. 
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WAB DEPARTMENT, 
"Washington, D. rr., August 22, 1868. 
Major General George G* Meade, Commanding Department of the South, 

Atlanta, Georgia. 

The following instructions were sent to General Buchanan : 
HEADQUAKTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Adjutant General's Office, 
Washington, D. CL, August 10, 1868. 
Brevet Major General Robert C. Buchanan, U. S. Army, Commanding 

Department of Louisiana, New Orleans, Louisiana. 

General: The following instructions from the Secretary of "War are 
furnished for your government, to the end that the recessary aid may 
be rendered by the United States as promptly as possible in any case 
of insurrection or domestic violence in the States embraced in your 
Military Department. You will keep yourself informed of the con- 
dition of affairs in said States, and communicate promptly by tele- 
graph to the War Department, through the Headquarters of the Ar- 
my, any facts which may make it the duty of the President, under 
the Constitution and laws, to employ the military force of the Uni- 
ted States. 

. You will also maintain such disposition of the troops under your 
command, that they may be ready to act without delay upon receipt 
of the President's orders. Stationing them at, or from time to time 
moving them to points, where you may have reason to apprehend a 
necessity for their use. 

The following extracts from the Constitution and Laws of the Uni- 
ted States, indicate the condition under which the military forces of 
the United States may be lawfully employed to suppress insurrection 
against the Government of any State : — 

Article 4, Section 4, of the Constitution — "The United States shall 
guarantee to every State in this Union a Republican form of Govern- 
ment, and shall protect each of them against invasion, and on appli- 
cation of the Legislature or of the Executive, when the Legislature 
cannot be convened, against domestic violence." 

Act of Congress, approved February 28, 1796, Section * * * * 

"And in case of an insurrection in any State agaiust the govern- 
ment thereof, it shall be lawful for the President of the United States 
on application of the Legislature of such State or of the Executive, 
when the Legislature. cannot be convened, to call forth such a num- 
ber of the militia of any other State or States, as may be applied for, 
as he may judge sufficient to suppress such insurrection. And 
Section three (8) provided always and be it further enacted, that 
whenever it may be necessary, in the judgment of the President to 
use the military force hereby directed to be called forth, the Presi- 
dent shall forthwith by proclamation command such insurgents to 
disperse and retire peaceably to their respective abodes within a limi- 
ted time." 

Act of Congress approved March 8, 1807: Be it enacted, &c, 
that in 'all cases of insurrection or obstruction to the laws, either of 
the United States or of any individual State or Territory, where it is 
lawful for the President of the United States to c*U forth the Mili- 
tia for the purpose of suppressing such insurrection, or of causing the 
laws to be duly executed, it shall be lawful for him to employ for the 
same purposes Such part of the land or naval forces of the United 
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States as shall be judged necessary, having first observed all the pre- 
requisites of the law in that respect. 

By command op Genebal U. 8. Quant : 

(Signed) E. D. TOWNSBKD, 

Assistant Adjutant General. 
(Signed) JOHN A. RAWLINS, 

Chief of Staff. 
A true copy : 
R. G. DRUM, Assistant Adjutant General 

Bobdsntowk, N. J., September 14* 186&, 
General R. C. Drum, Atlanta, Georgia : 

Advise Governor of North Carolina that I shall not change the 
disposition of troops for the purposes indicated in his telegram. If 
any actual resistance to law, which he cannot suppress, occurs, I will 
promptly send the troops, but until overt acts occur, I shall keep 
them ready for emergencies in any part of the State. The civil au- 
thorities must attempt, at least, to preserve the peace. Send copy of 
telegram to General Miles. 

(Signed) GEORGE G. MEADE, 

Major General, 
A true copy : 

R. O. DRUM, Assistant Adjutant General 



Atlanta, Georgia, September 22, 1868. 
To Major General George <?. Meade, U. S. A, ; 

Reports relative to difficulty at Camilla, Georgia, are so exaggera- 
ted that it is difficult to get at the truth. General Sibley promises to 
send me report of investigation as soon as received. Ail accounts 
agree that it was commenced by white men. Will I continue to send 
papers to you. 

(Signed) R. 0. DRUM, 

Assistant Adjutant General 
A true copy : . 

R. 0. DRUM, Assistant Adjutant General. 

Atlanta, Georgia r September 22, 1868. 
To Major General George G. Meade, U. 8. A. : 

Lieutenant O. H. Howard, Agent Preedmen's Bureau, has just re- 
ported, under date of September* twentieth, giving full account of the 
affair at Camilla, Georgia. He states that unless vigorous measure* 
are instituted and troops stationed there for protection of all parties, 
there will be much bloodshed. He savs he cannot restrain the people. 
^Signed) R. C. DRUM, 

Assistant Adjutant GeneraL 
A true copy : 

R. C. DRUM, Assistant Adjutant GeneraL 

Philadelphia, September 22, 1868. 
General R. C. Drum .- 

My knowledge of Lieutenant Howard does not induce much im- 
portance to his report, and I am not aware of any authority he has to* 
restrain any one, he being, as I understand, an agent of the l!Yeed- 
inan's Bureau. I am not disposed to send troops until there is satia~ 
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factory evidence of the inability of the civil authorities to suppress 
any disorder, and until the proper call is made by the Governor of 
the State. Captain Mills is an officer in whose judgment I should 
place great reliance. He should be instructed to inquire into the con- 
duct and capacity of the civil authorities, and to report whether they 
have done their duty ; keep me advised promptly by telegraph, and 
direct General Sibley to have troops ready to send, in case 1 should 
deem it proper to send them. A telegram will reach me at the W ar 
Department to-morrow. 

(Signed) GEORGE G. MEADE, 

Major General. 
A true copy : 

R. C. DRUM, Assistant Adjutant General. 

Philadelahia, September 22, 1868. 
General R. & Drum* Atlanta, Georgia: 

Send an officer to inquire into and repoTt all the facts connected 
with the riot said, in this morning's telegram, to have occurred yes- 
terday at Camilla, in Southwest Georgia, unless you have already re- 
liable information on the subject. Reply to-day to this place; to- 
morrow to Washington. 

(Signed) GEORGE G. MEADE, 

Major General. 
A true copy : 

R. C. DRUM* Assistant Adjutant General 

Atlanta, Georgia, September 28, 1868, 
Major General George G. Meade, (care of War Department): 

Tour two telegrams reached me last night. Tour wish relative to 
detail of Captain Mills, had been anticipated, as my telegram of yes- 
terday will have informed you. Both Houses of the State Legislature 
have passed resolutions that the presence of troops is not necessary, 
and that the civil authorities ave competent to take care of matters. 
General Sibley has been instructed as you direct 
(Signed) R. C. DRUM, 

Assistant Atyxdant General 
A true copy: 

R. C. DRUM, Assistant Adjutant General. 



Washington, D. C., September 23, 1868. 
General Drunii Atlanta, Georgia ? 

Call by telegraph on commanders of Districts to submit a project 
for the distribution of their commands, within the limits of their Dis- 
tricts for the purpose of preserving order during the. approaching 
Presidential election, and the political campaign preceding the same. 
The posts should not be less than a company, and so distributed as to 
enable detachments to be made to places in the vicinity, if necessary. 
The troops to be prepared to go into camp, if quarters cannot be tem- 
porarily nired. The movement in regard to supplies and quarters, to 
be considered as that of a moveable column — the troops being held 
ready at any moment to move from point to point as may be nec- 
essary. 
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Lot this call be answered in writing, and direct District command 
der8 to confer with Governors of States 

(Signed) GEORGE G. MEADE, 

Major General U. & A. 
A true copy : 

' R. C. DRUM, Assistant Adjutant General. 

Atlanta, Georgia, Sept 30, 1868. 
Honorable Secretary of War, Washington, D. C.* 

Morning^ telegrams announce you are to give to-day, to the Ala- 
bama 'delegation, a letter of instructions addressed to me. If this is 
so — and I shall be giad to hear it is — I beg you will send me a copy 
by telegraph, as it will aid me in the order I am preparing, distribut- 
ing the troops. Every thing is quiet in the Department, the Camilla 
affair having only resulted in a little political riot. I am awaiting the 
report of investigating officer to transmit the same. 

(Signed) GEORGE G. MEADE, 

Major General. 
A true copy : 

R. C. DRUM; Assistant Adjutant General 

War Department, September 80, 1868. 
[Received at Atlanta, Georgia, September 30, 1868 ] 
3b- Major General George G. Meade, Commanding Department of the 
South : 

The instructions sent you to*day, consist of a reference of the Ala- 
bama memorial to you, for your action, under the instructions here- 
tofore given ; and with the Presidents wish that you exercise within 
the limits of lawful authority, full discretion and preserve the peace. 
(Signed) J, M. SOHOFIELD, 
( . Secretary of War. 

A true copy : , 

R. t C. DRUM', A ssistant Adjutant General. 



Columbia, S. 0., October 3,1868. 
Received at Atlanta, Georgia, October 3, 1868. 
Major Qeneral George G. Meade, Commanding: 
' Since writing affairs are greatly aggravated. Several wanton .mur- 
ders havo been committed. A State Senator^ on his way home, was 
met by a mob at Chester last night, who threatened his life if he at- 
tempted to proceed, and he was compelled to return. Armed men 
{mttfoiithe roads. The civil authorities are powerless to enforce the 
aws. Instructions to General Bomford are necessary for the main- 
tenance of tbe supremacy of the State government 
*';,'•'• (Signed) ft. K. SCOTT, 

Governor. 
A true copy : '> 

R. 0, DRUM, Assistant Adjutant General. 

Atlanta, Gboegia, October 3, 1868. 
.&. K. Scott, Governor, Columbia^ South Carolina: 

Colonel Bomfocd under date of September 16, was furnished with 
the instructions received by me from the War Department I hare 
no authority to employ the troops except under the conditions speeW 
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fed in the letter from the War Department, dated August 25, a copy 
of which will he sent by mail, and which you can see by asking Colo-, 
nei Bona foid, as it was sent to him on the 15th instant. I shall in a 
few days issue an order distributing, till after the election, the troops 
under Colonel Bomford's command — but they will not be able to act, 
except under the prescribed conditions given and when duly called on 
in the mode indicated in the instructions. 

(Signed) GEORGE G. MEADE, 

Major GeneraU 
A true copy : 

R. G. DRUM, Assistant Adjutant General. ! 

Atlanta, Georgia, October 6, 1868. 
General Grant, Washington, D. C: ' 

I forward an outline of an order to be at onoe issued, on which I 
desire the comments of yourself, Secretary of War and the President. 
I am of opinion the moral effect of this order, and the distribution of 
troops will tend greatly to allay existing excitements, and to remove 
some existing delusions. In connection with this measure, it would 
have a very beneficial effect, if a movement oould be made — say of 
one or two companies to each of the following places :~ Raleigh, Co- 
lumbia, Atlanta and Montgomery, to act as reserves until after the 
election. The mere arrival and passage through the country will 
have a great effect, as indicating the determination of the authorities 
at Washington to sustain me. 

(Signed) GEORGE G. MEADE, 

\ Major General, 

The following is an extract of the order referred to : 

HEADQUARTERS, DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 

Atlanta Georgia^ October 8, 1868. 

OKKEBAL 0SDXB8) 

} (Extract.) 

No. 27. ) 
Whereas, by an act of Congress of the United States, approved 
March 2d, 1865, it is made the duty of the military authority to pre- 
serve the peace at the polls at any election that may be held in any of 
the States ; and Whereas, this duty has become the more imperative, 
from the existing political excitement in the public mind, from the 
recent organization of civil government, and from the fact that Con* 
gress has by statute prohibited the organization of military forces in 
the several States of this Department, it is therefore ordered, 

* • * . >x t 

VIII. District commanders will instruct post commanders m their 
duties, and the relative position of the oivil and military powers. 
They will furnish them with copies of the circulars from these Head- 
quarters, of August 25, and October 1st ult , (the latter of which was 
forwarded September 15, to District Commanders,) in which the in^ 
•tructions of the War Department are set forth in full. They will 
impress on post commanders that they are to act in aid and co-opera* 
tion, and in subordination to the civil authorities ; that they are to 
exercise discretion and judgment, unbiased by political or other pre- 
judices ; that their 1 object should be exclusively to preserve the peace 
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and uphold law and order, and they must be satisfied such is the ob- 
ject of the civil officer calling on them for aid, that they must in all 
cases where time will permit, apply for instruction to superior author- 
ity, but they must at all hazards preserve the peace, and not be re- 
strained by technical points, when, in their conscientious judgment 
under the rules above set forth, it is their duty to act. Post Com- 
manders on being notified of the proposed holding of political meet- 
ings, may send an officer, and if necessary a detachment, to watch the 
proceedings and see that the peace is preserved. 

IX. To the people of the several States composing the Department, 
the Major General commanding appeals that they will co-operate with 
him and the civil authorities in sustaining law and order, in preser- 
ving the peace and in avoiding those scenes of riot and bloodshed r 
and the wanton destruction of property and life, which has already, 
in some instances, been enacted in the Department. He urges absti- 
nence from all inflammatory and incendiary appeals to the passions; 
discountenancing the keeping open of liquor shops on days or political 
meetings and of election ; the abstaining from carrying arms, and as- 
serting the individual right of construing laws by force of arms. No 
just cause is ever advanced by resort to violence. Let there be chari- 
ty and forbearance among political opponents, whatever may be the 
result; let each good citizen determine, that all who, under the law, 
have the right to the ballot, shall exercise it undisturbed. If there are 
disputed points of law, let them be referred to the courts, and let not 
mobs or political clubs, or other irresponsible bodies, construe and 
undertake to execute the law. This appeal is made in the earnest 
hope that the Major General Commanding can rely on the good sense 
and correct judgment of the mass of the people, and that he will not 
be compelled to resort to the exercise of the power with which he is 
intrusted, and which he will most reluctantly employ. But he thinks 
it his duty to make known, that so far as the power under his com- 
mand will admit, he will not permit the peace to be broken, and that 
he will not be restrained in the conscientious discharge of his duty by 
technicalities of laws made when the present anomalous condition of 
affairs were neither anticipated or provided for. 
By oedeb of Majob Gbnebal Meade : 

JR. C. DRUM, 
A true copy: Assistant Adjutant General. 

R. 0. DRUM, Assistant Adjutant General. 



WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, D. C, October 8, 1868, 
Received Atlanta, Georgia, October 8, 18<»8. 
To Major General Meade, Commanding Military Department of the 
'ioutk: 

Your dispatch of October 6, has been submitted to the General of 
the Army, the Secretary of War and to the President of the United 
States. The General approves your proposed order. The President 
and Secretary of War do not deem it necessary to add any thing to 
the instructions heretofore given jrou, believing those instructions 
ample for vour government. 

(Signed) . E D. TOWNSEND, 
A true copy : Assistant Adjutant General 

IV C. DRUM, Aemetant Ad&utaHt General. 
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REPOBTS 

OF CHIEFS OF STAFF DEPARTMENTS ON DUTY AT HEAD- 
QUARTERS THIRD MILITARY DISTRICT AND DEPART- 
MENT OF THE SOUTH. 



Statement showing the amount of labor done at Headquarters, 
Third Military District and Department of the South, from January 
I, 1808, to November 1, 1868, not including papers specially relating 
to Registration, elections,, appointment to office, &c., pertaining 
to Civil Bureau : 

Number of letters received . t# . v 5,432 

Number of miscellaneous papers (Inspection reports of proper- 
ty, tjertiflcates of disability, furloughs, <&c.,) received and 

acted upon ..—,. » 2,026 

Number of letters sent f 1,888 

Numl>er of endorsements...., 6,084 

Number of General Orders issued „ « ..140 

Number of Special Orders issued 28$ 

A true copy : 

R. 0. DRUM, Assistant Adjutant General, 



HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Office of Judge Advocate, 

Atlanta, Geobgia, Nov. 1, 1868. 
Brevet Brigadier General R. C. Drum, U. S. Army, Assistant Adjutant 
General, Department of the South, 

General : — I have the honor to transmit herewith a report of the 
number of cases tried in the Third Military District from January 1, 
1868, to July 81, 1868, and in the Department of the South from Au- 
gust 1, 1868, to October 81, 1868. 

The nine cases reported as "trial commenced but not completed" 
were the nine prisoners charged with the murder of G. W. Ashburn, 
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whose trial was commenced on the 29th of June, 1868, but was sus- 
pended July 21, 1868, after the prosecution and a portion of the de- 
fence were completed, owing to " the probable immediate admission of 
the State of Georgia, and consequent cessation of military authority/' 
and the prisoners were turned over to the civil authorities. (See 
General Orders No. 1$, current series* Headquarters Department of 
the South.) 

The two cases tried by Military Commission, "awaiting the action 
of the President,' ' are those of Henry Moyatt, Private Company B, 
16th Infantry, and David Cameron, Private Company C, 5th Cavalry, 
charged with murder. The first of these cases was forwarded July 18, 
1868, and the latter July 20, 1868. 

The only prisoner tried by a Military Commission in the Third 
Military District, now undergoing punishment, is William J. Bran- 
nen, found guilty of "voluntary manslaughter," (General Orders No. 
95, Headquarters Third Military District, series 1868,) who was, how- 
ever, sent to the Penitentiary of the State of Georgia, and, on the cessa- 
tion of military authority, was turned over to the State authorities. 
- I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

(Signed) WM. H. SMYTH, 
Capt. \§th Infantry, Bvt. Maj. U. S. A., Acting Judge Advocate. 
A. true copy : 

B. 0. DRUM, Assistant Adjutant General 
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Statement of Receipt* and Expenditures under the Recon- 
struction Acts, in the Third Military District, from May 21, 
1867, to November 5, 1868. 



1867. 
May 21 

Aug. 80- 



¥ 



1867. 
SI 



RECEIPTS. 
Amount cash received to Dee. 81, 1887, as follows : 

Received from V. 8. Treasurer, .... 
Received from U. 8. Treasurer, 



ToUl received to December 31, 1887, 

EXPBN8B& 

Amount expended to date •• follow*: 
Fay of civil employee*, 
Mileage and transportation, 
Stationery and printing, 
Pottage and telegraphing, 
Ofllce rent and furniture, - 
Horses and equipments, * 
Wagon and harness, .... 

Forage, 

Fuel and light, 

Total expenses to December 81, 1887, 

Balance on hand January 1, 1868, - 



Doll'i 



97 288 
78,11* 



180.380 89 
19.262 30 
24 663 99 
3,678 17 
2 185 73 
1,684 40 



460 
101 
68 



Doll's. 



176,387 



172466 



8.080 



C. 



01 



87 



Receipts and Expenditures from January 1, 1868, to Novem- 
ber 5,1868. 



1868. 
Jan.l 
March I 
April 10 
Mayl 

June 16 
July 18 
Sept. 9 



Hot. 6 



RECEIPTS. 

Balance cash on hand, .... 

Received from V. 8. Treasurer, - - 

Received for sale of property, ... 
Received of D. O. Curtis on account fine imposed by 

Military Commission, * 

Received from TJ. 8. Treasurer, - v - 

Received on account sale of property, 
Received on account sale of property. 



Total receipts, 



EXPENSES. 
Pay of civil employees, 
Transportation and mileage, 
8tatiouery and printing, 
Postage and telegraphing, 
" furniture. 



Office rent and 1 

Fuel and light, 

Forage, .... . 

Wagon harness, Ac, • • 

Military commission, .... 

Printing press and material, 

Miscellaneous, .... 

Revenue tax to credit of U. 8., • 

Total expended, ... 

Balance Hot. 6th, • • 

Balance on hand transfd to MaJ. J. W. Nleholls, 



Doll's. 


C. 


Doll's. 


<>. 






8,080 


•4 


97,000 








689 








300 








87,701 


56 






20 








63 


74 










186,674 


29 






188,754 


98 


104,072 


12 






17,086 


61 






6.572 








•M59 
8,141 


28 






67 






224 


19 






834 


73 






122 


08 






14480 








1,176 


52 






184 


81 






800 


34 










151,822 


88 














87,432 


86 






87,488 


m 
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SECAPITULA TION. 

Total amonnt received from May 21, 1867, to Decem- 
ber 31, 1867, 

To tnl amount received from January 1, 1868, to No 
veniber 6, 1868, .... 

Total receipts, ... 

Total amount expended from May 21, 1867, to Decem- 
ber 31, 1867, .... 

Total amonnt expeuded from January 1, 1868, to No- 
vember 6, 1868, - - - - 

Total expended, .... 

Balance on hand transferred to Maj. J. W. Nicholls, 



1868. 
Nov. 6 



Doll's. 


C. 


Dolt't. 


175,337 


01 




185,674 


29 








361,011 


172,256 


37 




151322 


58 








323 578 


37.432 



(Signed) E. D. JUDD, 

Paymaster U> S. A., 

Jiisbursing Officer Civil Fund. 
A true copy : 

B. (J. DRUM, Assistant Adjutant General. 



JW The reports of the Chief Quartermaster, Chief Commis- 
sary and Medical Director, relating to the mere routine of their 
departments, are omitted. 
8 
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APPENDIX, 



The foregoing comprises the documents accompanying 
Major General Meade's annual report to the General-in-Chief; 
but that his position on questions arising during his adminis- 
tration, referred to incidentally in his report, may be more 
fully understood, the following documents and orders are 
published for the information of the reader. 
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[The question as to the eligibility of certain persona proposed 
as candidates for Governor of the State of Georgia, having been 
submitted to Major General Meade y the following letter was 
addressed by him to the General-in-Chief of the Army on that 
subject .*] 

HEADQUARTERS THIRD MILITARY DISTRICT, 
{Department vf Georgia, Moiida, and Alabama.) 
Atlanta, Georgia. April 16, 1868. 
General U. S. QranU Commanding U. 8. Army. Washington* D. C. 

(jRNERAf,:— The Georgia Convention, in its ordinance requiring the 
election of Federal and State officers on the same days ns the election for 
ratification, provided as follows : 

"And Mnjor General Meade is respectfully requested to give the neces- 
sary orders to carry into eflfa't the* foregoing provisions*, and cause due 
returns to be made, and certificates of election to issue by the proper 
officer*." 

This duty of issuing certificates of election was one L should never vol*' 
tintarily have assumed; but, unfortunately, my attention was not called 
to U till after the adjournment of the Convention, too late to have the 
ordinance mollified, and have the returns sent either to the President of 
the Convention, as was the ease in Alabama, or tea Hoard of Canvassers, 
as Is provided in the ordinance of the Florida Convention. The objection 
to discharging this duty is that it impose, on me the necessity of enquir- 
ing into the qualifications and eligibility of tho»e officers, who are not 
members of bodies competent themselves to adjust such questions, as, for 
instance, the Governor. On the third instant, a letter was handed to me 
by a committee of gentlemen., asking of me an expression of opinion on a 
given statement of facts, as to the eligibility of the Hon. 1>. Irwin, as a 
candidate for Governor, to which letter I replied, giving my opinion, and 
stating that if a person, with such a status, were elected, I should not 
feel myself authorized to permit him to take office. I considered that, in 
view of the duty imposed on me by the (on vent ion, it was due to the 
voters of the State, if I had settled opinions and would be governed by 
them, that 1 ought not to decline making them public in advance of being 
required to act, though I now regret I did not assume this position and 
decline. 

A copy of my letter in reply, and of the one of inquiry in the case of 
Judge Irwin, are herewith transmitted. 

The consequence of this letter was the withdrawal of Judge Irwin, 
and the putting in nomination, by another party, of General Gordon, 
whose friends likewise addressed me a letter, enquiring as to his qualifi- 
cations under the acts of Congress. Finding General Gordon had never 
held office before the rebellion, had never taken an oath to support the 
Constitution before entering the military service of the Confederate 
States, I concluded that he was not excluded by the 14th Article Constl- 
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tutional Amendment, which, in my judgment then, and note, waatite 
test of which qualifications for office holders was to lie tested, . . > 

Correspondence in the caw of General Gordon likewise transmitted. 

Finding the publicity of the fact that i had to iasue certificates of elec- 
tion and to decide on the eligibility of candidates, was involving me in 
letter* from almost every candidate, I thought proper to tone an order* 
copy herewith transmitted, announcing the points of the Reconstruction 
acts bearing on the qualification for office, and staling what office* would 
be voted for. In preparing this order , I advised with the Acting Judge 
Advocate General of the Army, on duty at these Headquarters, whose 
clear judgment on such points has been of great assistance to me and on 
which X have principally depended si nee being here. Since the nominal 
tionof General Gordon, his eligibility under the Heconstruction laws has 
been impeached on the ground that, until the State is admitted tarepm- 
sentation, all government is only provisions!, and thHuo-one can ha 
elected or appointed to office under any provisional government unless 
they can take the test oath. 

This point is very ingeniously argued by one opposed poMtieally. to 
General Gordon, as will be seen by reference to the enclosed extract from 
a paper published here. If this point is fairly raided, my opinion of 
April i f and subsequent order, are both wrong; but I am not disposed 
to acquiesce in its correctness, and for the following reasons ;— 

First, I am of the opinion, from a careful perusal of the several. Recon- 
struction acts, that the officers elected under the Constitutions framed in 
accordance with these act*, were not considered, or intended to beedn* 
sidered, as provisional governments, within the meaning of this term as 
Used in. section 9 o| the act of March 58, UM>7; nor are they to becontidernd 
"as elected under any so-called State authority," as referred to in section 
9, act of July 18, 1W» t • •] 

They are elected to office under the authority of the Reconstruction 
nets themselves, and are not entitled to hold office- until ail the step* re* 
quired by said acts are fully complied with, and the only >q«ia4f hViition 
lor holding office, is the qualification required by the 14tW Article Con-* 
stftutipnai Amendment This has been my opinion sinae tirnt taking 
command; and so fully impressed was I with it, that prior to the* Am* 
bama election, I urged the postponement of the election *f 8t«te mid 
Oounty ofltoers, until after the adoption of the Constitution by Congress,' 
on the ground that, until the 8tate was restored to its proper relations* 
these offices had no existence, and did not require to bo filled by eloct'oi. 

It is true those elected could be appointed by me, as officer*** a Pro* 
visional Government, or as in the ease of Alabama, where the Constitu T ' 
tion failed of ratification, they could be legislated into office, as it is now) 
proposed to do by bill in Congress;, and this hill is, in my judgment,* 
vindication of ton position I herein assume that the governments elected 
under the Constitutions submitted to Congress— said Constitutions are, 
adopted and said governn^ents go into operation are not Provisional norv 
do they emanate from any so-called State authority, because this bill in 
legislating into office the persons elected, when the Constitution failed of 
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ratification, distinctly declares they are to^ be considered a Provisions* 
Government and that the Reconstruction Laws are to continue in force 
until certain steps are taken. Nov* ff all governments are Provisional 
till the States is represented, there was no occasion for reiterating this 
provision ; the reiteration confirms me in the opinion it was made, be* 
cause Congress designed the governments created by their acts to be con- 
sidered permanent, and here being an exception, viz : a government cre- 
ated by Congress, but not in accordance with the Reconstruction Acts, 
Congress does what it did not do before— makes it provisional govemoien 
and subject to the authority of the District Commamier. Hence,! conclude 
♦brtt the officers to be elected In Georgia under the new Constitution it 
tbey are not put into office before the ?*doption of the constitution by 
Congress and the adoption by ttoe State of the 14th Article, are not officers 
elected under any so-called State authority, and not therefore required to 
take the oath prescribed ih8ec. 9, Act July 19, t8«7. 

Now as the members of the Legislature will be called together either 
by myself or by the Provisional Governor, in order to adopt the 14th 
Article, this preliminary step may IjO considered as under a Provisional 
Government and the power of the members lie considered as derived from* 
my authority, and therefore by Sec 9, July 19, IftttT, these members 
may be required before they can complete this preliminary step to the 
admission of the State to take the oath prescribed in said section tor 
appointees of the District Commander. In view of this contingency and 
In order to set myself right on ihe record, I issued Order No. 01, copy of 
which is herewith transmitted. Having thus given my reasons for tire 
opinion ae Bet forth, I desire to add {secondly, that this opinion has 
already been submitted to you and my views confirmed. Ton will re- 
member that the ordinance of the Convention in Florida prescribed that 
the election for State and county officers *bould be held on the same day 
a* the constitution wan submitted to the people;, and this ' Constitution 
enfranchised every eitlaen. This being before the recent act of Congress 
authorising these elections to be held in advance of the adoption of the 
Constitution, I was In doubt as to the proper action to be pursued. If 
the position maintained by the writer In the New Era is correct that the 
government elected under the new Constitution and in pursuance of the 
Beeonstruction Act Is a Provisional Government, then none but register- 
ed voters could vote for the office*, hence I telegraphed you as follow* on 
February 29, 1,808: 
Oeneral U. 8. Grant, Washington, D. C; 

,#t * * * * Is thi* election of officers under the Con- 
stitution and only to take office on the adoption of the Constitution to be 
considered aa an election tor officers under the Provisional Government 
referred to in Sec. 0, of Act of March 2d, 1867, and are non-registered 
voters excluded by this section at first election held under the new Con- 
stitution r 

To which I received .your reply under date of March 1 1868 1 

*• The election proposed by the Convention for officers under the new 
Constitution, I do not consider as an election for officers under the Pro- 
visional Government refered to in Sec. «, of Act 0! March 2. 1H67." 

(Signed) U.S.GRANT, 

OsneraL 
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Subsequently, Congress sustained us ip our opinion bjr framing a bill 
authorising elections in advance of adoption of Constitution and as pre- 
vious laws had defined the qualifications for voters. Congress to prohibit 
the exclusion of registered voters prescribes that at these elections regis-* 
tered voters may vote— Congress again doing an act inconsistent with' 
the theory of the writer in the Xew Era, because it the persons elected at 
these elections were by previous acts members of Provisional Govern- 
ments, why reiterate what previous laws required that only registered 
voters should vote. 

You will thus perceive that the opinions given in the cases of Judge Ir^ 
win and General Qorclon were predicated on the conviction that the 14th* 
Article contained the only. qualifications prescribed by the Reconstruction 
acts, and the correspondence of the 29th February by telegram, had set*, 
tied me in the opinion that these Governments to be elected were not 
provisional, or to be considered as deriving their authority from any so- 
called State authority, and that this question* lortimatety for me, bad 
been raised in advance of its application to any individual or political 
consideration. 

, I have now given you a full statement of the manner in which I be- 
came involved in giving construction to the laws, and also the construe* 
tiro given, to which, unless overruled, I shall adhere. It is tru*. Con- 
gress can, at any moment, pass an amendatory or explanatory act, which 
shall require the test oath to be taken by persons elceted under the new 
Constitution, but 1 should greatly regret such action for two reasons. first, 
that it would be considered as an additional condition, and imposed lor 
special purposes; secondly At' will be very difficult to carry out, as I 
have already advised you at the time it was proposed to require a com- 
plete change in office holders. The question, however, is important, and 
should be settled. It evidently has never been understood in the light 
that js now attempted to be thrown on it, for, if it had, the members of 
the Constitutional Conventions should certainly have been required to 
take the test oath, and I am not aware that it was ever required of any of 
them. Elections are now coming off both in this State and Florida, and 
pending bill in Congress requires those elected recently in Alabama tot>0 
installed in office. The question is. are all these officers, under existing 
laws, required to take the test oath, those in Alabama being members of 
a Provisional Government, as declared by statute, I presume will be re- 
quired, but 1 see no reason those In Georgia and Florida should he so re- 
quired. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

(Signed) GEOBGE G. MEADE, 

Major General. 

A true copy : 



copy: 

B. G. DBUM, Assistant Adjutant General. 
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HEADQUARTERS, THIRD MILITARY DISTRICT, 
(Department of Georgia, Florida & Alabama,) 

Atlanta, Geobgia, April 15, 1868. 

GENERAL ORDERS ) 
No. 61* J 

- I. General Orders No. 52, issued from these Headquarters on thief 
subject of eligibility to office, hare reference only to the qualifications 
for holding office under the new constitution of this State, should it 
be ratified, and after the State should be admitted to representation 
in the Congress of the United States as provided for in the recon- 
struction acts. * 

II. The question having been submitted whether the members of 
th& General Assembly of this State, to be elected next Week, will be 
Required, before entering upon their duties, to take what is commonly 
eaHed "the test oath," the Commanding General is of opinion 
that, inasmuch as- said General Assembly, should the constitution now 
SufcmittM to the people of this State be ratified by them, and be ap- 
proved by Congress, is required to convene and adopt the proposed 
amendment to the Constitution of the United States designated as 
"Article XIV,'* before the State can be admitted to representation In 
Congress ; it may be decided that the members of said General Assem- 
bly are, while taking this preliminary action, officers of a provision- 
al government and as such required, under the 9th section of the Aot 
of Congress of July 19, 1867, to tako "the, test oath.' 1 That oath is as 
follows: 

f 4 I, A. B., do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I have never volun- 
tarily borne arms against the United States since I have been a citi- 
zen thereof; that I have voluntarily given no aid, countenance, coun- 
sel or encouragement to persons engaged in armed hostility thereto ; 
that I have neither sought, nor accepted, nor attempted to exercise 
the functions of any office whatever, under any authority, or preten- 
ded authority, in hostility to the United States; that I have not yiel- 
ded a voluntary support to any pretended government, authority, 
power, or constitution, within the United States, hostile or inimical 
thereto. And I do further swear (or affirm) that, to the best of my 
knowledge and ability, I will support and defend the Constitution of 
the United States against all enemies, foreign and domestic; that I 
will bear true faith and allegiance to the same ; that I take this obli- 
gation freely, without any mental reservation or purpose of evasion ; 
and that 1 will well and faithfully discharge the duties of the office On 
which I am about. to enter. So help me God." ■ 

By order of Major General Meade : 

(Signed) B. C. DRUM, 

Assistant Adjutant General. 

,/n answer to the foregoing letter, the following telegram was re- 
eeived : 

HEADQUARTERS WAR DEPARTMENT, 

Washington, Q. a, April 29, 1868. 
Major General George G. Meade, Commanding Third Military Dis- 
trict: 
% have carefully read your letter of 16th April, and its enclosures. 
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I see nothing in them to change my opinion as expressed to you in 
my dispatch of March 2, 1868. 

Tho officers elected under the new Constitution of Georgia, are not 
officers of the Provisional Government referred to in the Reconstruc- 
tion Acts, nor are they officers elected under any so-called State au- 
thority, and are not therefore required to take the oath prescribed in 
section nine, Act of July 19, 1807. The eligibility to hold office must 
be determined by the new Constitution, and the Amendment to tho 
Constitution of the United States, designated as Article Fourteen. 

(Signed) U. & GBANT, 

General. 
A true copy : 

R. (J. DRUM, Assistant Adjutant General. 



OOBBESPONDEHOE EELATITE TO THE OEGAHIZATIOH 
OF THE GEOBGIA LEGISLATOR. 



Atlanta, Geobota, July 8, 186U 
Major General George G. Meade, Commanding Third Military Dis- 
trict: 

General : — A joint committee of the General Assembly waited upon 
me at ten o'clock this morning, and made official notification that the 
two Houses had perfected their organization by the election of officers, 
and now waited any communication that the authorities might desire to* 
make : To which I replied— expressing gratification at the information 
thus conveyed— that I would communicate the facta to the Major Gen- 
eral Commanding the Third Military District, and upon, receiving his 
orders would communicate with the General Assembly. 

It is proper for me to inform the General Commanding, that it is al- 
leged that a number of the members of the General Assembly, who 
were declared elected, are not eligible to their seats under the Act of 
Congress of June 25, 1868, by reason of their haying taken an official 
oath to support the Constitution of the United States, and afterwards 
giving aid and comfort to the enemies of the United States. It is also 
alleged that one or more of the officers elected by that body, are pro- 
hibited from holding office by the pro virions of the same act 

I am not advised, that any action has been taken by either House, to 
ascertain the eligibility of its members or of its officers ; indeed, I be- 
lieve that no such action has been taken. 

Very re spect fully, 
(Signed) BUFUS ft BULLOCK* 

Provisional Governor* 



Atraecfepyt 
B.C.] 



DRUM, Assistant Adjutant General. 

9 
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HEADQUARTERS THIRD MIMTARY DISTRICT, 

Atlanta, Gkobgia, July 8, 18(58. 
To JTis Excellency R. B. Bullock, Provisional Governor of Georgia. 

Govkkmor : — I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
this date, advising me that you have been officially informed that the 
two Houses of the Legislature had perfected their organization; and 
were awaiting any communication you might have to make, and that 
accordingly you referred to me lor instructions. In reply 1 beg leave 
to state that! have no instructions to give you, further than to make 
known that, in my judgment, neither 1 louse is organized legally un- 
til they have complied with the requisitions of the Reconstruction 
acts, wnd the act which became a law June 25. 1838, all of which 
prohibit any one holding an office under the State who is excluded by 
section 3 ofthe Amendment to the Constitution, known as Article 14. 
That this view is not a novel one with me, and does not arise from any 
consideration but my desire to execute the laws, will be clearly seen 
by reference to the accompanying General Order No. 52, of April 6, 
18G8, in which I announced to the people of Georgia and candidates 
for election, my views of tjio eligibility of candidates under the laws 
of Congress It is not my purpose to dictate to the two Houses how 
or when they will apply this tept to the »< veral members. Ordinarily 
each House is undoubtedly the judgj ofthe qualification? of its mem- 
bers, but in view of the fact that the t^'urisiHinre, until the State is 
admitted by compliance with the requisitions of the acts of Congress, 
is only provisional, and subject to the authority of the District com- 
mander, and in view of the further fact that it is my duty, so long as 
military government exists, to see tUat the laws be faithfully execu- 
ted, I feeT constrained to say that 1 cannot recognize anjr act of the 
Legislature as valid, nor allow the same to be executed, until satis- 
factory evidence is produced that all persons excluded bv th'*i4th Ar- 
ticle are deprived of their seats or office* in both Houses. You h ive 
been furnished frbm th se Headquarter*, for transmission to the 
respective Houses, the documents in the cases of several members 
whose seats are contested on this ground, mid there is, doubtless, 
other information upon the same subject. My only object now is, 
that you may communicate these views to both Houses, leaving to 
each to take such action as it may deem suitnble and proper. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

(Signed) GEOKGH} G. MEADE, 

Major General, Commanding, 
A true copy : 

R. d. DRUM, Assistant Adjutant General 

Atlanta, Geohoi\, July 17, 1863. 
Major General George G, Meade, Commanding Third Military District, At- 
lanta, Georgia, 
Gbnebal : 

1 herewith transmit the resolution of the Senate and the reports of the 
majority and the minority of the Committee appointed by the Semite to 
investigate and report upon the eligibility of Senators and Officers un- 
der the Act of Congress of Jane 25th, 1808. 

The minority report Senators John 0. Richardson. B. R. McCutchin, 
Joshua Griffin, J. J. Collier, W. B. Jones, J. EL McWhorter, G. R,. 
Moore, John Harris and E. J). Graham ; and Officers E. Thorn and J. 
G. W. Mills, as ineligible. 
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Of these, Senators John C. Richardson, Joshua Griffin, W< B. Jones, 
J* H. McWhorter and John Harris, and Officer J. G. W. Mills have been 
relieved by Congress, thus leaving Senators B. R. McCutcbin, J. J. 
Collier, C. B. Moore and E. D. Gruhntn, and Officer E. Then, ineligi- 
ble, and, in the opinion of the minority, not entitled to seats or office. 

The report of the majority is in favor of the eligibility of all the Sen- 
ators and Officers, and is herewith presented, with the evidence upon 
which the Committee bnse their report. 

After carefully reviewing this evidence, the following endorsements 
are made, to which the attention of the Commanding General is re- 
spectfully invited :— - - 

By the abstract of the examination of Senator Graham, of the Thh\l 
pistrict, he states that he served a year and a half, or two years, as 
Postmaster, but fells to remember whether or not he took an oath to 
support the Constitution of the United States. He afterwards partici- 
pated in <h« Rebellion. By the laws of Congress, persons sixteen 
years of age and older, are allowed to qualify as Postmaster : and, in 
this capacity, are in the eye the law, "Officers of the United States.* 

Senator Moore, Twelfth District, by his own evidence, was Ordinary 
of Webster County, in this State, prior to the War ; and as the Consti- 
tution and laws made it his duty to take an oath to support the Consti- 
tution of the United States, the presumption of law is, that he did 
' take the cath, notwithstanding his failure to recollect the fact His own 
statement further shows that he held this office before, and for three 
years during the war. He is therefore clearly ineligible. 

The case of Senator McCutchm, of the Forty-fourth District, is this: 
He, prior to the war held an office, and took an oath to support the 
Constitution of the United States ; and, during the war held an office 
under the Male Government, •• created by law for the administration of 
a general law of the State;" hence, having held an office under a State 
engaged in rebellion against the United States, he must necessarily 
have given '*aid and comfort to the enemies thereof "— and therefore, 
under the third section of the XIV Article, and the sixth section of the 
Supplementary Acts of July 19th» 1867, he is clearly ineligible. That 
this view must have been taken of the mutter by the Senator himself, is 
shown by the evidence of T. J. Job, who was Clerk of the Board of 
Registration in the Senator's District The Senator, according to the 
testimony, came before the Board three times, and each time declined 
to register, because he did not think he could take the oath; but, with- 
in the fourteen days prior to the election, and after he had bten nominated 
as a candidate, he did take the oath and was registered. 

Senator Collier, of the Fourteenth District by his own evidence, held 
an office and took an oath to support the Constitution of the United 
States previous to the war; but, in his own opinion* did not give aid or 
comfort to the enemies thereof; although, he aided his sons, who were 
engaged in rebellion. Further, he produces a pardon, of the President 
of the United States, which could not have been obtained without a 
previous admission upon the part cf the Senator 1h'tt he had been engaged 
in rebellion against the authority of the United States, or given aid and 
comfort to the enemies thereof. In the Supplementary Reconstruction 
Act of July 19th. 1807. section Seven, executive pardon, or amnesty, is 
not allowed to invest the party receiving such pardon with the right to 
vptr» > 

. Senator Jones, of Thirteenth District, from the evidence presented* 
would be deemed ineligible? but I have official information in my pos- 
session, that he has been relieved of his disabilities by Congress. 
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Senator Holcomb, of the Thirty-ninth District, according to his own 
statement, did not hold any office previous to the war that, in his opin- 
ion, would make him ineligible nnder the law, although it has been re- 
presented to me that nnder the laws of South Carolina the officers of 
militia were executive officers, created by a law of that State, having 
charge of the patrol of the District and other executive duties for the 
" administration of general laws, and for the administration of Justice." 
Time has not been given to ascertain the truth of this representation, 
nor have the Committee made any investigation to that end. notwith- 
standing the fact that the Senators seat has been contested upon this 
ground, by a A. W. Hansard, who desires to prove the ineligibility of 
senator Holcomb. 

J. G. W. Mills, journalizing clerk, would, from the evidence present- 
ed, be clearly ineligible, but I have been officially informed that he has 
been relieved of his disabilities by Congress. 

Ephriam Thorn, door-keeper, according to his own evidence, is, in 
my opinion, clearly ineligible under the law. 

Senator John Harris, of the — District, from the evidence 

presented, would be clearly ineligible, but I have official information 
that his disabilities have been removed by Congress. 

Under the third section of the Act of Congress of June 25th, 1868, 
permitting the assembling of the General Assembly of this State, all 
persons who would be ineligible to office, under ths Constitutional 
Amendment, when adopted, are, by an express law of Congress, made 
ineligible in the organization of State Governments; and. under the 
Reconstruction Acts of Congress, the General Commanding the Military 
District is, in this State, the sole executive officer of fee laws of Con- 
gress, and is the only authority who can see that they are executed in 
case they are disregarded by the General Assembly. 

I would therefore most respectfully submit, that, in my opinion, from 
the evidence presented, E. D. Graham, C. R. Moore, B. R. McCutchin 
And J. J. Collier are not eligible to seats as Sena'ors; and that E. 
Thorn is not eligible as an officer ol the Senate. 

In the case of H. W. Holcomb, I would respectfully recommend that 
the Senate be requested to farther investigate his case. 1 he decision 
of the Commanding General is respectfully solicited. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

(Signed) BUFUS B. BULLOCK, 

Provisional Governor. 

A true copy : 

R. C. DRUM, Assistant Adjutant General 



Majority Report of the select Committee on the eligibility of 

members of the Senate of Georgia : 

The select committee to whom was referred the message of his Ex- 
cellency Provisionsl Governor Bullock, end accompanying documents, 
report that they have careftillv examined the case of each Senator and 
, officer of the Senate, as to their eligibility under section 8, Constitu- 
tional Amendment, Article 14, and find none ineligible, which is re* 
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ted, together w 
July 17," 1868. " 



spectfully submitted, together with an abstract of the evidence on 
which they acted. 



Adopted July 17, 1868. 



M. C. SMITH, Chairman. 

H. HICKS ) 

B. T. NESBITT } Committee. 

MILTON A. CANDLEB J 

F. O. WELCH 

A. E. MARSHALL, Sec'y Senat*.\ 



A true copy : 

B. C. DBUM, Assistant Adjutant General 

Minority report of the Committee on ike eligibility of member* 

of the Senate of Georgia : 

Atlanta, Georgia, July 17, 1868. 

We whose names are hereunto annexed, a minority of your com- 
mittee to whom was referred the examination into the eligibility of 
Senators and officers of the Senate, beg leave to offer the following 
report. 

We find after careful examination of the testimony in the cases of 
Senator Collier, of the 14th District, and Senator Jones, of the 13th 
District, a barrier to their elegibility, in this that it is clearly proven 
that each held office before the war, taking the usual oath to nupjiort 
the Constitution of the United States, and afterwards gave aid yoU 
nntarily to the rebellion, it being in the minds of your committee 
thus clear fy proven. 

We respectfully refer Senators to the testimony upon which our 
conclusion are based for their own guidance in the premises, and beg 
to be relieved from further labor on this subject. All of which is re- 
. spectfully submitted. 

(Signed) JOSEPH ADKINS. 
A true copy: 

B. 0. DBUM, Assistant Adjutant General. 

The undersigned, one of the committee appointed to inquire into 
the eligibility of Senators and officers of the Senate as determined by 
vthe Third Section of the proposed amendment to the Constitution of 
the United States, known as article 14, reports that after careful in- 
vestigation, he finds the following Senators and officers ineligible, to 
wit: 

John C r Richardson, B. B. McCutcbin, Joshua Griffin, J. J. Col* 
lier, W. B. Jones J. H. McWhorter, C. K. Moore, John Harris, 
E. Thorn, J. G. W. Mills and E. D. Graham. 

(Signed) E. J. HIGBEE 
A true copy : 

B. G. DBUM, Assistant Adjutant General. v 

Resolution respecting, action of Senate of Georgia, on eligibility 

of its members : 

Resolved, That the action of the Senate on the reports of the com- 
mittee on the eligibility of its members, together with the reports, 
and the testimony accompanying *tha reports, be communicated to 
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His Excellency, the Provisional Governor ; and through him to !(«• 
jor General Meade, informing His Excellency, that the Senate having 
investigated the eligibility of its members, ask His approval of tneir 
action, and if approved the Senate reports itself duly organized, and 
ready to proceed to business, and receive any communication His 
Excellency may be pleased to make. 

HEADQUARTERS THIRD MILITARY DISTRICT, 
Atlanta, Gboeqia, July 18, 1808. 
Hon. R. B. Bulloch, Provisional Governor State of Georgia / 

Governor :— I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of yonr let- 
ter of the 17th instant, transmitting the action and resolution of the 
Semite, on the eligibility of its members, under the Fourteenth Article 
Constitutional Amendment, and objecting to the same, on the ground 
of the admission of certain members, who, in the judgment of the mi- 
nority of the Committee of Investigation and yourself, are ineligible. 

In reply, I beg leave to state that the subject matter of your commu- 
nication will be held by me for consideration, and that action thereon 
will be deterred, till I shall be officially advised of the course pursued 
by the House of Representatives upon the same subject. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

(Signed) GEORGE G. MEADE, 

Major General U. S. A., Commanding. 
A true copy : 

R. C. DRUM, Assistant Adjutant General 

OFFICE OF THE PROVISIONAL GOVERNOR OF GEORGIA, 

Atlanta, July'18, 186a 
Major General George G. Meade, Commanding Third Military Dis- 
trict. Atlanta. 

General: — Athalf past twelveo'clook to*day r a Committee from the 
House of Representatives, waited upon me, and made the following 
verbal report : 4I The House having taken into consideration the 
question of the eligibility of its members, referred to in the comrhuni- 
cation of the Major General commanding, and having made a careful 
investigation of each case presented, have decided by a vote of the 
House that all persons now in their seats are eligible. In the com- 
munication of the 8th instant from the Major General commanding, 
which was presented to the House, I And the following: * lT .n my 
judgment, neither House is organized legally until they have com- 
plied with the requisitions of the Reconstruction acts, and the act 
which became a law June 25, 1868, all of which prohibit any one 
holding an office under a State, who is excluded by section three of 
the Constitutional Amendment, known as Article 14. * * it is 
not my purpose to dictate to the two Houses hoW or when they will 
apply this teat to the several members. Ordinarily, each House is un- 
doubtedly the judge of the qualifications of its own members, but in 
view of the fact that the Legislature, until the Btate is admitted by 
compliance with the acts of Congress, is only provisional, and subject 
to the authority of the District commander, and in view of the fur- 
ther fact that it is my duty, so long as military government exists, to 
see that the laws be fully executed, I feel constrained to say that I can 
not recognize any act of the Legislature as valid* nor allow the same 
, to be executed} until satisfactory evidence is produced that all persons 



Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



71 

excluded by the 14th Article are deprived of their seats or offices in 
both Houses." The House has failed to furnish the report of its com- 
mittee, and the evidence taken in relation to the eligibility of its mem- 
bers, and I am, therefore, unable to produce for the considerntion of 
the commanding Goneral "satisfactory evidence ■* * 'that all persons 
excluded by the 14th Article are deprived of their seats or office? in 
both Houses," and I therefore (eel constrained to report the Hou.*ehas 
liot complied with tho suggestions of the Major General commanding. 
Very respectfully, 

(Signed) RUFUS B. BULLOCK, 
A true copy : Provisional Governor, 

R. C DRUM, Assistant Adjutant General, 



HEADQUARTERS THIRD MILITARY DISTRICT, 
Atlanta, Gkorgia^ July 20, 1868. 
Hon, It. Bulhcky Provisional Governor of Georgia : 
. Govebnor :— I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your let- 
ter of the 18th inst., ud vising me, that a committee of the House of 
Representatives had waited on you, and verbally informed you "that 
the House having made a careful investigation into the eligibility of its 
members, have decided by a vote of the House that all persons now in 
th^ir seats are eligible." 

I have already acknowledged the receipt of your letter of the 17th, re- 
porting the action of the Senate on the same subject 

I have now to Advise and instruct you, that each House having com- 
plied with the requisitions of my communication of the 18th instant, by 
examining into, and deciding on the eligibility of their members, under 
the Acts of Congress and the Fourteenth Article Constitutional Amend- 
ment, I have no further opposition to make to their proceeding to the 
business for which they were called together, as I consider them legally 
organized from the 18th instant,— the date of the action of the House. 
Very respecttully, your obedient servant, 

(Signed) GEORGE Q. MEADE, 

A true copy : Major General U. S. A. 

R. I); DRUM, Assistant Adjutant General* , 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 

Atlanta, Geoboia, July 30, 1868. 
Major General George G. Meade, Commanding : 

Gekbral :— I am informed that. An attempt is contemplated, by per- 
sons resilient in the city of Augusta, to deiy the authority of the civil 
officers, now acting as Mayor and Council of that city. 

These officers were appointed by Military authority, to fill vacancies, 
and were recognized by the late Constitutional Convention, as the prop- 
er civil authority'; and are to be recognized as such, until their succes- 
sors are regularly elected and duly qualified, or until otherwise provided* 
for by lair. 

In view of the information above referred to, I would respectfully re- 
quest that the Commanding Officer of the Post of Augusta, be instruct- 
ed to sustain the civil authority, when called upon. 

Very respectfully, 
(Signed) RUElS B. BULLOCK, 



A true copy : 

R. & i 



Governor* 



DRUM, Assistant Adjutant General. 
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HEADQUARTERS THIRD MILITARY DISTRICT, 

Atlanta, Gkorgia, August 1, 1868. 
His Excellency, JR. B. Bullock. Governor Georgia : 

Sib: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communication 
of the 30th ultimo, advising me that you anticipated difficulties in the 
city of Augusta, and requesting orders be sent to the Commanding Offi- 
cer at that place, to aid and co-operate with the civil authorities. In 
reply, I regret that it is not in my power to give the orders requested 
by you, nor can I permit the forces under my command to be employed, 
except under the orders of the War Department ; and should the pow- 
er under your control, in your judgment be inadequate to preserve law 
and order, I would suggest your so reporting by telegraph, to the Pres- 
ident of the United States, requesting I be instructed to use the milita- 
ry power for the preservation of the peace of the State. 

In reference to the municipal authorities of Augusta being the ap- 
pointees of the military, your attention is called to the enclosed Gen- 
eral Orders by which you will see that the past acts of the military have 
now no force, but sucn as maybe given to them by the Courts and Leg- 
islatures ol the respective State* ; and I would suggest your urging ac- 
tion on the part of the Legislature, to confirm the power of such ap- 
pointees as necessarily hold over and a'so such orders as it was deemed 
proper to issue, bearing on the rights of person and property. 
I am sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
(Signed) GEORGE G. MEADE, 

Major General U. 8. A., Commanding. 
A true copy : 

S. F. BABSTOW, Acting Assistant Adjutant General 



Circular Letters Relative to Military Interference in 
Civil Affairs, sent to Subordinate Commanders, 



HEADQUARTERS, DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Atlanta, Gbobgia, August 86, 1869. 
To (hmmanding Officer District of 

[ClRCULAB IiETTBB '.] 

That there may be no misunderstanding on the f>art of District 
Commanders and their subordinates as to their duties, in the event of 
any disturbance in the civil government within the territorial limits 
of their commands, or as to the power of the military authorities un- 
der existing circumstances, the following correspondence is furnished 
for your information and guidance : 

HEADQUARTERS THIRD MILITARY DISTRICT, 
Atlanta, Georgia, July 30, 1868. 
General U. S. Grant, Washington, D. C: 

The Governor of Georgia, advises me there is reason to believe, the 
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municipal authorities of Augusta are about being resisted by a com- 
bination* made for that purpose. These authorities, were the appoin- 
tees of my. predecessor, and it is probable the. resistance anticipated, 
fc on the ground that military authority having ceased, all agents 
drawing their power from the military me functus officio. The Gov- 
ernor calls on me to sustain the civil authorities if necessary. In- 
structions and advice is requested on the position the military power 
now occupies. In my judgment, 1 have no right to interfere or use 
the military forces under my command, except where so instructed to 
do from superior authority ; and that the Governor should report to 
Washington his inability to preserve order and enforce the law, be- 
fore any orders are sent to me. 

(Signed) GEORGE G. MEADE, 

Maj. Gen. Commanding. 

• WAR DEPABTMENT, 
Washington, D. C. f July 81, I860. 
Major General George G. Meade^ 

Commanding Third Military District, 

Atlanta, Georgia: 
Your telegram to the General Commanding, requesting instruc- 
tions and advice on the position the military power occupies in Geoiv 
fcia, has been submitted to the Secretary of War, and by him laid be- 
fore the President and Cabinet. 

Your views as to when and how the military forces under your 
command may be used, were approved of, and I am instructed by tha 
Secretary of War, to say to you that he will prepare and send to you 
instructions lor your guidance. Also that should any insurrection or 
riot break but before you receive them, to advise the Governor to tele- 
graph to the President for the required authority to use the* troops id 
quailing the same. 

(Signed) JOHN A. RAWLINS, 

Chief of Staff. 



Washington, D. C, August 20, 1868. 
Major General George G> Meade, 

Commanding Third Military District, 

Atlanta, Georgia : 
The subject matter of your dispatch is still under consideration. 
The answer however will probably be similar to instructions sent 
General Buchanan. 

(Signed) JOHN A. RAWLINS, 

Chief of Staff. 

WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, Ji. n., August 22, 1868. 
Major General George G. Meade, Commanding Department of the South, 
Atlanta, Georgia.' 
The following instructions were sent to General Buchanan : 
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HEADQUARTEBS OF THE ARMY, 

Adjutant General's Office, 
* Washington, D. 0., AugHstlO, 1868. 

Brevet Major General Robert C. Buchanan, U. S. Army, Commanding 

Department of Louisiana, New Orleans, Louisiana. 

General: The following instructions from the Secretary of War are 
furnished for your government, to the end that the necessary aid may 
be rendered by the United States as promptly as possible in any case 
of insurrection or domestic violence in the States embraced in your 
Military Department. You will keep yourself informed of the con- 
dition of affairs in said States, and communicate promptly by tele* 
graph to the War Department, through the Headquarters of the Ar- 
my, any facts which may make it the duty of the President, under 
the Constitution and laws, to employ the military force of the Uni- 
ted States. 

You will also maintain such disposition of the troops under your 
command, that they may be ready to act'without delay upon receipt 
of tjie President's orders. Stationing them at, or from time to time 
moving them to points, where you may have reason to apprehend a 
necessity for their use. 

The following extracts frcrni the Constitution and Laws of the Uni- 
ted States, indicate the condition under which the military forces of 
the United States may be lawfully employed to suppress insurrection 
against the Government of any State : — 

Article 4, Section 4, of the Constitution — "The United States shall 
guarantee to every State in this Union a Republican form of Govern- 
ment, and shall protect each oflhem against invasion, and on appli- l 
cation of the Legislature or of the Executive, when the Legislature 
cannot be convened, against domestic violence." 

Act of Gongress, approved February 28, 1795, Section * * * * 

"And in case of an insurrection in any State against the govern- 
merit thereof, it shall be lawful for the President of the United States 
on application of the Legislature of such State or of the Executive, 
when the Legislature cannot be convened, to call forth such a num- 
ber of the miHtia of any other State or States, as may be applied for, 
as he may judge sufficient to suppress such insurrection. And 
Section three (3) provided always and be it further enacted, that 
whenever it may be necessary, in the judgment of the President to 
use the military force hereby directed to be called forth, the Presi- 
dent shall forthwith by proclamation command such insurgents to 
disperse and retire peaceably to their respective abodes within a limi- 
ted time." 

Act of Congress approved March &, 1807 : Be it enacted, Ac, 
that in all cases of insurrection or obstruction to the laws, either of 
the United States or of any individual State or Territory, where it is 
lawful for the President of the United States to cnll forth the Mili- 
tia for the purpose of suppressing such insurrection, or of causing the 
laws to be duly executed, it shall he lawful for him to employ for the 
same purposes such part of the land or naval forces of the United 
States as shall be judged necessary, having first observed all the pre- 
N requisites of the law in that respect. 

By command of General Gbant : 

(Signed) JOHN A. BAWLIKS, 

Chief <tf 9baf. 
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From the aboyeyou will perceive there is no authority for the in* 
terposition of the military forces under your command, and that 
when the interference of such authority is deemed necessary, applica- 
tion for its use must be made to these Headquarters. Should an ex- 
igency arise.requiring instant action, and if it be impracticable for 
want of time to consult the views of the Commanding General, any 
action taken must be on tho responsibility of the commander interfer- 
ing ; who, it is needless to say, will be held to a strict accountability 
for his action. 

The "Freedman's Bureau" is now in the same relative position 
with the Military power, as any other Civil Bureau of the Govern* 
ment ; application, therefore, for the use of troops in connection there- 
with, must be made to the Department Commander. x 

'By obder of Major General Meade: 
(Signed) R. t\ DKUM, 

Assistant Adjutant OeneraL 
A true copy : 

B. O. DRUM, Assistant Adju'ant General. 



HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Atlanta, Georgia, October 1, 1868. 
To Commanding Officer 

The following correspondence is furnished for your information and 
guidance ; 

HEADQUARTERS OP THE ARMY, 

Adjutant Genebal'h Office, 

Washington, August 25, 1868. 
Major General George G. Meade, U. 8. Army, Commanding Department of 

ike South, Atlanta, Georgia: 

General : — In reply to your request for instructions relative to the 
use of the troops under your command in aid of the civil authorities, the 
Secretary of War directs to be furnished, for your information and gov- 
ernment, the enclosed copies of a letter of instructions to Brevet Major 
General Buchanan, commanding Department of Louisiana, dated Au- 
gust 10, 1868, and of a letter irom the Attorney General of the United 
States to Alexander M grader, Esquire, United States Marshal Northern 
District of Florida, dated Angust 20, 1868. 

The letter to General Buchanan indicates the conditions under which 
the military force of the United States may be employed to suppress 
insurrection against the government of any State, and prescribes the 
duties of the Department commander in reference thereto. 

The letter of the Attorney General sets forth the conditions under 
which the Marshal and Sheriffs may command the assistance of the 
troops in their respective Districts or Counties to execute lawful pre- 
cepts issued to them by competent authority. 

The obligation of tie military, (individual officers and soldiers,) in 
common with all citizens, to obey the summons of a Marshal or Sheriff, 
must be held subordinate to their paramount duty as members of a per- 
manent military body. Hence the troops can act only in their proper 
organized capacity, under their own officers, and in obedience to the 
immediate orders of those officers. The officer commanding troops 
summoned to the aid of a Marshal or Sheriff; must also judge for him- 
self, and upon his own official responsibility, whether the service re- 
quired of him is lawful and necessary, and compatible with the proper 
discharge of his ordinary military* duties, and must limit his action 
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absolutely to proper aid hi execution of the lawful precept exhibited to 
him by the Marshal or Sheriff. 

If time will permit, every demand from a civil officer for military aid, 
whether it be for the execution of civil process or to suppress insurrec- 
tion, should be forwarded to the President, with all the material facte 
in the case, for his orders ; and in all cases the highest commander 
whose orders can be given in time to meet the emergency, will alone 
assume the responsibility of action. 

By a timely disposition of troops where there is reason to apprehend 
a necessity for their use, and by their passive interposition between 
hostile pirties, danger of collision may be averted. Department com- 
manders, and, in case of necessity, their subordinates, are expected in 
thi-J regard to exercise, upon their own responsibility, a wise discretion 
to the end that, in any event, the peace may be preserved. 
By command of General Grant : 

(Signed) J. 0. KELTON, 

Assistant Adjutant General,. 

ATTORNEY GENEBAI/S OFFICE. 

20th August, 1868. 
Alexander 3fogruder y Eaquirt, U. 8. Marshal Northern District Florida, SI. 

AvyusUne, Florida. 

Sib :— Your letter of the 12th instant reached me yesterday, and has 
received an attentive consideration. ( Colonel Sprague's information to 
you must have been based upon his own construction of General 
Meade's order, lately issued, and not upon any special ins Tactions from 
the President to Colonel Sprngue through General Meade or otherwise, 
as no such special instructions have been issued by the President. You 
add, "Under some circumstances I should be glad to have the aid of 
the military, and, if practicable, would be pleased to have instructions 
given to the military to aid me when necessary. I ask this, as Colonel 
Spmgue informs me under his instructions he cannot do so." This de- 
sire and request for the "aid of the military" under certain circumstances, 
I understand to refer to the occasional necessity, which may arise, that 
a Marshal should ^ave the means of obtaining the aid and attendance 
of a more considerable force than his regular deputies supply, for the 
execution of legal process in his District. 

The 27th Section of the Judiciary Act of 1789, establishes the office 
of Marshal, and names among his duties and powers the following :— 
•'And to execute throughout the District all lawful precepts directed to 
him, and issued under the authority oi the United States ; and he shall 
have power to command all necessary assistance in the execution of his 
duty, and appoint, as there may be occasion, one or more deputies." 
(1 St, p. 87.) 

You will observe from this that the only measure of the assistance 
which you have power to command is its necessity for the execution of 
your duty, and upon your discreet judgment, under your official respon- 
sibility, the law reposes the determination of what force each particular 
necessity requires. This power of the Marshal is equivalent to that of 
a Sheriff, and, with either, embraces, as a resort in necessity, the whole 
power of the precinct (County or District) over which the officer's au- 
thority extends. In denning this power, Attorney General Gushing, 
and, as I understand the subject, oorrectiy says "it comprises every per- 
son in the District or County above the age of fifteen years, whether 
civilians or not ; and including the military of all denominations, mili- 
tia, soldiers, marines, all of whom* are alike hound to obey the com- 
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mands of a Sheriff or Marshal. " While, however, the law given yon 
this «*power to command all necessary assistance," and the military 
within yonr District are not < xempt from obligation to obey, in common 
with all the citizens, yonr snmmons in case of necessity, you will be 
particular to observe that this high and responsible authority is given 
to the Marshal only in aid of his duty **to execute throughout the Dis- 
trict all lawful precepts directed to him* and issued under the authority 
of the United States, and only in case of. necessity for this extraordinary 
aid. The military persons obeying this summons of the Marshal, will 
act in subordination and obedience to the civil officer, the Marshal, in 
whose aid in the execution of process they are called, and only to the 
effect of securing its execution. 

This special dnty and authority in the execution of process issued to 
you, must not be confounded with the duty and authority of suppres- 
sing disorder and preserving the peace, which, under our Government, 
belongs to the *ivu authorities of the State, and not to the civil author- 
ities of the United States. Nor is this special duty and authority of 
the Marshal in executing process issued to him, to be confounded with 
the authority and duty of the President of the United States, in the 
specific cases of the Constitution and under the regulations of the Stat- 
utes, to protect the States against domestic violence, or with the au- 
thority and duty, under special Statutes, to employ military force in 
-Bubduing combinations in resistance to the laws of the United States, 
for neither of these duties or authorities is shared by the subordinate 
officers of the Government, except when and as the same may be speci- 
fically communicated to them by the President. 

I jiave thus called your attention to the general considerations bear- 
ing upon the subject to which your letter refers, for the purpose of se- 
curing a due observance of the limits of yonr duty and authority in 
connection therewith . Nothing can be less in accordance with the na- 
ture of our government, or the disposition of our people, than a fre- 
quent or ready resort to military aid in execution of the duties confided 
to civil officers. 

Courage, vigor, and intrepidity are appropriate qualities for the civil 
service which Marshals of the United States are expected to perform, 
and a re enforcement of their power by extraordinary means is permit- 
ted by the law only in extraordinary emergencies. 

If it shall be thought that any occasion, at any trme, exists for in- 
structions to the military authorities of the United States, within any 
of the States, in connection with the execution of process of the courts 
of the United States, these instructions will be in accordance with the 
exigency then appearing. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

(Signed) WILLIAM M. EVARTS, 

Attorney General. 
Adjutant General's Office, August 26, 1868. 
Official copy : 

(Signed) J. 0. KELTON, Assistant Adjutant General 
By OnDJHt of Ma job Gbkxbal Meads : 

(Signed) R. 0. DRUM, 

Assistant Ae^utant General 
A. true copy: 

R. 0. DRUM, Assisiart Adjrdanl General 
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 

Atlanta, Georgia, November 23, 1868. 
[Circular Letter.] 

To 

Sir:— The following correspondence is respectfully fur- 
nished for your information : 

WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Adjt. GenVs Office, Washington, Nov. 12th, 1868. 
Major General George G. Meade, Commanding Department 
of the South, Atlanta, Georgia. 

Sib :— I have the honor to inform you that the views ex- 
pressed in your endorsement of the 31st ultimo, returning to 
the Commanding Officer District of South Carolina, papers re- 
lative to the construction of General Orders No. 27, from Head- 
quarters Department of the South, as regards furnishing de- 
tails of troops upon summons from the Sheriffof a county, or 
intendant of a town, have been concurred in by the Secretary 
of War. Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

(Signed) E. D. TOWNSEND, Asst. Adjt. Genl. 

Endorsement dated October 31 /rt, 1868, on a letter from Brevet 
BHgadiekjpeneral J, V. Bomford, U. S. Army, Command- 
ing District ^outh Carolina, dated Columbia, South Carolina, 
October 23d, 1868, enclosing letter from Brevet Major J. J. 
VanHorn^jOftt^d October z\st, 1868, requesting information 
as to conmruction of General Orders No. 27, " as regards 
furnishing a detail from my command upon a summons 
from the Sheriff" of the county or Intendant, of the town, for 
the arrest of single persons." 

"Respectfully returned to Brevet Brigadier General J. V. 
Bomford,,U. S. Army, commanding District of South Caroli- 
na. The case is too indefinitely stated for any specific in- 
structions. It was hot designed by General Orders No. 27 to 
relieve Sheriffs from such duties as would be imposed on them 
were no military force present ; and the Sheriff is authorized 
to call on the military only when he has exhausted all other 
resources, or when he meets with resistance in the attempt to 
enforce process. It was not intended, nor will it be permitted 
the Sheriff to rely on, and only on, the military for his pur- 
poses. Not only would such a course be contrary to law, but 
would tend to relieve citizens from doing the duty which the 
law imposes on them. Besides, the troops are not permanent- 
ly stationed where they are at present, and such reliance by 
Sheriffs would be merely temporary. Wh^n a distinct case, 
with names of parties, action of Sneriff, evidence of his ina- 
bility to execute process, or of resistance offered is presented, 
the Commanding General will give special instructions in the 
case. Until then, officers will be governed by instructions 
from the War Department and General Orders No. 27.' ' 
Very respectfully .your obedient servant, 
(Signed) R. C. DRUM, Assistant Adjutant General. 
A true copv : 

B. G. DRUM, Assistant Adjutant General 
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EEPOET ON CAMILLA DIFFICULTY. 



HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Atlanta, Gkorgia, October 3, 1868. 
General V. S. Grant, Commanding U. S. Army, Washington, D. C. : 

Sir: — You have been apprised, that on receiving intelligence of 
the disorders occurring in this State on the 19th instant, at Camilla, 
in Mitchell county, that I at once had troops in readiness, to meet any 
call of the civil authorities, such as are referred to in the letter of in- 
fltructions from the General-in-Chief of date August 25, 1868, and 
that at the same time, I dispatched Captain Mills, a most reliable and 
intelligent officer on whose cool sound judgment and freedom from 
any prejudice or party bias I could depend, to investigate thoroughly 
and report the facts in the case. 

The affair passing off with the riot or rather collision of the 19th 
instant, and no call having been made on me, the Legislature, (as I 
think properly) declining the request of the Governor to authorise 
him to make the call, no troops were sent. The report of Captain 
Mills was yesterday received, and after its perusal I deemed the only 
thing for me to do, was to transmit it to the Governor of the State, 
the officer with whom I am required to communicate and to assure 
him, that in any measures thai; might be taken by the civi| authori- 
ties in the investigation of the affair and punishment of derelict civil 
officers or citizens, that in case he met with resistance, or he or they 
found themselves unable to execute the laws I was prepared on being 
so informed to aid and co-operate with him to the fullest extent of 
the force under my command. 

, My letter to the Governor, the report and accompanying docu- 
ments of Captain Mills, are herewith forwarded by the hands of Cap- 
tain C. McKibbin, U. S. Army, and I should be pleased to receive 
any comments thereon, which yourself, the Honorable Secretary of 
War, or the President may please to make. 

I deem it proper to add, tnat in a few days I shall distribute the 
troops in the Department, with a view of "aiding the civil authori- 
ties to keep the peace" during the approaching Presidential election. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, * 

(Signed) GEORGE G. MEADE, 

Major General 
A true copy : 

R. 0. DRUM, Assistant Adjutant General 

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Atlanta, Oa., October 8, 1868. 
To His Excellency, B. B. Bullock Governor of Georgia, 

Governor :— Enclosed you will find a printed copy of the instruction! 
sent to me from the General-in-Chief, for my guidance in determining 
when and how the forces under my command may be used to "preserve the 
peace."* Tou will perceive they require not only that f he call must be made 
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by some Marshal or Sheriff, but that this call must be made In accordance 
with law, and that the application, with the facts In the case, should be 
sent, if practicable, to the President of the United States for his orders, 
before action is taken, and action can only be taken by any subordinate 
officer on an emergency justifying him, for which be wiil be held to a 
strict accountability. * 

The laws referred to in these letters of instruction having been enacted 
at periods when the present anomalous condition of affairs, at this time 
existing in the several States of this Military Department, was never an- 
ticipated. They do not provide that prompt and summary action which, 
Hi cases of riot and unpremeditated disorder, is so necessary for its imme- 
diate suppression, and they throw directly and entirely on the Marshal or 
Sheriff the duty of initiating the process by which military aid can be 
given to "preserve the peace." As much latitude may be given to thta 
expression, "preserving the peace,*' and to guard against unnecessary or 
improper and illegal use of the United States troop*, subordinate officers 
are enjoined in all cases to obtain, It practicable, from their superiors the 
authority to act when called on. These remarks are made to explain to 
you my course in the recent occurrence at Camilla, in this State. The 
moment I received intelligence of the difficulty, i directed troops to be 
held in readiness to meet any legal calls from the properly constituted au- 
thorities, and T, at the same time, dispatched an intelligent and reliable 
officer, in whose judgment I had implicit confidence, to make an investi- 
gation, and report to me the fact* obtained. The report of that officer, 
Captain William Mills, 16th Infantry, with accompanying affidavits, it 
herewith forwarded for your consideration, and such action as you may 
deem proper; making the following remarks, which may be deemed per* 
ttnent in view of the delicate duty devolving on me, and my future action 
in similar cases :— 

1. I consider the conduct of Messrs. Pierce and Murphy in the highest 
degree reprehensible, if not subjecting them to an action-at law, whilst I 
waive the question as to whether your proclamation referred to such as- 
semblages as met together at Camilla. Whilst I acknowledge the Con- 
stltutional right ot every citizen to bear arms for a peaceable purpose, I 
must insist that *when a civil officer, charged with the preservation of the 
peace, commands or requests citizens to put away arms on the ground 
that unless they do so, he cannot protect them, that it is the duty of every 
good citizen to yield to the mandate of the law officer, whether that officer 
be acting from right or wrong motives, or whether his action is strictly 
and technically legal or not ; for It is evident that in the existing condi- 
tion of tne public mind, if individual citizens are determined to put their 
construction on laws and maintain them by force of arms, that collision, 
riot and bloodshed are inevitable. Therefore, In my judgment Jt was the 
duty of Messrs. Pierce and Murphy, as the principal parties, to have 
counselled and urged compliance with the mandate of the Sheriff, and held 
faim responsible afterwards for any assumed authority he may have exer- 
cised. The strongest evidence of this is to be found In the report of Cap- 
tain Mills, in whlah he states tnat alter the riot commenced, it ended in a 
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fjtw minute*, by the fleeing of the negroes, who composed the mass of the 
meeting, showing their arms were utterly useless, and might just as well 
have been left, lor all the ability it gave them to maintain their Constitu- 
tional rights. 

II. The conduct of the Sheriff, in returning to Camilla and organizing 
a posse to meet a riot he seemed determined to believe would occur, 
would seem to indicate he had more knowledge of an intention to break 
the peace on the part of the citizens of the town than those holding the 
meeting, and'that his conduct was such, as to subject him to the grave 
suspicion, that, under the guise of the law, and his duty, he was a party 
to the wanton and unnecessary destruction of life which subsequently 
ensued. For there is no evidence that after all resistance was over, and 
the negroes were flying in terror, that the Sheriff made any effort to con* 
trol his posse, and prevent them from continuing till night fall and for 
miles from town, wounding and killing the fugitives. This is a grave and 
serious charge— almost too terrible to believe— and \ should be most glad 
to resist the conclusions wbieh have forced me to believing it, but there is so 
much primehfacie evidence as not only to warrant but to demand— that 
such legal action, as the code of the State authorises, should be immedi- 
ately taken, and an investigation according to the forms of law be had, 
and all guilty parties, whether sheriff, coroner or citizens, should be either 
acquitted, or if found guilty, punished with the severest penalties the 
Statutes admit. And now I eome to the material part of this communi- 
cation. There were no troops at Camilla, not only because no necessity 
for their use was anticipated, but because the place is one so remote and 
obscure, that had I have been distributing troops, they would never have 
been sent nearer than Albany, some thirty miles distant; but supposing 
troops had been present, you can readily perceive how embarrassing 
would be the duty of the officer in command, unless he was better posted 
up in local matters than it is reasonable to believe he would be; for in this 
case, the testimony would seem to point to the civil offloer, whom he is in- 
structed to obey, as the very one who is apparently most guilty. I refer 
to this because I am repeatedly applied to scatter and distribute the 
troops, to which I have replied, that 1 have not the force to occupy every 
village in the State, that the conditions under which the troops can act, re- 
quires the soundest discretion and good judgment, which all subordinate 
officers do not possess, and that I deem it better to hold the troops ready 
hi masses, to intervene in large bodies when the proper time comes ; and 
If the riot at Camilla had continued, or had been followed by retaliation 
on the part of the colored population, I would at once have sent suffi- 
cient troops to have restored order. And I beg now to Bay to you, that if 
in taking the action to investigate this matter and punish the guilty 
therein, if you report to me any difficulty in executing the decrees of 
Courts, or in serving the processes of the sheriffs and others^ I am pre- 
pared to sustain the iaw officers of the 8tate to the fullest extent of the* 
military power under my command. 1 have no authority to act indepen-* 
dent of the civil authorities, and the laws must be adhered to whom- 
ever they are defined; but if in executing these laws, you or your sub- 
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ordinate officers meet with resiateuce more than yon can overcome, I an 
prepared, on being to advi*ed« to use all my power to tustuin you. Pen* 
haps the announcement of this ftiet may remove some delusion*, and have 
the effect to prevent in future, occurrences like the one at Camilla— a* a*, 
fair 1 trust there will he no delay in investigating, ami punishing the 
guilty, and to :ud the action of any officer charged with this investiga- 
tion, is the object of sending to you Captain JIUPs report and accorapa* 
nying documents, 

Very respectfully, vour obedient servant.. 

(Signed) UJSORGE G. MKAPE, 

Major General U. S. A. 
A true copy : 

R C. PBUM, Assistant Adjutant QmeraU 



, McPmtraox Barracks. Atlanta, Georgia, September 2ft, 18*8. 
Brevet Brigadier General & C. Drum, Assistant Adjutant General? 

Department of the South, Atlanta. Geurtfia: 

Gknkkal: L have the honor to report that in compliance with para* 
graph VU of Special Orders No. 44, curreut series from Headquarters 
Department of, the South. I proceeded to Camilla, Mitchell county, Geor- 
gia ou the 23d instant to investigate the occurrences- at that place on tbn 
USth instant, i respeetfutly report as follows: 

A few days previous to the 19th. Instant, notices were circulated in 
Dougherty and Mitchell counties that a ftepubttean meeting would be 
held, at Camilla, Georgia, on that day, and that W« P. Pierce, a candidate 
flir Congress fat that district* John Mrtrpby, candidate as elector fot the 
district, 1\ W. Putney and others would address the meeting; that pur* 1 
suant tothat notice,a number of colored people from the plantations be* 
tween Albany, Georgia, and the neighborhood of Camilla, proceeded in 
a body to that. place, accompanied by musicians in a wagon. 'I%i» 
erowd numbered from two to three hundred colored people, about one 
half Of whom may nave carried tire-itrra* of different description*; that 
when Within from two to three miles of Camilla, they were Inetby Jft. S* 
Ppere, the Sheriff of Mi&hell county, accompanied by four or hve citizens 
of Camilla* who protested against their entering the town with arm*, 
claiming that in accordance with a late proclamation of the Governor, ho 
was empowered to demand that they do not enter the town with arms. 
This demand of the Sheriff was replied tony Messrs. Pierce and Murphy 
in bcbalfof the crowd, by their stating that they+ were not an organized 
tjody and in no way under the eOnt&ol of any one leader; fchnt the pefr* 
sons With arms, carried them of their own accord* and assured the Sheriff 
and citizen* ot Camilla with him, that they were going to Camilla, for the 
purpose of attending a political meeting, and that their intentions went 
peaceable, and without intent to disturbe the peace of the place. I would 
respectfully eali yotwr attention to the endowed affidavits of W; Yi Pierce, 
4ohn Murphy, T. Fi Putney and Bfc 8; Foore, Sheriff of Mitchell county, 
lor a full understanding of what took plane, between the Sheriff and the 
(readme* nt this time. ,r •'. :n< . 

tfiom the adtdavitit wlU be seen *ha* he considered^ attitude eftbe 
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cmWd approaching the town of eueh a character as to induce him to r*. 
fcmi to town and prepare the citizens against attack by directing them 
as ?t possee to have their arms ready fn case he should call upon them to 
Assist him in preserving the peace* 

1 I have been unable to obtain any evidence that these colored people 
going to Camilla on that day were either instructed or advised by any 
one to carry arms with them, either for purposes of defence or violence, 
or that they seriou^y expected interruption in holding their meeting, 
although from some of the enclosed affidavits it is alleged that one 
James Johns, a white citizen of Camilla, had frequently said that no He* 
publican meeting should be held in Camilla, and that on this day, this 
man Johns, armed with a gun, met the crowd some three miles from 
town and told them that they should have no meeting or speaking 
at Camilla, and that ff they come into town they would be hurt. Upon 
the crowd entering the town en route to the Court House, they are met 
by this man Johns, who is intoxicated and armed with a gun ; he is bois- 
terous and angry in hi* manner, and orders the musicians in the wagon 
to cease playing; his orders are not obeyed. In some of the enclosed affi- 
davit* it is stated that he then fired his gun at the people in the wagon; 
by others, that his gun was discharged accidentally and not in the direc- 
tion of the wagon. However, this may be, the result of the discharge of 
this man's gun, was immediate tire from both colored people and citi- 
zen* of the place. It is admitted by all persons that this man*s gun was 
* the first one fired ; that it was discharged without provocation. In con- 
versation with citizens of Camilla, this man Johns was described to me 
as a drunken and dangerous man and frequently in difficulties, and one 
whose acts they deprecated, and that on that day be was intoxicated. 
Under these circumstances it can not but be considered neglectful on tho 
part of the Sheriff in not seeing that this man Johns was kept out of the 
way on that day, particularly as he was drunk, and as he, the Sheriff, ap- 
pears to have apprehended so much trouble from the approaching «rowd 
and the excitement existing among the citizens of the place. 

For a full understanding of tne occurrences from the time the Sheriff 
met the crowd advancing on the road to town until the firing commenced 
and its results, I respectfully call attention to the enclosed affidavits of 
both citizens of Camilla and persons who went there to attend the meet- 
ing. As far as it was possible to leajrn the casualties on that day, were a* 
fallows: 9kUIe»i, colored ; from 25 to 80 wounded, colored, several slight- 
ly ; citizens of Camilla, white, wounded, none severely. 

From the enclosed statement of parties present, it will be seen that tho 
firing in town did not continue many minutes* but that the colored peo- 
ple fled to the adjoining woods, and that they were pursued by the citi- 
zens as a pbssee of the Sheriff, some of them mounted and frome on foot, 
and that firing of guns waa heard through the woods during the balance 
of the day. The Sheriff In hU affidavit stated that three colored men were 
killed one mile from the town. 

1 have been unable to find any proof that the colored people who went 
that day- to Camilla were advised by any of the wbite men who accom- 
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panied them, and who were to address them, either to go armed for deftne 
or violence, but that on the contrary toe enclosed affidavits show that 
Messrs. Pierce, Murphy and Putney all advised and impressed upon 
them that they should be peaceable and law-abiding in all their acts, as 
they were meeting at this place* Camilla, in the exercise of their rights 
as citizen* of the United States. 

That the citizens of the town of Albany were in any way implicated 
or connected with the occurrence at Camilla on the 19th instant, is in no 
way proven. It is explained in the affidavit of the Sheriff of Mitchell 
county that notice of some colored people having left Albany on the 
evening of the 18th instant tor Camilla, was received by him through a 
person living in the adjoining town of Newton. This is in no way de- 
nied* as by reference to the affidavit of Peter Hines, the leader of the 
band, it will be seen that the musicians with other ireedmen, left Albany 
on the evening of the 18th inst. J herewith transmit the proceedings of 
the citizens of Albany, Georgia, held on the 21st inst., and would state that 
information was freely tendered me by all parties. I was accompanied 
by Brevet Major O. H. Howard, sub- Assistant Commissioner Bureau 
Refugees, Freed men and Abandoned Lands, from Albany, Georgia, to* 
Camilla, Georgia, and from what I could learn, the colored people and 
whites were peaceably disposed towards each other. 

In my investigation of this matter I was materially assisted ;by Major 
Howard, and upon my arrival at Camilla, the citizens of that place ap- 
peared desirous that the occurrence on the 19th instant should be inves- 
tigated. Up to the date of my visit there, no action had been taken in 
this matter by the civil authorities of the county, nor had any inquest 
been held over the bodies of those killed. 
\ Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

(Signed) VTM. MILL8. 

Captain Wth Infantry, 
A true copy: 

R. C. DRUM, Assistant Adjutant General 



Reporting Condition of Affairs in North and South 
Carolina. 



HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH* 
Atlamta, Georgia, October 17, 1868. 
Brevet Major General John A. Rawlins, Chief of Staff, Head- 
quarters of the Army, Washington, D. C .• 
I General : — I transmit herewith seyeral communications from the 
Governor of South Carolina, and one from the Governor of North 
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Carolina in relation to the use of- troops, in sustaining the civil gov* 
ernments in these States. Similar communication*, both verbal and 
written, have been presented by the Governor's of Georgia, Alabama 
and Florida. The sum and substance of all these communications 
are, that the present state governments in these states, are powerless, 
and without tne support of the military forces of the United States, 
are unable to exercise their functions or execute the laws. The en- 
dorsements on the enclosed communications, as well as my correspon- 
dence with Major General Miles, commanding in North Carolina, (1&2) 
forwarded in my letter to the Adjutant General of the Army, of date 
the 9th instant, will fully explain my position on these questions. In 
brief I have informed the several Governors, that I can find nothing 
in existing laws or the instructions sent for my guidance, which will 
justify my answering their call, which really means, that I should as* 
sume the government of the several states, employing the civil officers 
backed by military power ; that my sole and exclusive duty is to 
preserve the peace, and that only, after it is evident the civil power is 
unable so to do, and calls on me in the manner prescribed by existing 
laws ; that whenever the civil authorities, in their attempts to exe- 
cute the laws, meet with resistance greater than they can overcome, 
1 and appeal through the proper channels to me, I will see they are sus- 
tained. 

Recently, I have visited Columbia, S. C, and had a very full 
interview with Governor Scott of that State. From the represen- 
tations of Governor Scott, I became satisfied there is practically, no 
government in South Carolina, that what with those officers who from 
want of sympathy with the State government and its origin, refuse to 
act, and those who though in full sympathy with the party in power art 
afraid to act, there is in reality, no government at all. I informed 
Governor Scott, as I had informed others, that I did not see any rem- 
edy for the evil, short of congressional action, that until some of his 
officers had the courage to attempt to do their duty and met with re- 
sistance, it was not in my power to 1 take action. Before seeing 
the Governor, I had previously ordered 1 '* distribution of the troops in 
• the state, with a view of preserving the peace on the day of the Pres- 
idential election, and I furnished him with a copy of my General Or- 
der No. 27, which would shew him all I felt authorized'to do. As to 
the introduction of arms, of which so much complaint is made, I re- 
ferred him to my endorsement to Bvt. Brigadier General Bomford. (8) 

Whilst in Columbia, 1 had interviews with several prominent men 
of the Democratic party, who acknowledged the whites in the state' 
were arming, but disavowed any intention of resisting either the 
State or General Government; but said the arms were to defend their 
homes and families, in case of a negro insurrection which they deemed 
imminent from the incendiary appeals made to the negroes by politi- 
cal and partisan agents. v ' 

It was impossible to form any correct judgment from the very op- 
posite statements made by each party. It was evident there was a high 
state of political animosity and an averred fear on each side that the 
other was about to initiate a resort to force, but I have reason to be- 
lieve my General Order No. 27, together with the distribution of 
troops, and the expressed determination on my part to intervene to 
preserve the peace, may have the effect of quieting some of the appre- 
hensions ef both parties. x 
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The object of this communication is to report the existing conditio* 
of affairs, my action on the appeals made to me and my views of the 
situation, to ask for the approval or disapproval of superior authori- 
ty, and to state that if there is any serious determination, to resist, or 
overthrow the present state governments, or if I am expected to give 
them the aid and support, without which tbey seem to he unable to 
Stand, that my present force is entirely inadequate to the duties 1 will 
be called on to discharge. 1 do not myself believe there will be any 
open resistance to the State Government, and most certainly none to 
the General Government; but I have no doubt that every effort will be 
and is being made, within what is considered the strict letterof the 
law, to paralyse and render impotent the several State Governments, 
and that in states like South Carolina, where the intelligent and ac- 
tive population, the whites, are almost unanimous against the govern- 
ment, it? will be impracticable to maintain the same without military 
aid from the general government. . . 

Should the General-in-Chief not have returned to Washington oa 
receipt of this letter, I beg the same may belaid before the Honorable 
Secretary of War. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

(Signed) GEORGE G. MEADE, 

Major General U. S. A*, 
A true copy : 

B. a DEUM, Assistant Adjutant General 

W 

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OP THE SOUTH, 
Atlanta, Gkokgia, September 29, 1868. 
Brevet Mnjor Omcral iV. A. Miles, Commanding District of North 
CrtrvlijifT.; Raleigh, N, C. ^ 

General : — I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of you? 
letter of the 25th instant, en^lpsing the affidavit of a citizen, affirm* 
ing there are & large number of arms secreted at a political club-room, 
at 'Wilmington, N, t?,, and requesting authority to seize them. 

The Commanding General s*es nothing in your letter to change 
his decision sens you by telegraph on the 26th instant, a copy of 
which \a herewith enclosed. There is no evidence to show these arms 
are to he used for improper purposes, nor is there any that the civil 
authorities, now charged with the preservation of order, hav.e made 
any effort to ascertain whether these arms are being collected for im- 
proper purposes, or if so, to seize them ; nor is their evidence of any 
failure on the part of the civil government to accomplish this* or any 
call on the military for aid in consequence of such failure. 

The General thinks you do not properly conceive the position 
now occupied by the military power, and invites your attention 
to the circular letter of August 25th last, and the copies of papers fur- 
nished you on the 15th instant, containing the instructions of the War 
Department and the opinion of the Attorney General of the United 
States, on the exercise of civil and military power. 

The General does not see the application of section six (6) of the 
Act of March 2, 1867, to the case in point, as the act refers to organ- 
ized militia. In his opinion, the proper course to pursue is, if the 
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storing ©f these arms is Judged to be & violation of any United States 
law, to submit Ihe evidence -to the United States District Attorney, 
who should proceed to seize them according to law. If they are ad* 
judged as violating any- State or municipal statute, then the proper 
prosecuting officer should take tuition. Whenever such action is ta- 
ken, and said officer is resisted and reports his inability to carry out 
either the United States or State law, then, and not till Uien> will tha 
Commanding Qeaeral consider himself justified in, interfering; 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
(Signed) B. C. DRUM, Assistant Adjutant General. 
A true copy : 

R. C. DRUM, Assistant Adjutant General. 

[*] 

HEADQUARTERS, DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Atlanta, Gkoroia, September 26, 1868. 
Major General N. A. Miles, U, S. A., Raleigh, N. C: 

The commanding General directs that you report the fact stated in 
your telegram, of this date, to the proper civil authorities, and see 
what action they take in the matter. 

(Signed) R. C. DRUM, 

Assistant Adjutant General. 
A true copy : 

R. C DRUM, Assistant Adjutant General. 

[*] 

Endorsement on a communication representing that armed organizations 
exist in the State of South Girolina, forwarded, endorsed, by Brevet 
Brigadier General J. V. Bomford, commanding District of South 
Carolina. 

4 • Respectfully returned to Brevet Brigadier General J. V. Bomford, 
TJ. S. A., commanding District of South Carolina. As presented, 
this case is not one that the Commanding General can take action on. 
There is no evidence showing that the arms are held by the parties 
referred to for unlawful purposes, nor that the civil authorities have 
taken any action to ascertain and determine this fact; and, if held for 
improper purposes, to seize them, or any evidence that the attempted 
seizure has failed. The Governor should be clearly informed of the 
position now occupied by the military power, which is set forth in 
the Circular Letter of August 25th last, and the instructions of the 
War Department, and the opinion of the Attorney General 
on the pow«r of the civil and the military, furnished on the 
fifteenth of September. In the General's opinion the proper 
course to pursue, is, that if the alleged organization is judged 
to be a violation of the National law, the evidence in the case 
should be sent to the United States District Attorney, who should 
take the necessary legal steps to disarm them. If it is adjudged aa 
violating the State, or municipal law, then the proper prosecuting of- 
ficer should take action. Whenever such action is taken, and the 
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proper officer is refitted, and reports his inability to carry out either 
the United States or State law, then, and not till then, will the Com* 
manding General feel justified in interfering. 

By Order of Major General Msadx : 
(Signed) B. C. DRUM, 

AniMttmt Adjutant Qm*r*l. 
A true* copy: 

B. C. DRUM, AMMmd Aidant OmermL 
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HEADQUARTERS, THIRD MILITARY DISTRICT, 
(Department of Georgia, Florida A Alabama,) 

Atlanta, Georgia, January 10, 1868. 
General Orders] s 

No. 6. ) 

I. Whereas, The Constitutional Convention of the State of 
Alabama, recently in session at Montgomery, in that State, 
adopted the following ordinance : 

u An ordinance to stay collection of Debt*. 

Be it Ordained by the people of Alabama In Convention As- 
sembled, That when any writ of execution, venditioni expo- 
ntf#, or other legal process, requiring the sale of property, shall 
be, or has been issued from any court of this State t yit is made 
the duty of the officer to whom delivered for collection, to re- 
turn the said writ or other process to the proper court, with 
his endorsement thereon, 4 Keturned by operation of Law. 9 
dated and signed by him. '1 his ordinance to remain in full 
force until the 1st day of January, 1869 ; Provided /This ordi- 
nance shall not apply to judgments in favor of laborers and 
mechanics for services rendered since July 21, 1865." 

And Whereas, the passage of this ordinance which was in- 
tended to afford relief to debtors in that State has, on the con- 
trary, caused increased distress to them by occasioning very 
numerous attempts to evade its provisions by forcing sales un- 
der execution in the interval between the time of its passage 
and of its taking effect; and whereas, such sales, in the pres- 
ent unsettled condition of affairs in the State of Alabama, and 
in consequence of the low price of cotton, result in such sac- 
rifices of property as are ruinous to debtors and of but little 
benefit to creditors ; and whereas, the people of that State 
have no method of enforcing their will, as expressed in said 
ordinance, until after the ratification of tne constitution 
framed by said convention which has been submitted to them • 
for their ratification or rejection on the 4th day of February 
next. 

II. Therefore, by virtue of the plenary powers invested by 
the reconstruction acts of Congress in the Commanding Gen- 
eral of the Third Military Distikt, and for the temporary re- 
lief of the people of the State of Alabama ; 

It is ordered : That said ordinance shall from this date be 
deemed to have taken effect in said State and shall continue 
in full force. and validity, until the result of said election on 
the ratification of said constitution shall have been ascertained 
and published from these Headquarters ; the force of this or- 
der then to cease should said constitution be rejected. But 
should said constitution be adopted by the people, this order 
•hall continue in force until such constitution shall have been 
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submitted to Congress for examination and approval as pro- 
vided for in said reconstruction acts, and until Congress snail 
bave approved or rejected said Constitution. 

III. It is further directed that this order be respected and 
obeyed by the several civil officers, Judicial and otherwise in 
the jState of Alabama. 

By order of Major General Meade : 
(Signed) R. C. DRUM, Assistant Adjutant General. 
(Orders, of a similar character, were issued for the States of 
Georgia A Florida.) $ 

HEADQUARTERS THIRD MILITARY DISTRICT, 

(Department of Georgia, Florida and Alabama.) 

Atlanta, Georgia, January 15, 1868. 
General Orders, ] 

No. 10. J 
The frequency of reported outrages, and the accompanying 
expression of opinion of subordinate officers, that no justice 
is to be expected from the civil authorities, require notice and 
action on the part of the Major General Commanding. 

I. The Commanding General desires it to be understood 
th<tt the trial and punishment of criminals is to be left to the 
civil authorities, so long. as the said authorities are energetic, 
active, and do justice to the rights of person and property 
without distinction of race or color, whenever the Major 
General Commanding is satisfied from evidence produced that 
the civil authorities fail to do their duty then prompt action 
will be taken by him both for the punishment of criminals 
and the removal from office of derelict civil officers. 

II. The military are to co-operate with, and aid the civil au- 
thorities in the detection, capture, and custody of criminals, 
and they are further authorized in cases where they have rea- 
son to believe the civil authorities are not disposed to do their 
duty, to retain criminals in custody until the fact becomes 
evident whether the civil authorities will, or will not perform 
their duty — immediately reporting their acton on all such 
cases to these Headauarters. 

III. — Writs of habeas corpus issued against criminals in the 
custody of the military will be obeyed so far as to produce the 
body of the prisoner in court, and the making of a respectful 
xeturn setting forth the grounds and authority by which the 
prisoner is held—should the court fail to respect the authority 
under which the prisoner is held— the custody of the criminal 
will not be transferred to the court without a reference to these 
Headquarters. 

IV. The Major General desires to impress on the officer* 
under his command the exercise of a sound discretion and 
good judgment. It is his determination to afford the civ(l 
authorities every opportunity to discharge their duties un- 
trammelled by any action on the part of the military, bat 
such as they, the civil authorities, may invite and desire. He 
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makes this public notice to the civil authorities that they may 
be governed thereby— assuring them they shall be respected 
in the exercise of their powers so long as impartial justice is 
meted out to all ; but the Commanding General is determined 
to exercise to the fullest extent the plenary powers with which 
he is entrusted to secure protection of persons and property in 
the District he commands. 
By order of Major General Meade : 

(Signed) R. C. DRUM, Assistant Adjutant General 



HEADQUARTERS THIRD MILITARY DISTRICT, 
(Department of Georgia, Florida and Alabama.) 

Atlanta, Georgia, February 2, 1868. 
General Orders} 

No. 22. J 

Numerous applications having been made to the Major Gene- 
ral Commanding, relative to the provisions and the execution 
of General Orders No. 49, series of 1867, from these Headquar- 
ters, and being satisfied from reports and representations that, 
in some instances, the operations of the order have proved 
embarrassing and of an effect not designed when it wa9 issued 
— the intention having* been to prevent by prompt and ener- 
getic action the use of official patronage to obstruct, hinder 
and delay reconstruction under the Acts of Congress— he 
therefore directs that the aforesaid order be modified to read 
as folio ws : 

I. — The giving of all advertisements and other official pub- 
lications heretofore or hereafter to be provided for by State or 
municipal laws or ordinances, by the civil officers whose duty 
it is to cause such publications to be made, is prohibited, to 
such newspapers and such only, as attempt to obstruct in any 
manner the civil officers appointed by the military officers in 
this District in the discharge of their duties by threats of vio- 
lence, of prosecution or other penalty as soon as the military 
protection is withdrawn for acts performed in their official 
capacity. 

II. — If in any of the counties in either of the States in this 
District, there be but one newspaper published, civil officers, 
whose duty it is to advertise in accordance with law, are au- 
thorized to advertise in said paper regardless of the provisions 
Of paragraph I of this order. 

III.— All officers in this Military District* whether military 
or civil, and all boards of registration, or other persons in the 
employment of the United States under military jurisdiction, 
are directed to give prompt attention to the enforcement or 
this order. Opposition to Reconstruction, when conducted 
In a legitimate manner, is not to be considered an offence 'but 
will be so considered when accompanied by violent ana in- 
cendiary articles threatening the preservation of the peace, or 
by attempts to obstruct civil officers, as indicated in paragraph 
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I of this order. Should any civil officer violate the provisions 
of this order, the case will be promptly reported to these Head- 
quarters. 

IV. — This order is not to be construed as affecting advertise- 
ments being published at the date of the order, or prior to its 
receipt by the civil officer who is affected thereby. 

By order of Major General Meade : 

R. C. DRUM, 

Assistant Adjutant General 



HEADQUARTERS THIRD MILITARY DISTRICT, 
(Department of Georgia, Florida and Alabama.) 
Atlanta, Gbobgia, February 22, 186a 
General Orders, \ 

No. 27. j 

I. The Constitutional Convention of the State of Georgia, 
now in session in the city of Atlanta, adopted on the 19th day 
of February, 1808, the following preamble and resolutions: 

Whereas, The Convention has determined that there shall 
be no imprisonment for debt in the State ; and whereas, cred- 
itors are oppressing debtors by th* use of what is known as 
44 Bail Process" and writ of ca. sa. } Therefore, 

Resolved, That in the opinion ot this Convention, said pro- 
ceedings are contrary to the wish of the people of this State. 

Resolved^ That the General Commaning this District, is 
hereby requested to protect, by order, the people of this State 
from the evil 'above set forth, and that such order remain in 
force, until such time as the people have expressed their will 
in regard to tho Constitution. 

II. Therefore, by virtue of the plenary powers vested by the 
Reconstruction Acts of Congress in the Commanding General 
of the Third Military District, and for the purpose of giving 
effect to the wishes of the people of Georgia, as expressed by 
their delegates in Convention, 

It is ordered: That imprisonment for debt is prohibited in 
the State of Georgia, and hereafter no bail process in civil 
eases or writ of ca. sa. shall be issued out of any of the courts 
of this State. 

III. Every person now in prison in this State under any 
such process or writ, will be immediately discharged from 
prison. 

IV. This order to remain in force until the people of Geor- 
gia shall express their will in the manner provided by the 
Acts of Congress in regard to the constitution to be submitted 
to them by the said Constitutional Convention, or until fur- 
ther orders from these Headquarters. 

By oedeb of Majob General Meade : 
(Signed) R. 0. DRUM, 

Assistant Adjutant General. 



Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



94 

HEADQUARTERS, THIRD MILITARY DISTRICT, 
(Department of Georgia, Florida <fe Alabama,,) 

Atlanta, Georgia, February 25, 1868, 
General Order* } 

No. 29. J 

I. Whereas, the Constitutional Convention of the State of 
Florida on the 21st day of February, 1868, adopted the follow- 
ing Ordinance : 

Be it ordained, That this convention does hereby levy and 
assess a tax of one sixth of one per cent on all the taxable 
property of the State, for the purpose of defraying the expen- 
ses of this convention, and the compensation of officers and 
members" thereof, and it shall be the duty of the Tax Collec- 
tors of the several counties of this State to collect the tax so 
assessed on or before the first day of January, A. IX, 1869 v and 
to pay the same to the Treasurer of the State immediately up- 
on the collection thereof, and that the collectors shall collect 
the same in accordance with the laws of the State of Florida 
for the collection of State taxes. 

Sec. 2. Be U further ordained, That the Comptroller shall 
Issue to the Tax Collector all necessary orders for the collec- 
tion and payment of the taxes aforesaid,, which order shall be 
binding upon said Tax Collectors. 

Sec. 3. Be it further ordained, That the Tax Collector shall 
receive the same per cent as they are now allowed by law for 
collecting the State tax. 

Sec. 4. Be it further ordained, That the Governor of this 
titate is hereby empowered and authorized to issue Bonds 
bearing eight per cent interest per annum, payable on the 1st 
day of March, A. D. t 1869, in such sums as he may deem ex- 
pedient, not exceeiing in amount thirty thousand dollars, 
which shall be redeemed out of the proceeds of said special 
tax when collected, and the Financial Agent fot the purpose 
of defraying the immediate expenses of this convention is 
hereby empowered to dispose of the said Bonds and to pay 
from the proceeds thereof such accounts as may be audited by 
the Finance Committee, and deposit the balance, if any, with 
the Treasurer of the State. 

Sec. 5. Be it further ordained, That the Governor of the 
State of Florida, is hereby requested, authorized and directed 
to issue certificates of indebtedness to the full amount of ten 
thousand dollars, which certificates of indebtedness shall (be) 
receivable for the tax levied under this Ordinance and au 
State dues. Said certifies: es shall bear the impress of the seal 
of the State Treasurer, and shall be in such amounts as the 
Governor may deem expedient. 

II. Therefore, by virtue of the plenary powers vested by 
the Acts of Congress in the Commanding General of the 
Third Military District— 

It is ordered, That all of said Ordinance, except what is 
contained in these words of the fifth Section thereof, "and all 
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State dues," is approved and directed to be carried into execu- 
tion, as in said Ordinance provided. 

III. The certificates of indebtedness provided to be issued, 
as above, shall be paid out only on account of the expenses of 
said Convention and the compensation of the officers and 
members thereof, and all of such certificates that may not be 
received in payment of said special tax, shall be redeemed out 
of the proceeds of said special tax when the same shall have 
been collected. 

By order of Major General Meade: 

(Signed) B. C. DKUM, 

Assistant Adjutant Qtnerol 



HEADQUARTERS THIRD MILITARY DISTRICT, 
{Department of Georgia. Florida <fc Alabama,) 

Atlanta, Georgia, February 28, 1868. 
General Orders, \ 

No. 31. J 

I. The commanding General having received information 
through official sources that, in some instances, the courts 
and officers charged with providing for the support of pau- 
pers, and with the care of persons entitled to the benefits of 
public charities in this District, refuse such support and bene- 
fits to persons of color, it is therefore 

Ordered, That all the civil courts and officers in the several 
States constituting this military district, whose duty it is made 
by law to provide for the relief of paupers, shall extend relief 
to all persons entitled to claim, and claiming the same as pau- 
pers, without any discrimination as to race or color ; and that 
in all the public institutions of said several States, supported 
by legislative appropriation or taxation, for the benefit of the 
Deaf and Dumb, the Blind, or the Insane, indigent colored 
persons shall be received on the same conditions and enjoy 
all the benefits which white persons are entitled to receive 
and enjoy in such institutions. 

By order of Major General Meade : 

(Signed( R. C. DRUM, 

Assistant Adjutant General 



HEADQUABTEBS THIBD MILITABT DISTBICT, 
(Department ©/ Georgia, Florida and Alabama.) 

Atlanta Georgia, March 18, 1B68. 
General Orders | 

No. 44. j 
Whereas. The laws of Alabama provide that the Sheriff of 
• county snail be entitled to receive fifty cents per day, for 
victualling a white prisoner in jail, and forty cents for victu- 
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ailing a colored prisoner in jail, and as like discriminations 
may exist in the other States in this District : it is hereby or- 
dered : 

I. That from this date, in the several States composing this 
Military District, the Sheriff, Jailor or other person entitled 
by law to receive fees for victualling or dieting prisoners in 
fail, shall receive the same fees or compensation for victual- 
ling or dieting a colored prisoner in jail, as is allowed by or 
under the authority of law, for victualling or dieting a whit* 
prisoner in the same jail, and to be paid, for in like manner. 

II. That in all the jails, penitentiaries and other prisons in 
this District, colored prisoners shall be entitled to receive 
food, the same in quality and quantity, as may be furnished 
to the white prisoners, and that no discrimination as to treat- 
ment shall be made in any respect, among the prisoners on 
account of color or race. This order shall not be construed as 
requiring that white and colored prisoners shall be placed in 
the same ceils, but only that the same provisions shall be 
made for the comfort and health of the colored prisoners, as 
may be made for the comfort and health of the white prison- 
ers, * 

By order of Major General Meade : 

(Signed) R. C. DRUM, 

Assistant Adjutant General. 



HEADQUARTERS THIRD MILITARY DISTRICT, 
(Department of Georgia, Florida and Alabama.) 

Atlanta, Georgia, March 21, 1868. 
General Orders, \ 

No. 47. J 

The attention of the Commanding General having been 
called to the frequent breaches of the peace on river boats ; 
and of the failure of the civil authorities to notice the same, 
on the ground that said offences were generally committed 
outside the limits of the county in which the complaint was 
laid; it is therefore ordered, 

That any person who shall commit a felony or misdemean- 
or on board a steamboat or other watercraft plying the navi- 
gable waters within the jurisdiction of any of the. States in 
this District, may be arrested and brought to triai for such 
offence, in any county in said States where the offender may 
be found, before any tribunal having jurisdiction of such felo- 
ny or misdemeanor. 

By order of Major General Meade : 

(Signed) R. C. DRUM, 

Assistant Adjutant General. 
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HEADQUARTERS THIBD MILITARY DISTRICT, 
(Department of Georgia, Florida and Alabama.) 

Atlanta, Georgia, April 4, 1868 

GENERAL ORDERS 1 

No. 61. J 

I. The recent assassination at Columbus, Georgia, of the 
Hon. G. W. Ashburn, late a member of the Constitutional 
convention of said State, and other acts of violence and atro- 
city committed about the same time in various parts of this 
District, and the simultaneous publication of incendiary arti- 
cles, and the receipt by many persons of threatening letters, 
indicating a concert of action, by violence and intimidation, 
to alarm and overawe a large part of the population and by 
this means affect the results of pending elections in this Dis- 
trict, all of which acts apparently emanate from a secret or- 
ganization, for no good purpose, which seems to be rapidly 
spreading through these States, make it necessary for the 
Commanding General to warn all persons against the com- 
mission of such acts, the publication of such articles, the 
sending of such letters or connecting themselves with such 
evil organizations, and to assure all the good people of this 
District that he will use all the powers he possesses to pjotect 
them in the peaceable enjoyment of their homes and proper- 
ty, and in the exercise of their personal rights and political 
privileges. 

II. He therefore directs all military and civil officers in this 
District, to take the most prompt measures to arrest and bring 
to trial all persons who may hereafter print, publish or in any 
manner give circulation and publicity to such incendiary pa- 
pers or threatening letters, and furthermore to arrest all per- 
sons who may be known to have participated in any such acts 
of violence as above referred to, resulting in breaches of the 
peace and injury to persons or property. 

III. The Commanding General furthermore forbids the con- 
ductors of all newspapers, job printing offices or other presses 
from printing or publishing any articles or' papers tending to 
produce intimidation, riot or bloodshed ; and any newspaper 
containing any such publications, or press publishing the 
same will be stopped, and its proprietors, editors and other 
parties conected therewith, on being convicted before a mili- 
tary commission will be subject to fine and imprisonment or 
such other penalties as may be deemed suitable to the offence 
confmitted. 

IV. All public writers and speakers are enjoined to refrain 
from inflammatory appeals to the passions and prejudices of 
the people, and from publishing or saying anything calculated 
to produce breaches of the peace, or to intimidate any persons 
from the exercise of their political privileges. 

V. Military Commanders of Posts, Sheriff's of Counties, 
Mayors and other municipal officers, are hereby required to 

13 
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organize patrols, and other means for the detection of such 
persons as avail themselves of the secresy of the night for ex- 
ecuting their criminal purposes. Military Commanders of 
Posts are required to see that this order is duly and faithfully 
executed by the civil authorities within their jurisdiction, and 
to promptly report any failure or unwillingness on the part of 
said authorities, who will be held subject to the penalties at- 
tached to disobedience of the orders emanating from these 
Headquarters. Military Commanders are authorized and di- 
rected, when in their judgment the same may be necessary to 
organize, from the reliable and law-abiding citizens, posses to 
aid in the preservation of law and order in their respective 
districts; the expenses attending the pay and maintenance of 
these posses to be charged to the several counties or munici- 
palities as the case may be. 

VI. The commanding General calls on all good citizens to 
aid in the preservation of the peace, and to assist in the arrest 
and punishment of violators of this order and the criminal 
laws of the State, and he admonishes them that unless acts of 
intimidation and violence are checked and punished, bloody 
retaliation may be provoked, the peace of society endangered 
or subverted, and much innocent blood be shed. 

VII. The commanding officers of all military posts in this 
District, will immediately on receipt of this oraer, cause its 
contents to be generally made known, and deliver copies 
thereof to all civil officers, editors of newspapers and presses, 
and other parties to be specially affected thereby, within 'the 
limits of their commands. 

By Order of Major General Meade : 
(Signed) S. F. BARSTOW, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant General. 



HEADQUARTERS THIRD MILITARY DISTRICT, 

(Department of Georgia, Florida & Alabama.) 

Atlanta, Georgia, April 7, 1868. 
General Orders, 1 

No. 53. J 

The attention of the Major General Commanding has been 
called to the extraordinary course of First Lieutenant Charles 
T. Johnson, 15th Regiment Infantry, which he deems so im- 
portant as to justify comment in this public manner. 

The facts of the case are, that Lieutenant Johnson, differing 
in opinion with Judge B. T. Pope, of the Circuit Court of Cal- 
houn county, Alabama, as to the proper construction of Gene- 
ral Orders Nos. 53 and 55, of 1867— after indicating to Judge 
Pope his views, and the Judge failing to comply therewith, 
proceeded to close the court, arrested the Judge, and, ascer- 
taining that the Clerk of the Court did not agree in his views, 
although no act was charged against him, arrested him also. 
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Lieutenant Johnson herein committed two grave errors. In 
the first place, had the Judge violated General Orders 53 and 
55, there was no warrant or authority for his arrest by Lieu- 
tenant Johnson. The power of closing courts and arresting 
Judges, is vested alone in the Commanding General of the 
Third Military District, and has not been delegated, by any 
orders, to any subordinate officer. On the contrary, para- 
graph I, General Orders No. 4, series of 1867, whilst it requires, 
subordinate officers to report all failures of the civil officers or 
tribunals to render equal justice to the people, expressly de- 
clares said civil officers and tribunals are not to be interfered 
with in the discharge of their duties. Lieutenant Johnson 
should have confined himself to calling on Judge Pope for ex- 
planation, and reporting the facts to these Headquarters. His 
assumption of authority to arrest, is deserving ot the severest 
censure, and is not justified or palliated by his zeal or consci- 
entious desire to do his duty, both of which the commanding 
General is willing to admit. 

In the second place, Lieutenant Johnson erred in judgment, 
his construction of General Orders 53 and 55 not being correct, 
and, so far as the Commanding General can judge from the 
correspondence submitted, the construction of Judge Pope 
was such as has been given at these Headquarters. The ot>- 
ject of General Orders Nos. 53 and 55, was not to declare, as 
seems to be Lieutenant Johnson's opinion, that all juries must 
be in part composed of colored men, and that no .fury was le- 
gal unless colored men were impanelled. The object and in- 
tent of these orders was simply to remove the distinction 
which the laws of the States in this District made on the 
ground of color, and to add to the qualifications for jurors re- 
quired by the statute, the additional one that all jurors should 
be registered voters. It does not appear from the papers sub* 
in it ted that Judge Pope declined obedience to these orders as 
thus construed, or that his course was in conflict therewith. 
The Commanding General trusts this public disapproval of 
the conduct of Lieutenant Johnson will have the effect to 
render all subordinate officers cautious, and to refrain from 
hasty and unauthorized exercise of aiower which is only 
vestedby law in the highest military officer in the District. 
By order of Major General Meade : 

(Signed) S. F. BARSTOW, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant General. 



HEADQUARTERS, THIRD MILITARY DISTRICT, 
{Department of Georgia, Florida <fc Alabama,) 

Atlanta, Georgia, April 10, 1868. 
General Orders ^ 

No. 57. J 

I. The numerous resignations of Sheriffs of counties in th? 
State of (Georgia that have recently been tendered at these 
Headquarters, coming on the eve of an important election, 
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and when there is not sufficient time to make new appoint- 
ments, makes it proper and necessary for the Commanding 
General to give notice, that such resignations will not be ac- 
cepted, and that Sheriffs who have been so long holding their 
offices at the sufferance of the Commanding General, will not 
be permitted to resigu until after said election is over ; and 
they are hereby required to continue in the faithful perfor- 
mance of their official duties until relieved from the same by 
orders from these Headquarters. Any violation of this order 
will be punished in the manner prescribed in General Orders 
No. 42, for the punishment of civil officers for disobedience of 
orders. 

II, Inasmuch as a numerous class of the electors, of this 
State are, from necessity at present, dependent upon another 
class for employment by which they may earn daily bread for 
themselves and their families, and as numerous complaints 
have been made at these Headquarters, that such laborers 
will be intimidated from voting at the approaching election 
by fear of the loss of employment ; employers are hereby for- 
bidden any attempts to control the action or will of their la- 
borers as to voting, by threats of discharge from employment 
or by other oppressive means ; and any person who shall by 
such means prevent a laborer from voting as he pleases, or 
shall discharge him from employment on account of his hav- 
ing exercised his privileges as a voter, will, on conviction of 
such offence before a military commission, be punished by 
fine or imprisonment, or both. 

III. It is made the duty, as it is certainly the desire of the 
Commanding General, to' secure to all the duly registered vo- 
ters in the State of Georgia an opportunity to vote at the ap- 
proaching election "freely, end without restraint, fear, or the 
influence of fraud," and he calls upon all good citizens to co- 
operate with him in his efforts to have the election conducted 
fairly as required by law. 

By order of Major General Meade : 

(Signed) K. C. DRUM, 

Assistant Adjutant General, 



HEADQUARTERS THIRD MILITARY DISTRICT, 
(Department of Georgia* Alabama and Florida,) 

Atlanta, Georgia, April 11, 1868. 
General Orders,} 

No. 68. J 

I. The uncertainty which seems to exist in regard to hold- 
ing municipal elections on the 20th instant, and the frequent 
enquiries addressed to these Headquarters, renders it neces- 
sary for the Commanding General to announce that said elec- 
tions are not authorized by any orders from these Headquar- 
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ters. Managers of elections are hereby prohibited from re- 
ceiving any votes, for any offices except such offices as are 
provided for in the Constitution to be submitted for ratifica- 
tion—the voting for which officers is authorized by General 
Orders Nos. 40 and 52. 

II. Complaints having been made to these Headquarters by 
planters and others, that improper means are being used to 
cnmpel laborers to leave their work to attend political meet- 
ings, and threats being made that, in case of refusal, penalties 
will be attached to said refusal : the Major General command- 
ing announces that all such attempts to control the move- 
ments of laborers and interfere with the rights of employers, 
is strictly forbidden, and will be considered, and on conviction 
will be punished, the same as any attempts to dissuade and 
prevent voters from going to the Polls, as referred to in para- 
graph II, General Orders No. 57. 

III. The Major General commanding also makes known 
that, whilst he acknowledges and will require to be respected 
the right of laborers to peaceably assemble at night to discuss 
political questions, yet he discountenances and forbids the 
assembling of armed bodies and requires that all such assem- 
blages shai notify either the military or civil authorities of 
these proposed meetings, and said military and civil authori- 
ties are enjoined to see that the right of electors to peaceably 
assemble for legitimate purposes is not disturbed. 

IV. The wearing or carrying of arms, either concealed or 
otherwise by persons not connected with the military service 
of the government or such civil officers whose duty under the 
laws and orders it is to preserve the public peace, at, or in the 
vicinity of the polling places, on the days set apart for hold- 
ing the election in the State of Georgia, is positively forbid- 
den. Civil and military officers will see that this order, as 
well as all others relating to the preservation of the peace and 
qniet of the counties in which they are acting, is strictly ob- 
served. 

V. The commanding officers sub-Districts of Georgia and 
Florida, will take prompt measures to give publicity to this 
order through the Superintendents of Registration and the 
officers of the Freedmen's Bureau, and will enjoin on the lat- 
ter to instruct and advise the freedmen in their rights and 
duties. 

By order of Major General Meade : 

(Signed) R. C. DRUM, 

Asutetant Adjutant General. 

HEADQUARTERS THIRD MILITARY DISTRICT, 
(Department of Georgia, Florida, and Alabama.) 
Atlanta, Georgia. April 24, 1868. 

GEN1EBAI* OBDEBSJ 

No. 69. J 
Application having been made to the commanding General 
for permission to allow persons convicted of minor offences, 
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by civil courts, to work out the fines imposed on them on the 
public highway, 

It is hereby ordered, That Sub-District commanders, may 
on the application of the proper civil authorities, allow the 
employment on the public highway, at a fair compensation, 
of all such persons. Great care will be taken that this au- 
thority is not abused by overworking the prisoners or retain- 
ing, them longer in confinement than is necessary. 

The use of the ball and chain is permitted in cases where it 
is impracticable to furnish the proper guard, or when there is 
danger of escape ; but this order is not intended to revive or 
authorize the use of the chain gang, previously prohibited. 
By Order of Major General Meade: 
(Signed) B. C. DBUM, 

Assistant Adjutant General* 



HEADQUABTEBS, THTBD MILITABY DISTBICT, 
(Department of Georgia, Florida <fe Alabama,) 

Atlanta, Georgia, May 20, 1868. 
General Orders J 

No. 80. J 

So much of the sentences of the prisoners, ( William Petti~ 
grew, Frank If. Munday, Hugh L. White, Thomas W. Bob* 
erts, James Steele, John Qullen, and Samuel Strayhom, citi- 
zens,) sentenced by General Orders No. 72, to confinement at 
hard labor at the Dry Tortugas, as remains unexpired, on the 
receipt of this order at Fort Jefferson, is hereby remitted, and 
the prisoners will be discharged. 

In thus early releasing these prisoners, the Major General 
Commanding trusts the clemency extended towards them 
will not be misunderstood. These misguided and thought- 
less young men were convicted, after a fair trial, of acts of vi- 
olence and outrage against a citizen with the object of driving 
him out of the State. The frequent complaints of similar 
conduct, and the failure of the civil authorities to repress the 
evil, rendered it necessary to exercise the power conferred on 
him by law, and bring these prisoners before a military tri- 
bunal. Their conviction and punishment having, however, 
vindicated the principle involved, the Commanding General, 
in view of the suffering imposed on the relatives and friends 
of the prisoners, of the promises made of future good conduct, 
and in the belief tnat a proper example, earlier made, might 
have deterred the prisoners from committing the offence, has 
directed the discharge of the prisoners. 

The Commanding General takes this occasion to state that 
similar clemency need not be expected in future, and he 
warns the people of his District that he is determined to sup- 
press all lawlessness and violence, and all attempts of indi- 
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viduals to take the law into their own hands, or to decide who 
shall or shall not live in the country. To protect every per- 
son in his rights of person and property, is made by the law 
the paramount duty of the Commanding General, and it is 
well the people of the District and the authorities having in 
charge the preservation of the peace, and the execution of the 
laws, should knoW that he is determined to exercise all the 
power under his command In the discharge of this duty, and 
that hereafter, no considerations such as are here allowed, 
will influence him to relieve the guilty from the just punish- 
ment awarded them. 

By Order of Major General Meade : 
(Signed) R. C. DRUM, 

Assistant Adjutant General* 



HEADQUARTERS, THIRD MILITARY DISTRICT, 
(Department of Georgia, Florida & Alabama,) 

Atlanta, Geobgia, May 22, 1868. 

OINEBAL ORDERS | 

No. 81. ) 

Application having been made to the Commanding General for a 
change in an act of the legislature of the State of Alabama, approved 
February 10, 1866, in so far as the benefits of said act are confined to 
soldiers disabled and wounded in the so-called confederate service; 
and believing that there is no good reason why these benefits should not 
be extended to all persons disabled from obtaining a livelihood by 
manual labor, it is ordered, 

That the aforesaid act is hereby modified so as to substitute for the 
words ** any disabled and wounded soldier in the late confederate 
army," the words «• all crippled persons disabled from obtaining a live- 
lihood by manual 'labor," and in lieu of the words " soldiers" and 
"soldier," wherever they occur in said act or the preamble thereto, 
to substitute the words *' persons" and " person." 

The act thus amended will read as follows, and govern in all courts 
granting peddling permits or license : 

An Act authorizing the court of county commissioners of this State, 
(Alabama) to license and permit all crippled persons disabled from 
obtaining a livelihood by manual labor to peddle free of tax in their 
respective counties: 

Suction 1. Beit enacted, £c, That the several courts of county 
commissioners of this State have power to grant a license to all crip- 
pled persons disabled from obtaining a livelihood by manual labor, 
that said court of the county of the residence of said person, may find 
worthy to peddle with the limits of said county, which said license 
shall exempt said person from all tax, both state and county, which 
maybe imposed by law upon peddlers in this state. 

By order of Major General Me abb : 

(Signed) R. C. DRUM, 

Assistant Adjutant General 
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HEADQUARTERS THIRD MILITARY DISTRICT, 
(Department of Georgia Florida and Alabama.) 
Atlanta, Georgia, July 2, 1868. 
General Orders, \ 

No. 95. J 

Whereas, The first section of the 7th Article of the Consti- 
tution of the State of Georgia, provides as follows : 

I. Each head of a family, or guardian, or trustee of a family 
of minor children, shall be entitled to a homestead of a realty 
to the value of two thousand dollars in specie, and personal pro- 
perty to the value of one thousand dollars in specie, both to be 
valued at the time they are set apart. And no Court, or min- 
isterial officer in this State shall ever have jurisdiction or 
authority, to enforce any judgment, decree, or execution 
against said property so set apart (including such improve- 
ment as may be made thereon from time to time> except for 
taxes, money borrowed and expended in the improvement of 
the homestead, or for the purchase money of the same, and 
for labor done thereon, or material furnished therefor, or re- 
moval of encumbrances thereon. And it shall be the duty of 
the General Assembly, as early as practicable, to provide by 
law for the setting apart and valuation of said property, and 
to enact laws for the full and complete protection and security 
of the same to the sole use and benefit of said families as afore- 
said. 

And whereas the Legislature of said State is to assemble on 
the 4th instant, it is ordered : 

1. That no court or ministerial officer in said State shall 
have jurisdiction or authority to enforce any judgment, de- 
cree or execution against any real estate in said State, except 
for taxes, money borrowed and expended in the improvement 
of the homestead or for the purchase money of the same and 
for labor done thereon, or material furnished therefor, or re- 
moval of incumbrance thereon, until the Legislature of said 
State shall have had time to provide by law for the setting 
apart and valuation of such property, or until further orders 
from these Headquarters. 

By Order of Major General Meade: 
(Signed) R. C. DRUM, 

Assistant Adjutant General, 



HEADQUARTERS THIRD MILITARY DISTRICT, 
(Department of Georgia, Floridu and Alabama.) 

Atlanta, Georgia, July 14, 1868. 
General Orders,} 

No. 101. f 

Whereas, official information' has been received at these 
Headquarters, from the Governor-elect of the State of Ala- 
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bama, that the Legislature of said State, elected under the 
provisions of General Order No. 101, series of 1867, from these 
H eadquarters, has assembled and complied with the requisi- 
tions of the Act of Congress, which became a law June 25, 
1868, entitled an Act to admit the States of North Carolina, 
South Carolina. Louisiana, Georgia, Alabama and Florida, to 
representation in Congress; and whereas said act states that on 
compliance with the conditions therein set forth by any State, 
the officers of said State, duly elected and qualified under the 
Constitution thereof, shall be inaugurated without delay ; It 
is therefore ordered, - 

I. Tnat all civil officers, holding office in the State, whether 
by military appointment or by failure to have successors qua- 
lified, shall promptly yield their offices and turn over to tneir 
properly elected ana qualified successors, all public property, 
archives, books, records, Ac, belonging to the same. 

II. Whenever the military commander of the sub-District 
of Alabama, is officially notified of the inauguration of the 
State Government elect, military authority under the Acts of 
Congress, known as the Reconstruction Laws, will be at an 
end in said State; and it is made the duty of the sub- District 
commander to transfer everything appertaining to the govern- 
ment of said State to the proper civil officers, and to abstain 
in future, upon any pretext whatever, from any interference 
with or control over the civil authorities of the State, or the 
persons and property of the citizens thereof. 

III. On the inauguration of the civil government, all priso- 
ners held in custody or by bonds for offences against the civil 
law, will be turned over to the proper civil authority. In the 
meantime writs of habeas corpus from United States Courts 
will be respectfully obeyed and the decisions conformed to. 
Writs from State Courts will have respectful returns made, 
stating prisoners are held by authority of the United States, 
and can only be released by writs issued by United States 
Courts. 

By Order of Major General Meade ; 
(Signed) R. C. DRUM, 

Assistant Adjutant General. 



[Similar orders were given with reference to the States of 
Georgia and Florida.'] 
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